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Blind Foundation Book Link App

The Blind Foundation released a mobile app to download audio books on November 18th. All Blind Foundation clients can register to use the app by calling the Library. The link to download the app is https://apps.blindfoundation.org.nz/booklink/.

The app has been designed for iPhones (4S and later). It can also be used on later-model iPads and the latest iPod Touch, although these devices will not be fully supported until later in 2016. Every audio book held in the Blind Foundation’s library will be available for download. Clients can then read the books directly from a device.

An internet connection is required to download the books, but they can be read offline once the download is complete. Clients will require a device and some technical skills to use the app in the first instance. While it is reasonably easy to use, the process will be most effective if clients have prior experience using iPhones.

The Blind Foundation will begin training sessions in 2016. Public Libraries in some areas of the country are also able to offer basic support, including libraries in Hamilton, Tauranga, Napier, New Plymouth, Palmerston North, Christchurch and Dunedin. We are also running a pilot project with three Auckland libraries to raise staff awareness of issues faced by their blind and low vision customers. As part of this pilot it is hoped that Blind Foundation members will be able to visit the libraries, along with volunteers, to meet their local librarians, find out what resources their community library has to offer and possibly to receive training and support in using the new app. The three libraries involved in the pilot are Birkenhead, Papakura and Mangere East.

Other content including newspapers and magazines will be added to the app in 2016. Windows PCs and Android devices are in the development road map with delivery targeted for 2016.

If you feel you are ready to start using the app, have an Apple device and some ability to use the device (or a supportive family member or friend) please contact the Library to register today. Once you are registered, click on the link to install the app or install it from our website, login and start searching. For help or more information, use our online help pages at http://blindfoundation.org.nz/members/library/digital-library-services/book-link-app-help, phone 0800 24 33 33 or email library@blindfoundation.org.nz.

Existing Book Link users can login to the app using their current username and password.

Pasifika material in audio

The Library now has available Samoan and Tongan bible stories in DAISY audio. Words of life, in both Samoan and Tongan, contains Bible stories and evangelistic messages while Good news Tongan has basic Bible teaching. The Library thanks Global Recordings for their kind donation of these audio recordings. Also available is the New Testament in Samoan. 

The Archive of Māori & Pacific Music at the University of Auckland has kindly donated Fagogo: fables from Samoa. Recorded in Samoa in the 1960s by Professor Richard Moyle, these fables were often told at night after a day’s chores.

To order any of these books contact the Library.

DAISY players

Are you still using your Blind Foundation DAISY player? If not, can you please contact the Library so we can allocate the player to another library borrower.

New gardening magazine

The Library has a new DAISY audio magazine titled Your Garden. This Australian publication offers tips from sowing your first seed to advanced grafting techniques; as well as landscape design ideas explained in plain English. To order this magazine, or to review the magazines you currently receive, contact the Library. 

Returning books and magazines

This is a reminder that all books and magazines issued by the Library on CDs must be returned in the cardboard mailers provided. Under New Zealand copyright law books and magazines borrowed from the Blind Foundation Library must be returned. In addition to this, we require the cardboard mailers back so they can be reused for sending CDs to other borrowers.

From the beginning of 2016 limits will be placed on the number of issues of each magazine title that you can have on loan at one time. You will be able to have up to three months of issues: usually 12 issues for each weekly title and three issues for monthly magazines. Once these limits have been reached we will stop sending you magazines until you return the overdue copies.

Book Discussion Scheme

The Book Discussion Scheme (BDS) is working with the Blind Foundation to provide access to book clubs across New Zealand for our clients. The clubs operate in a large number of New Zealand towns and cities, and there will be free membership for Blind Foundation clients. Each group comprises 7-12 people, meeting monthly in a variety of locations including libraries, cafes, community centres and people’s houses. If you are interested in joining a local book group, please either complete the survey in this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NWK8XM6 or contact Megan at BDS on megan@bds.org.nz or 03 365 6210. 

Once you a member, you will use books from the Blind Foundation Library that the BDS also has. Not all groups will be reading books that the Blind Foundation holds, but BDS will do their best to match you up with a group that uses books we can provide. Once you are in a group and know the books you will be reading, please contact the Library and we will send out a copy of the book for you to read.

Public Library pilots

The Blind Foundation Library is working with Hamilton and Dunedin Public Libraries to provide access to our collection for blind, low vision and print disabled people in those areas. Both libraries will be piloting a scheme where they help local people with a print disability to gain access to the Blind Foundation library collection via the Book Link app. 

If you know someone with a print disability who lives in either the Waikato or Dunedin areas who may be interested in being part of the pilot, then they can contact the Library for more information.

Marrakesh Treaty

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) has released a discussion document asking for feedback on whether New Zealand should accede to the Marrakesh Treaty, and the costs and benefits of ratifying the Treaty.

The Marrakesh Treaty is an international treaty aimed at making more published material available for people with a print disability. Its formal name is The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons who are Blind, Visually Impaired, or otherwise Print Disabled.

This Treaty provides for copyright exceptions in national laws to improve access to copyright works in accessible formats (such as braille, audio or large print books) for people with a print disability.

MBIE would like to know how joining the Marrakesh Treaty would benefit people with a print disability in New Zealand and your views on what changes to the Copyright Act are desirable. To provide feedback, contact the MBIE by email MarrakeshTreaty@mbie.govt.nz or by calling 04 901 8345. Other ways to make a submission or to find out more are available on the MBIE website http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/business/intellectual-property/copyright/the-marrakesh-treaty
New Library staff

The library welcomes Geraldine Lewis to the cataloguer position. Before training as a librarian Geraldine worked in various fields including law and citizenship. She replaced Beth Goodwin who has moved into the new position of Digital Content Coordinator within the Library.

Many thanks to our generous sponsors

We would like to express our appreciation to the people and organisations that have kindly sponsored audio books for the Library since the previous issue of Sound and Touch. These funds have helped to make print material accessible to people who are blind, or have low vision, and without their generous support it would not be possible to add new titles to our Library.

Many thanks to the following sponsors for:

Lions Club of Motueka for Wake by Elizabeth Knox.

Amuri Lions Club for The catch: how fishing companies reinvented slavery and plunder the oceans by Michael Field.

Lions Club Christchurch Ferrymead for When we wake by Karen Healey.

Rotary Club of Riccarton for Terrorbyte by Cat Connor.

Lions Club Lake Tekapo for Written in my own heart's blood by Diana Gabaldon.

Hazel Lemon for Where the Rekohu bone sings by Tina Makereti.

Bowls Southland for Lamplighter by Kerry Donovan Brown.

McCarthy & Associates for Civilisation: twenty places on the edge of the world by Steve Braunias.

Christmas closing dates

The last despatch day for library books to be sent in the mail will be on Wednesday 23rd December 2015. To ensure you have enough books for the Christmas break please have your requests in by Wednesday 16 December 2015. A restricted library service will operate from Monday 11th January 2016 with full service resuming on Monday 18th January 2016.

The magazine studio will be closed during the Christmas break with the last magazines recorded on Friday 18 December 2015. Limited recording will resume again on Monday 18 January 2016 with full service resuming from Monday 25 January 2016.

On behalf of the Library and Accessible Format Production staff, we wish you a very happy Christmas, and look forward to providing you with great reading material in 2016.

New Daisy Audio

This issue contains DAISY audio books added to the collection since the last issue of Sound and Touch in September 2015.

Abbreviations:

BA: Blackstone Audio Inc

CD: DAISY audio CD ordering number

Magna: Magna Story Sound

NLS: National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress

RNIB: Royal National Institute of Blind People

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

SALB: South African Library for the Blind

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service

Adult Non-Fiction

Adventure

A harrowing journey: sailing into danger by Desiree Trattles. Desiree Trattles, 2014. In early 2011, the author and her husband were en route to the Mediterranean in their small yacht. They were kidnapped by Somali pirates in the Gulf of Aden. This book tells the story, not only of their kidnapping but of their journeys before and after. Read by Janice Finn in 8 hours, 14 minutes. RNZFB. CD81711
Biography

Andre Rieu: my life, my music by Marjorie Rieu. London: Hardie Grant, 2008. Andre Rieu is a violinist, conductor and international star following sales of more than ten million CDs worldwide. He was born in the Netherlands, in 1949 and grew up surrounded exclusively by classical music. Andre started taking violin lessons at the age of five, the beginning of a love affair that would never end. Read by volunteer narrators in 4 hours, 36 minutes. RNIB. CD82459
More voices in my ear by Doris Stokes and Linda Dearsley. Macdonald, 1985. Doris Stokes tells how her psychic powers have helped the family of one of the Yorkshire Ripper's victims, enabled the late actor Peter Finch to communicate with his wife, and brought hope to the parents of young children who have disappeared in strange circumstances all over the world. Sequel to: Voices in my ear, CD82619. Read by Norma West in 6 hours, 50 minutes. RNIB. CD82515
Rod: the autobiography by Rod Stewart. London: Century, 2012. Rod Stewart was born the working-class son of a Scottish plumber in North London. Despite some early close shaves and a number of diverse career paths, it was music that truly captured his heart. He has sold an estimated 200 million records. And then there is his not-so-private life: marriages, divorces and affairs. Here he tells the whole story. Read by Moray Treadwell in 13 hours, 48 minutes. RNIB. CD82532
Sammy: an autobiography by Sammy Davis Jr. and Burt Boyer. New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001. Sammy Davis, Jr. rose from childhood stardom to become one of the most famous African American entertainers of the 1950s and 1960s. At the same time, he spent most of his career surrounded by controversy and ridicule; over his affairs with white film stars, his 1960 marriage to Swedish actress May Britt, his conversion to Judaism, his closeness to the Kennedys, and his problems with alcohol and drugs. Read by Jeff Harding and Bill Roberts in 18 hours, 30 minutes. RNIB. CD84599
This time next week by Leslie Thomas. Orphaned at twelve, the author entered a Barnado's home. It was a calculated policy to surrender to the police around midnight. In this way you ensured a sympathetic supper before going to sleep in the police station, and a beneficial breakfast the next morning before being returned for retribution. Some boys were veteran bunkers working around police stations like travellers on a circuit. Has sequel: In my wildest dreams, CD82506. Read by John Westbrook in 6 hours, 26 minutes. RNIB. CD82610
Country Living

"Now then lad..." by Mike Pannett. Mike Pannett took up a posting as a local policeman in rural North Yorkshire.  It's quite a change from the Met, where he dealt with riots and drug gangs, and found out what it was like to stare down the wrong end of a sawn-off shotgun. Now he's chasing runaway bullocks, holding up the Last Night of the Proms traffic to escort a lost mole across the road and combing the countryside for the villains who stole the Colonel's balls. His escapades are interwoven month by month with his growing knowledge of a landscape that changes with the seasons. Read by Jonathan Keeble in 7 hours, 59 minutes. Magna. CD84122
Disabilities And Society

An oral history of the education of visually impaired people: telling stories for inclusive futures edited by Sally French, John Swain, Dorothy Atkinson and Michelle Moore. Ceredigion (Wales): The Edwin Mellen Press, 2006. By means of 61 open-ended interviews with visually impaired people written as stories, and an analysis of documentary evidence, this book explores the history of education for visually impaired children in Britain since the 18th century. Read by multiple narrators in 16 hours, 57 minutes. RNIB. CD82456
Health And Wellbeing

The cure for everything: untangling the twisted messages about health, fitness, and happiness by Timothy A. Caulfield. Toronto: Viking Canada, 2012. This book looks at what available scientific evidence tells us about the role of fitness, diet, genetics and health remedies in our lives. It also looks at the social forces that twist and distort what that evidence actually says. Read by Paul Caston in 11 hours, 53 minutes. CNIB. CD80015
History And Travel

The great Boer War by Byron Farwell. Allen Lane, 1977. The Great Anglo-Boer War pitted a sturdy, stubborn pioneer people fighting to establish the independence of their tiny nation against the British Empire at its peak of power and self-confidence. Byron Farwell traces the war's origins, the slow mounting of the British efforts to overthrow the Afrikaners, through to the exhausting guerrilla warfare of the last few years when the Boer armies were finally driven from the field. Read by Stanley Pritchard in 25 hours, 49 minutes. RNIB. CD82573

A history of Britain volume 2 1603-1776; the British wars by Simon Schama. Bath: Chivers, 2004. The British wars began on the morning of 23 July 1637, heralding two hundred years of battles waged within and without the isles. Most would be driven by religious or political conviction. Of those battles not fought on home territory, a great number took place across Europe, America, India and also at sea. At the end of this turbulent period the British people eventually united in imperial enterprise. Sequel to: A history of Britain volume 1; at the edge of the world, 3000 BC-AD 1603, CD84364. Has sequel: A history of Britain volume 3; the fate of Empire, 1776-2000, CD82439. Read by Stephen Thorne in 20 hours, 39 minutes. RNIB. CD82438

Just an orange for Christmas: stories from the Wairarapa by Christine Hunt Daniell. Auckland: HarperCollins, 2013. The author interviewed numerous people from the Wairarapa in order to record their lives. However, it is not just a regional history book; at its core is an essentially New Zealand experience. The stories describe how it felt to live over the last century, how it feels to be near the end of life, and how today's world measures up. Each person is a survivor, recalling often raw or touching personal details. Read by Janice Finn and Merv Smith in 7 hours, 50 minutes. RNZFB. CD81821

The motorcycle diaries by Ernesto Che Guevara; preface by Aleida Guevara March; introduction by Cintio Vitier. London: Harper Perennial, 2004. In January 1952, two young men from Buenos Aires set out to explore South America on 'La Poderosa', the Powerful One: a 500cc Norton. One of them was the twenty-three-year-old Che Guevara. Written eight years before the Cuban Revolution, these are Che's diaries, detailing their thrilling and dangerous road trip across Latin America. Read by David Thorpe in 6 hours, 19 minutes. RNIB. CD82584

Politics

All the Shah's men: an American coup and the roots of Middle East terror by Stephen Kinzer. Hoboken, N.J.: J. Wiley & Sons, 2003. In August 1953, the United States overthrew the democratic government of Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh in Iran. Although the coup seemed a success at first, today it serves as a chilling lesson about the dangers of foreign intervention. The ‘catastrophic effects’ of this fateful operation eventually resulted in the 1979 overthrow of the Shah by Islamic radicals. Read by Mark Ashby in 9 hours, 24 minutes. NLS. CD84073

Religion and Spirituality

Soul mate astrology: how to find and keep your ideal mate through the wisdom of the stars by Trish MacGregor. Gloucester, MA: Fair Winds Press, 2004. Author and astrologer Trish MacGregor reveals the compatibilities of your sun sign, and also uses the nodes of the moon to divulge the hidden compatibilities between you and your lover. She discusses the secrets of your past love lives; who you're attracted to; how you relate to each other in your relationship; the strengths and challenges of your relationship; and how you can evolve as a couple while still fulfilling your own respective individual potentials. Read by synthetic voice in 7 hours, 16 minutes. RNIB. CD82540

Science And Technology

AK47: the story of the people's gun by Michael Hodges. London: Sceptre, 2007. General Kalashnikov created the AK's distinctive silhouette. The gun has been at the centre of conflicts across the Middle East, Africa and Latin America. The author uses testimonies of people who have experienced the gun at first-hand, including a Sudanese child soldier, a Vietcong veteran, and a Yorkshire student. This work provides an account of how the AK47 became an icon as one of the most recognisable brands in the world. Read by unknown narrator in 8 hours, 13 minutes. RNIB. CD82453

The path: a one-mile walk through the universe by Chet Raymo. New York: Walker & Co., 2003. For almost forty years, Chet Raymo has walked a one-mile path from his house to the college where he taught, chronicling the universe he has found through observing every detail of his route with a scientist's curiosity, a historian's respect for the past, and a child's capacity for wonder. His insights inspire us to turn our local paths, into portals that may lead to greater understanding of our interconnectedness with nature and history. Read by Steven Carpenter in 4 hours, 6 minutes. NLS. CD84120
Sport

Ken Tyrrell: the authorised biography by Maurice Hamilton. London: CollinsWillow, 2002. Ken Tyrrell was one of the most respected figures in Formula 1 for nearly four decades. This biography provides an expose of the man himself, and an insight into the drama and excitement of the world of Formula 1 motor racing. Read by multiple narrators in 15 hours, 58 minutes. RNIB. CD70941
Adult Fiction

Adventure Stories

Red notice by Andy McNab. London: Bantam, 2012. Deep beneath the English Channel, a small army of vicious terrorists has seized control of the Eurostar to Paris, taken 400 hostages at gunpoint and declared war on a government that has more than its own fair share of secrets to keep. One man stands in their way. An off-duty SAS soldier is hiding somewhere inside the train. Alone and injured, he's the only chance the passengers and crew have of getting out alive. Violence. Read by Ben Addis in 10 hours, 47 minutes. RNIB. CD82530
Solo by William Boyd. London: Jonathan Cape, 2013. A seasoned veteran of the service, 007 is sent to single-handedly stop a civil war in the small West African nation of Zanzarim. Aided by a beautiful accomplice and hindered by the local militia, he undergoes a scarring experience which compels him to ignore M's orders in pursuit of his own brand of justice. Bond's renegade action leads him to Washington, D.C., where he discovers a web of intrigue and witnesses fresh horrors. Explicit descriptions of sex, strong language and violence. Read by Paul Herzberg in 9 hours, 21 minutes. RNIB. CD82539
Treasure of Khan: a novel by Clive Cussler and Dirk Cussler. London: Penguin Books, 2006. Genghis Khan was the greatest conqueror of all time, who at his peak ruled an empire four times the size of Alexander the Great's.  Now a mysterious Mongolian mogul harbours a dream of restoring the conquests of ancient Mongolia. He holds a dark secret about Genghis Khan, his grandson Kublai Khan and the treasures of Xanadu. His relentless ambition will cause devastation to millions, unless Dirk Pitt can somehow find a way to stop him. Sequel to: Black wind, CD72344. Read by Jo-Anne de la Mare in 14 hours, 59 minutes. SALB. CD84477
Vicious circle by Wilbur Smith. London: Macmillan, 2013. When Hector Cross' new life is overturned, he immediately recognizes the ruthless hand of an enemy he has faced many times before: a terrorist group has re-emerged like a deadly scorpion from beneath its rock. Determined to fight back, he draws together a team of his most loyal friends and together they travel to the remotest parts of the Middle East and the heart of Africa to hunt down those who pursue him and his loved ones. Sequel to: Those in Peril, CD73685. Explicit descriptions of sex, strong language and violence. Read by Peter Noble in 17 hours, 12 minutes. RNIB. CD82618
Australian Stories

Bittersweet by Colleen McCullough. This is the story of two sets of twins, Edda and Grace, Tufts and Kitty, who struggle against all the restraints, prohibitions, laws and prejudices of 1920s Australia. Edda wants to be a doctor, Tufts wants to organize everything, Grace won't be told what to do, and Kitty wishes to be known for something other than her beauty. Together they decide to enrol in a training program for nurses. As the Latimer sisters become immersed in hospital life and the demands of their training, they meet people and encounter challenges that spark new maturity and independence. Read by Cat Gould in 15 hours, 59 minutes. BA. CD82965
Yesterday's dust by Joy Dettman. Sydney, N.S.W.: Pan Macmillan Australia, 2002. Only the strong survive Mallawindy. Some get away, but even they fight to escape the town's dark legacy. Jack Burton escaped. For six years he has been missing, presumed dead. Still, memories of him continue to dominate the lives of his family. His wife, Ellie, stands at the gate each night, waiting for him to return; until a man's body is found. Sequel to: Mallawindy, CD84055. Read by Jane Clifton in 14 hours, 4 minutes. VAILS. CD84056
Classics

The white monkey by John Galsworthy. The White Monkey is the first book of the second trilogy in the Forsyte chronicles. Fleur and Michael Mont begin to question their marriage when their good friend, Wilfred, can no longer contain his passion for Fleur. Fleur finds herself torn between her love for Michael and passion for Wilfred. Meanwhile, Soames Forsyte is haunted by a painting of a white monkey with rinds of crushed fruit flung about it and eyes searching for something more. Sequel to: To let, CD70902. Has sequel: The silver spoon, CD70904. Read by David Case in 9 hours, 18 minutes. BA. CD70903
Country Life

Christmas at Fairacre by Miss Read London: Orion, 2006. The people of Fairacre celebrate Christmas in a traditional style which has not changed over generations. Families visit church, children eagerly hang their stockings, and Christmas cake and other treats are enjoyed in a spirit of great goodwill and harmony. An anthology of Christmas tales present and past. Read by Stephanie Beattie in 6 hours, 11 minutes. RNIB. CD78661
Trust me, I'm a vet by Cathy Woodman. City vet Maz Harwood has learned the hard way that love and work don't mix, so when an old friend asks her to look after her Devonshire practice for six months, Maz decides running away from London is her only option. She finds country life is trickier than she feared, with comatose hamsters, bowel-troubled dogs and a stubborn neighbour who's threatening to sue over an overzealous fur cut. Thank goodness there's an unsuitable distraction, even if he is the competition's dashing son. Read by Julia Barrie in 12 hours, 23 minutes. Magna. CD84128
Crime Fiction

Clear and convincing proof by Kate Wilhelm. The Kelso-McIvey rehabilitation centre is a place of hope and healing for both its patients and dedicated staff. For its directors, it's a lifelong dream that is about to be destroyed, if David McIvey has his way. A brilliant surgeon, McIvey now has controlling shares in what has always been a non-profit clinic. His plan is to close the clinic and replace it with a new surgery centre. Then McIvey is murdered outside the clinic's doors and lawyer Barbara Holloway must use her instincts to create a defence for the two members of the clinic accused of his murder. Sequel to: Desperate measures, CD82876. Has sequel: The unbidden truth, CD82872. Read by Anna Fields in 8 hours, 13 minutes. BA. CD82875
Five minutes alone: a thriller by Paul Cleave. Auckland: Penguin, 2015. Carl Schroder and Theodore Tate are finally getting their lives back into shape. Tate has returned to the police force. Schroder's life is neither good nor bad; the bullet that lodged in his head didn't kill him but it killed his emotions. When the body of a convicted rapist is found, Tate tries to determine if it is murder or suicide. When the bodies of two more rapists are found, it appears as if somebody is helping their victims exact revenge. Sequel to: The laughterhouse, CD72537. Read by John Leigh in 13 hours, 14 minutes. RNZFB. CD80397
Erotic Literature

I know you, Joanna by Ruth Fox. London: Black Lace, 2002. Joanna writes stories for a top-shelf magazine. When her dominant and attractive boss Adam wants her to meet and 'play' with the readers she finds out just how many strange sexual deviations there are. However many kinky playmates she encounters, nothing prepares her for the complete submission Adam has in mind for her. Explicit descriptions of sex, strong language and violence. Read by Natalie Loader in 9 hours, 22 minutes. RNIB. CD79158
The Family

And the mountains echoed by Khaled Hosseini. London: Bloomsbury, 2013. Ten-year-old Abdullah would do anything for his younger sister. In a life of poverty and struggle, with no mother to care for them, Pari is the only person who brings Abdullah happiness. When their father sets off with Pari to Kabul in search of work, Abdullah is determined not to be separated from her. But the siblings have no sense of the fate that awaits them there, or how their lives will be torn apart. Read by Koullis Kyriacou and Christy Meyer in 13 hours, 30 minutes. RNIB. CD82458

The secret life of Luke Livingstone by Charity Norman. Crows Nest, N.S.W.: Allen & Unwin, 2013. Luke Livingstone is a lucky man. He has a loving wife, children who adore him and an idyllic home in the countryside. However, Luke is struggling with an unbearable secret. All his life, he has hidden the truth about himself; a truth that will shatter his family and leave him an outcast. He feels that he must either end his life or become the woman he knows himself to be. His family is tested to its limits, as each of them is forced to consider what makes a person essentially themselves. Read by Ken Blackburn and Marguerite Vanderkolk in 13 hours, 40 minutes. RNZFB. CD81064

Fantasy

Lamplighter by Kerry Donovan Brown. Wellington: Victoria University Press, 2014. In the tiny South Island beach settlement of Porbeagle, Candle is an apprentice lamplighter to his grandfather, Ignis. As the community prepares to celebrate the old Lamplighter's retirement, stories start to take on darker hues. If the origins of folklore are in a sunken history of violence and prejudice, what is the price of Candle's freedom? Sponsored by Bowls Southland. Read by Andrew Laing in 3 hours, 56 minutes. RNZFB. CD81710

General Fiction

Middle age: a romance by Joyce Carol Oates. London, Fourth Estate, 2001. In Salthill-on-Hudson, a half-hour train ride from Manhattan, everyone is rich, beautiful, and though they look much younger, middle-aged. But when Adam Berendt, a charismatic, mysterious sculptor, dies suddenly in a brash act of heroism, shock waves rock the town. But who was Adam Berendt? Was he in fact a hero, or someone more flawed and human? Read by Deidre Rubenstein in 23 hours, 11 minutes. VAILS. CD82165

To the lighthouse by Virginia Woolf. London: Penguin, 1996. The beautiful, beguiling Mrs Ramsay defines the role of wife and mother to everybody staying at her guesthouse.  All fall under her spell, and find it difficult to understand her love for the sullen, mercurial Mr Ramsay. He constantly quashes his youngest son James's ardent desire to visit the Lighthouse. After many years of much tragedy and bereavement, the trip is eventually undertaken. Read by Nancy-Anne Richards in 6 hours, 54 minutes. RNIB. CD83289

The writing class by Stephanie Johnson. Auckland: Vintage, 2013. Author, Merle Carbury, teaches creative writing classes. Amid the tension of the final semester of the year, her many and varied students prepare to submit their manuscripts. Whilst Merle mentors their assorted ambitions, observes romantic entanglements, and worries about her husband, she both imparts and embodies how to write a novel. Read by Madeleine Lynch in 6 hours, 55 minutes. RNZFB. CD81817

Historical Novels

The kingmaker's daughter by Philippa Gregory. London: Simon & Schuster, 2012. The 'Kingmaker,' Richard, Earl of Warwick, was the most powerful magnate in fifteenth century England. Without a son and heir, he uses his two daughters as pawns in the political games. Anne grows from a delightful child to become ever more desperate when her father makes war on his former friends. She escapes by marrying Richard, Duke of Gloucester, but her choice will cost the lives of those she loves most in the world, including her precious only son, Prince Edward. Sequel to: The lady of the rivers, CD82578. Read by Emma Powell in 16 hours, 6 minutes. RNIB. CD82577

The Scottish prisoner by Diana Gabaldon. London: Orion, 2012. London, 1760. For Jamie Fraser, paroled prisoner-of-war in the remote Lake District, life could be worse. But his quiet existence changes when Lord John Grey shows up with a summons that will take him away from everything he loves, again. Lord John finds himself in possession of a packet of documents that exposes a damning case of corruption against a British officer. Soon Lord John and Jamie are unwilling companions on the road to Ireland. Historical mystery. Strong language and violence. Read by Tom Carter in 14 hours, 26 minutes. RNIB. CD82595

Historical Romance

Trust me by Lesley Pearse. London: Penguin, 2001. When tragedy deprives little Dulcie Taylor and her sister May of their parents, they are sent first to an orphanage and then shipped off to begin a new life in Australia. But the better life the sisters are promised in this new and exciting country turns out to be a lie. It seems everyone who ever stood up for them, somehow betrays that trust. But then Dulcie meets Ross, another orphanage survivor, and finds a kindred spirit. Read by Hannatjie van Heerden in 23 hours, 33 minutes. SALB. CD84419

Horror And Supernatural

My dead body: a novel by Charlie Huston. After exposing the secret source of blood for half of Manhattan's Vampyres, private-eye Joe Pitt is definitely a dead man walking. For a year, he's sloshed around the subway tunnels and sewers, tapping the veins of the lost. Meanwhile, above ground, a Vampyre civil war threatens to drag the Clans into the sunlight once and for all. Then he finds himself searching for a missing girl who's carrying a baby that just might be the destiny of Vampyre-kind. Sequel to: Every last drop, CD82888. Read by Scott Brick in 10 hours, 33 minutes. BA. CD82887

Light Romance

A very single woman by Caroline Anderson. Richmond: Mills & Boon, 2002. Dr Nick Lancaster just doesn’t understand. Why would a beautiful, talented doctor like Helen Moore want to come to a remote part of Suffolk to work part-time in a village surgery? Helen’s arrival has brought his masculine instincts to the surface for the first time in years. He has to find out why she hides her emotions, and why she has chosen to adopt and raise a child on her own? Explicit descriptions of sex. Read by Josephine Tewson in 5 hours, 16 minutes. RNIB. CD81888

Modern Women’s Fiction

The secret between us by Barbara Delinsky. London: HarperCollins, 2008. Deborah Monroe and her daughter, Grace, are driving home from a party when their car hits a man running in the dark. Grace was at the wheel, but Deborah sends her home before the police arrive, determined to shoulder the blame for the accident. Her decision then turns into a deception that takes on a life of its own and threatens the special bond between mother and daughter. Read by Tumi in 9 hours, 5 minutes. SALB. CD84476
Mystery And Detective Stories

The anatomist's apprentice by Tessa Harris. In eighteenth-century England, the murder of Sir Edward Crick sends a torrent of gossip breezing through Oxfordshire. However, aside from his sister, Lady Lydia Farrell, few mourn the young man. When Lady Farrell's husband becomes the prime suspect in the murder, she enlists the help of Dr. Thomas Silkstone to solve the murder and prove his innocence. Dr. Silkstone’s unconventional methods and unfamiliar field of study have made him an outsider. Against his better judgment he agrees to examine Sir Edward's corpse. He finds that it is not only the dead, but also the living, to whom he must apply the keen blade of his intellect. Historical mystery. Read by Simon Vance in 9 hours, 12 minutes. BA. CD82896

Back spin by Harlan Coben. London: Orion, 2009. Kidnappers have snatched the teenage son of superstar golfer Linda Coldren and her husband, Jack, an aging pro, at the height of the U.S. Open. To help get the boy back, sports agent Myron Bolitar chases suspects as well as travelling back in time to a U.S. Open twenty-three years ago, when Jack Coldren should have won, but didn't. Suddenly Myron finds himself surrounded by blue bloods, criminals, and liars and finds out just how rough this game can get. Sequel to: Fade away, CD80339. Has sequel: One false move, CD82519. Read by Michael FitzPatrick in 10 hours, 25 minutes. RNIB. CD82462

Fallout: a Tito Ihaka novel by Paul Thomas. Auckland: Upstart Press, 2014. August 1987: Against the backdrop of the nuclear ships stand-off with America, the rich and powerful gather in Auckland for a lavish election-night party. Before the night is out, a seventeen-year-old girl will be murdered and several lives utterly changed. Now: Beset with relationship difficulties and reeling from the shocking revelation that his father might not have died of natural causes, Detective Sergeant Tito Ihaka revisits the case that has haunted his boss Finbar McGrail for twenty-seven years. Sequel to: Death on demand, CD66138. Read by Kevin Keys in 8 hours, 25 minutes. RNZFB. CD80396

I hear the sirens in the street by Adrian McKinty. Belfast, 1982. Newly promoted Detective Inspector Sean Duffy finds a torso in a suitcase. It seems like the perfect crime; no fingerprints, and no head. As Duffy begins to uncover the truth he discovers that he's not the only one trying to figure out what happened. Somehow the FBI is involved, as is British Intelligence, and it's all connected to a failing car factory just up the road. Sequel to: The cold, cold ground, CD69456. Has sequel: In the morning I'll be gone, CD82941. Read by Gerard Doyle in 9 hours, 38 minutes. BA. CD82905

New Zealand And Pacific Novels

The chimes by Anna Smaill. London: Sceptre, 2015. Welcome to the world of The Chimes. Here, life is orchestrated by a vast musical instrument that renders people unable to form new memories and the written word is forbidden. A young boy stands on the roadside on his way to London. He has no memories, no directions and no parents. He only has a melody that tugs at him; a song that says that if he can get to the capital, he may find some answers. Read by Kevin Keys in 10 hours, 13 minutes. RNZFB. CD81158

Romance

Nice girls do by Sarah Duncan. London: Headline Review, 2006. Anna can cope with gardens, certainly the historic ones that she researches, but when it comes to love and relationships she's lost her way. Then she meets Oliver, destined to inherit a magical 18th-century house and garden. But is Oliver's interest in Anna entirely straightforward? As Anna gradually deciphers the history of the garden, she realises that only by learning to read the messages can she discover where her own future happiness lies. Read by Charlotte Strevens in 12 hours, 45 minutes. RNIB. CD84602

Sleeping tiger by Rosamunde Pilcher. London: Coronet, 1990. Selina Bruce impulsively leaves her fiancé behind in London to search for the father she never knew on the tiny island of San Antonio. But what she finds is the unexpected truth about her and the man she plans to marry. And the exotic island offers Selina the mysterious George Dyer, who holds the key not only to her past, but to her heart. Read by Lucy Scott in 5 hours, 21 minutes. RNIB. CD82537

Romantic Suspense

Fire & water by A. L. Bright. Beth, an oceanographer on expedition, unexpectedly time travels to another dimension. Damien, a firefighter, who is investigating a murder-by-arson case, discovers her and reveals that his father was also a ‘traveller’ like her, but has become trapped in Beth’s world. Beth travels back to her own world and contacts Damien’s father on his behalf. On two more occasions she time travels and finds she is falling in love with Damien. However she is engaged to marry an Irish oceanographer in her own world. She faces the question: can you live two lives at once? Read by A. L. Bright in 8 hours, 20 minutes. CD84610

Science Fiction

Anvil of stars by Greg Bear. The Ship of the Law travels through space, carrying survivors of Earth's devastation. Their mission is to destroy the Planet Killers. They have to confront entities whose technologies are far more advanced than their own and whose psychology is alien. Sequel to: The forge of God, CD84200. Read by Stanley McGeagh in 17 hours, 25 minutes. VAILS. CD84199

Nightside the long sun by Gene Wolfe. New York: TOR, 1993. The Whorl is a huge interstellar spacecraft so old that its inhabitants have forgotten their origins and purpose. This artificial world contains whole cities, many of which have reverted to a medieval-like state. In one of these towns, a religious leader receives a vision of the Outsider, and events compel him to begin a mission of discovery that will change his life and his world forever. Read by John Horton in 9 hours, 58 minutes. Has sequel: Lake of the long sun, CD83811. NLS. CD83805

Short Stories

Hearts in Atlantis by Stephen King. London: New English Library, 2000. This is a collection of five interconnected, sequential narratives set in the years from 1960 to 1999.  The author explores, over four decades, the stigma and psychological legacy of the Vietnam War in people. The stories incorporate danger and suspense. Explicit descriptions of sex, strong language and violence. Read by Garrick Hagon in 21 hours, 36 minutes. RNIB. CD84733

Spy Stories

Deep black by Stephen Coonts and Jim DeFelice. London: Orion, 2004. A spy plane gathering data on a new Russian weapon is blown out of the sky. Ex-Marine sniper Charlie Dean together with former Delta Force trooper Lia DeFrancesca are called on to investigate. They uncover a conspiracy to assassinate the Russian president. But before they can act on this they discover one of the spy plane's passengers survived and could fall into enemy hands. And that enemy is playing to the death. Has sequel: Deep black, biowar, CD84598. Read by Garrick Hagon in 11 hours, 44 minutes. RNIB. CD84685
Waiting for sunrise by William Boyd. London: Bloomsbury, 2012. In Vienna, 1913. a young English actor named Lysander Rief, meets an extraordinary woman with whom he enters a passionate love affair. Back in London, 1914, war is stirring and Lysander is plunged into the dangerous theatre of wartime intelligence. He must now discover the key to a secret code which is threatening Britain’s safety, and use all his skills to keep the murky world of suspicion and betrayal from invading every corner of his life. Read by Leighton Pugh in 12 hours 10 minutes. RNIB. CD84363

Thrillers

The apprentice by Tess Gerritsen. London: Bantam, 2010. Boston homicide detective Jane Rizzoli is tracking a new killer, a hunter who preys on well-to-do couples. For Rizzoli the death scenes have a horrifying air of familiarity, as the killer is copying serial killer, Warren Hoyt’s crimes. A federal investigator is also put on the case and Rizzoli clashes with him, as he knows something so politically explosive about the killer that he cannot reveal it to her. Then Warren Hoyt escapes from custody, and the two are united, joining forces to stalk Rizzoli. Has sequel: The sinner, CD82598. Strong language and violence. Read by Regina Reagan in 9 hours, 59 minutes. RNIB. CD82552
The fear index by Robert Harris. London: Hutchinson, 2011. His name is carefully guarded from the general public but within the secretive inner circles of the ultra-rich Dr Alex Hoffmann is a legend. Together with his partner, Hoffmann has developed a revolutionary form of artificial intelligence that tracks human emotions, enabling it to predict movements in the financial markets with uncanny accuracy. But when a sinister intruder breaches the elaborate security of his lakeside house, Hoffmann attempts, with increasing desperation, to discover who is trying to destroy him. Read by Jonathan Oliver in 11 hours. RNIB. CD84325

War Stories

A Gallipoli soldier's secret: a novel by Buket Uzuner; translated by Pelin Thornhill Ariner. Kerikeri, Antares Publishing, 2014. On a pilgrimage to Turkey to find her great grandfather's grave, a young New Zealand woman stumbles across dark secrets that have been hidden in a village near Gallipoli for decades. They are so sensitive that disclosure threatens embarrassment for the villagers and for the two old foes, New Zealand and Turkey. This novel follows the war and its aftermath through the stories of four people; two New Zealanders and two Turkish. Their lives converge with unexpected consequences. Read by Elisabeth Easther in 9 hours, 52 minutes. RNZFB. CD81820

Winter of the world by Ken Follett. London: Macmillan, 2012. This novel continues the stories of five interrelated families. Carla von Ulrich finds her life engulfed by the Nazi tide; American brothers Woody and Chuck Dewar take separate paths to momentous events; English student Lloyd Williams discovers in the Spanish Civil War that he must fight Communism just as hard as Fascism; Daisy Peshkov cares only for popularity until the war transforms her life, while her cousin Volodya carves out a position in Soviet intelligence. Sequel to: Fall of giants, CD82482. Explicit descriptions of sex, strong language and violence. Read by Philip Bretherton in 34 hours, 40 minutes. RNIB. CD82624

Westerns

Moon raiders by Skeeter Dodds. London: Robert Hale, 2007. The town of Wayne Creek is a family town, but not overly prosperous. Then Samuel Lane arrives in town with his own enrichment in mind and change is immediately in the air. Now Wayne Creek will become an open town if Lane gets his way. The town might find wealth prosperous, but it would also be dangerous, as the dregs of the West flood in. Only one man stands out in opposition, Jeb Tierney. Will Lane get his much deserved comeuppance! Read by James Jordan in 3 hours, 18 minutes. RNIB. CD84684

Young adult fiction

Hurt go happy by Ginny Rorby. Thirteen-year-old Joey Willis, deaf since the age of six, is used to being left out of conversations because her mother never allowed her to learn sign language. Everything changes when Joey meets Dr. Charles Mansell and his baby chimpanzee, Sukari. However, as Joey's world blooms with possibilities everything changes again. Read by Emily Bauer in 7 hours, 34 minutes. BA. CD84309

The lighthouse land by Adrian McKinty. When Jamie's mother inherits a small Irish island, he sees a chance to start over, far away from the bullies and the pitying stares. Cancer has left Jamie without an arm or the will to speak. Jamie soon learns that he is heir to an ancient title, Laird of Muck, Guardian of the Passage, and certain otherworldly responsibilities. With the help of a mysterious object he discovers in the island's old lighthouse, Jamie sets out on a dangerous mission that will change the course of his life, and possibly the universe, forever. Read by Gerard Doyle in 9 hours, 59 minutes. BA. CD84315

Mister Monday by Garth Nix. New York: Scholastic, 2003. The architect of the universe disappeared 10,000 years ago, leaving a will. The trustees tear the Will up, scattering it across time and space. A fragment escapes and comes looking for its rightful heir. When Arthur Penhaligon lies dying from an asthma attack on his first day in a new school, evil Mister Monday gives him a special key that not only helps Arthur recover but also unleashes many strange happenings.  After meeting the first part of the Will, Arthur learns that he is the rightful heir. Has sequel: Grim Tuesday, CD84114. Read by John Polk in 8 hours, 1 minute. NLS. CD84113

Mortal fire by Elizabeth Knox. Wellington: Gecko Press, 2013. Sixteen-year-old Canny has always been different. When she begrudgingly joins her older stepbrother on a trip, she wanders into a nearby enchanted valley. With the help of the alluring Ghislain, she starts to untangle the mysteries of the valley and finds that its secrets are her secrets too. Read by Donna Brookbanks in 11 hours, 10 minutes. RNZFB. CD81070

To hold the bridge by Garth Nix. This short story collection, from bestselling fantasy author Garth Nix contains stories from every genre of literature including science fiction, paranormal, realistic fiction, mystery, and adventure. Read by various narrators in 13 hours, 24 minutes. BA. CD84314

When we wake by Karen Healey. Crows Nest, N.S.W.: Allen & Unwin, 2013. Sixteen year old Tegan was loving life: she was joining her friends to protest the wrongs of the world, she was playing guitar, and she thought she might be falling in love for the first time. When Tegan wakes, a hundred years in the future, locked in a government facility, she has no idea what happened. The first person to be cryonically frozen and successfully revived, she is an instant celebrity. When appalling secrets come to light, Tegan must make a choice; should she keep her head down and survive, or fight for a better future? Sponsored by the Lions Club Christchurch Ferrymead. Read by Amanda Billing in 7 hours, 23 minutes. RNZFB. CD81163

Wild angel by Pat Murphy. In the heart of the California gold country, three-year-old Sarah McKensie is orphaned by a stagecoach robber and then adopted by a wolf. As she matures, Sarah learns to assist her pack by contributing human tools to the hunt and, eventually, interacting with human travellers. With her best friend and pack-sister Beka at her side, Sarah becomes a local legend. Her altruism is motivated by curiosity and bafflement by the settlers' inability to perceive the world around them, as well as a passion for biscuits. Read by Bernadette Dunne in 10 hours, 18 minutes. BA. CD84308

Young adult non-fiction

I am Malala: the girl who stood up for education and was shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb. London: Weidenfield & Nicholson, 2013. Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan, Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes. And she nearly lost her life for the right to be educated: She was shot while riding the bus on her way home from school. Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize nominee. Violence. Read by Barathy Jones in 10 hours, 47 minutes. RNIB. CD82504

Junior fiction

Brian saves Christmas by Yvonne Morrison & Deborah Hinde. Auckland: Scholastic, 2010. Brian the sheep is a perpetual disappointment to his father, until one foggy Christmas Eve, he saves the day. A New Zealand-style adaptation of 'Rudolf the red nose reindeer' and 'Night before Christmas'. Read by Heather Warne in 6 minutes. RNZFB. CD71615

Finding Nemo: the junior novelization adapted by Gail Herman. Join Marlin, a brave clownfish, who must embark on an amazing journey across the ocean to find his son, Nemo. Along the way he meets a friendly but forgetful regal blue tang fish named Dory, vegetarian sharks, surfing turtles, hypnotic jellyfish, hungry seagulls, and many others. Read by Adam Verner in 1 hour, 36 minutes. BA. CD84312

How to train your dragon by Cressida Cowell. Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan. However, Horrendous doesn't like to do things the same way as everyone else and finds some interesting ways of dealing with the dragons. Read by David Tennant in 3 hours, 30 minutes. BA. CD84311

Holly the Christmas fairy by Daisy Meadows. London: Orchard Books, 2005. Jack Frost has stolen Santa's sleigh. The Queen of the fairies needs Rachel and Kirsty to help Holly get it back. Read by Rebecca Blech in 1 hour, 15 minutes. RNIB. CD67315

Max's Christmas by Rosemary Wells. London: William Collins, 1986. Despite his sister Ruby's admonitions, Max waits up on Christmas Eve to see Santa Claus coming down the chimney. Read by Rosemary Ronald in 3 minutes. RNZFB. CD80265

Wanted!: Ralfy Rabbit, book burglar by Emily MacKenzie. London: Bloomsbury, 2015. Some rabbits dream about lettuces and carrots. Others dream of flowering meadows and juicy dandelions. Ralfy dreams only of books. In fact, he doesn't just dream about them, he wants to read them all the time. Soon his obsession sends him spiralling into a life of crime. Read by Kevin Keys in 14 minutes. RNZFB. CD80324

Where the wild things are by Maurice Sendak. London: Red Fox/Random House, 2013. A naughty little boy, sent to bed without his supper, sails to the land of the wild things where he becomes their king. Read by Francis Mountjoy in 5 minutes. RNZFB. CD81902
New Braille Books

This issue contains braille books added to the collection since the last issue of Sound and Touch in September 2015.

Abbreviations:

BI: Braille International, Inc.

BR: Braille books held at Parnell Library

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

UEB: Unified English Braille code

v.: volume(s)

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service

The following braille books are contracted, single spaced, and double sided.

Adult Non-Fiction

When we remember: inspiration & integrity for a meaningful funeral by Melissa Abraham. Mona Vale, N.S.W.: Three Things Pty Ltd, 2014. This book is for people planning a funeral. It provides guidance on arranging the funeral, including choosing a casket, what music to play and what to read during the service. It also gives advice for what to do when difficulties arise, how to move forward after the funeral, and how to deal with grief. 3 v., UEB. RNZFB. BR5178

Food and Beverages

Feed the family for $15 or less by Sophie Gray. Auckland, Random House, 2012. In this book, the author explains how to shop, plan and prepare so that each recipe costs less than $15 to make. She joins seasonal vegetables with some inexpensive staples and small amounts of lean protein to create recipes that will appeal to families, students and retirees alike. 4 v., UEB. RNZFB. BR5140

Adult Fiction

Historical Novels

The asylum by John Harwood. Confused and disoriented, Georgina Ferrars awakens in a small room in Tregannon House, a private asylum in a remote corner of England. She has no memory of the past few weeks. Georgina's perilous quest to free herself takes her into a web of hidden family ties on which her survival depends. 4 v., UEB. VAILS. BR5187

Mystery And Detective Stories

One Sunday by Joy Dettman. Sydney: Pan Macmillan Australia, 2005. Early one Sunday, the town of Molliston wakes to the news that a young bride is dead. The year is 1929. The Great War with Germany has been fought and won, but at an immense cost to the small community. Death is too familiar here, as many sons were lost. Racial hatred is like a bushfire in the belly of some. And the dead girl is found only yards from the property of old Joe Reichenberg, a German. Historical mystery and Police procedural. 6 v., UEB. VAILS. BR5188

Short Stories

The complete short stories of Ernest Hemingway by Ernest Hemingway. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1987. A collection of Ernest Hemingway's short stories, including a variety of classics and lesser known tales, published for the first time in this collection. Winner: Nobel Prize for Literature, 1954. 7 v. BI. BR5179

Young Adult Fiction

Blindsided by Priscilla Cummings. New York: Puffin Books, 2011. Natalie is a typical fourteen-year-old girl. When a routine visit to the eye doctor reveals that she will soon go blind, she is devastated. She has to leave everything she knows behind and go to a school for the blind to learn the skills she will need to survive. While she does what she is told, inwardly she desperately hopes for a miracle that will save her sight. Ultimately, she must decide how to go on when her future isn't what she expected. 5 v.,UEB. RNZFB. 78727

Colin Fischer by Ashley Edward Miller & Zack Stentz. Melbourne: Penguin, 2013. Colin Fischer cannot stand to be touched. He does not like the color blue. He needs index cards to recognise facial expressions. When a gun is found in the school cafeteria, interrupting a female classmate's birthday celebration, Colin becomes involved in the investigation. It's up to him to prove that Wayne Connelly, the school bully and Colin's frequent tormenter, didn't bring the gun to school. After all, Wayne didn't have frosting on his hands and there was white chocolate frosting found on the grip of the smoking gun. 3 v., UEB. RNZFB. 79924

Looking for Alibrandi by Melina Marchetta. Melbourne: Penguin, 1992. During her senior year in a Catholic school in Sydney, seventeen-year-old Josie meets and must contend with the father she has never known. 5 v., UEB. RNZFB. 37872

Junior Fiction

Danny, champion of the world by Roald Dahl; illustrated by Quentin Blake. London: Penguin, 2007. Danny thinks his dad is the most marvellous father a boy could have. Life is happy and peaceful in their gypsy caravan. Then Danny discovers that his dad has been breaking the law. Soon Danny has to join his father as they attempt to pull off a daring and devilish plot against horrible, red-faced Mr Hazell. 5 v., UEB. RNZFB. 12946

Strike of the shark by Bear Grylls. London: Red Fox, 2013. When Beck Granger is ship-wrecked in the open seas, he needs all of his survival skills to save a small group of passengers. However, the sinking was no accident. In order to stay alive, he'll have to work out who wants him dead, and why. That is, if the sharks don't get him first. 4 v., UEB. RNZFB. 78336

Two weeks with the Queen by Morris Gleitzman. Sydney, N.S.W.: Pan Macmillan, 2010. Sent to live with relatives in England when his younger brother develops a rare form of cancer, Colin tries to see the Queen to help find a cure for his brother. 4 v., UEB. RNZFB. 53653
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