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Evaluating the braille collection 
From time to time the library evaluates its collections to measure the performance of 
collections, using collection usage information, client feedback and selection 
guidelines. The library is currently undertaking an evaluation of the adult braille 
collection. When considering withdrawing titles, the following principles are taken into 
account: 

 Relevance 

 Up-to-date and accurate 

 Condition 

 Low usage statistics 

 Technologically out-of-date. 

Anything that is client authored, has special cultural and heritage significance to the 
Blind Foundation or New Zealand, or is a classic work will not be withdrawn. 

The Blind Foundation Library is continuing to add new braille and ebraille to its 
collection. It also now creates electronic records for all braille it produces in-house. 
These titles that have electronic records can be embossed upon request. 

When we have a list of titles that are being withdrawn these will be advertised in the 
Braille bookmarks newsletter. Members will be invited to ring the Blind Foundation 
and request these titles and they will be given out on a first come, first served basis. 
Titles that are not given to members will then be offered to schools in the Pacific 
Islands. 

Box: 



Special thanks to: The Freemasons New Zealand and The Freemasons Charity for 

sponsoring 33 audio books. Three of these titles are newly available: 

To the summit: getting out of a wheelchair and to the Himalayas by Nick Allen 

The flying doctor: the adventures of a New Zealand bush pilot, hunter and 
backcountry doctor by Dave Baldwin 

Johnny Enzed: the New Zealand soldier in the First World War 1914-1918 by 

Glyn Harper 

End box. 

Library staff 
The Library says farewell to Kylie Thomson, Information Services Librarian. Kylie has 
been involved with many aspects of the Library, including answering a wide range of 
reference queries and creating Revisionary, the Blind Foundation's online heritage 
repository. 

We wish her well in her future endeavours. 

List of volunteers 
The Library is currently working on improving the delivery of our DAISY audio books 
to you. If you are interested in undertaking testing on this for us, we would really 
appreciate it if you put your name forward. Please contact Tom Smith, our Client 
Training and Engagement Senior Advisor, on 0800-24-33-33, or by email at 
tsmith@blindfoundation.org.nz. 

In addition, the Library is aware that from time to time there are audio quality issues 
with DAISY titles that are sent to members. We would like to set up a list of 
volunteers to review a selection of recent titles produced in our studios and provide 
us with feedback if there are any issues with sound quality. If you would like to be 
added to this list please contact the library on 0800-24-33-33 or email Geraldine 
Lewis, Acting Library Manager on glewis@blindfoundation.org.nz 

2017 New Zealand general election 
The 2017 New Zealand general election is scheduled to be held on Saturday 23rd 
September 2017. The Electoral Commission's Election Guide and Telephone 
Dictation Voting Details are all on TIS Menu 73. We have also sent them out to 
members by audio CD and other preferred formats. If you have not received this and 
would like to, please contact us on 0800-24-33-33 or email 
library@blindfoundation.org.nz. 

BookLink app training YouTube videos 
Tom Smith has created a series of Booklink app training videos to help you and your 
supporters use the BookLink app and assist with any problems you may be having. 
The videos he has created so far are: 

Downloading and Logging on: http://tinyurl.com/y9e9d7z9 

BookLink Audio Books and Youth Library: http://tinyurl.com/yc6hytvf 

mailto:tsmith@blindfoundation.org.nz
mailto:glewis@blindfoundation.org.nz
mailto:library@blindfoundation.org.nz
http://tinyurl.com/y9e9d7z9
http://tinyurl.com/yc6hytvf


Newspapers: http://tinyurl.com/y99r622o 

Magazines: http://tinyurl.com/yb9s5usx 

More …: http://tinyurl.com/ybj4dk75 

Many thanks to our generous sponsors 
We would like to express our appreciation to the people and organisations that have 
kindly sponsored books for the Library since the previous issue of Sound and Touch. 
These funds have helped to make print material accessible to people who are blind 
or have low vision and without their generous support it would not be possible to add 
more new titles to our Library. 

Many thanks to the following sponsors: 

McAlpine Hussmann for Red Herring by Jonathan Cullinane. 

Sally P. Campbell for In dark places: the confessions of Teina Pora and an ex-
cop's fight for justice by Michael Bennett. 

Kiwanis for The island of lost horses by Stacy Gregg. 

Soroptimist International of North Canterbury for All day at the movies by Fiona 

Kidman (book details included in the June issue of Sound and Touch). 

New DAISY audio 
This issue contains DAISY audio books added to the collection since the last issue of 
Sound and Touch in June 2017. 

Abbreviations: 

BA: Blackstone Audio Inc. 

CD: DAISY audio CD ordering number 

CNIB: (formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

MTM: Swedish Agency for Accessible Media 

NLS: National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of 
Congress 

RNIB: Royal National Institute of Blind People 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

SALB: South African Library for the Blind 

Ulv: Ulverscroft 

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service 

Adult non-fiction 

Ancient history and classical studies 

Pompeii by Richard Seaford. Pompeii was destroyed by an eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius in 79 A.D. It was preserved by the volcanic ash in which it was buried and 

http://tinyurl.com/y99r622o
http://tinyurl.com/yb9s5usx
http://tinyurl.com/ybj4dk75


from it we have a unique picture of life in that time. This book describes that life. 
Read by Noel Hodda in 1 hour, 43 minutes. VAILS. CD93933 

Actors and Entertainers (Biography) 

Nevertheless: a memoir by Alec Baldwin. Accomplished and outspoken actor Alec 
Baldwin chronicles the highs and lows of his life in this candid memoir. Read by Alec 
Baldwin in 8 hours, 25 minutes. BA. CD95342 

Authors (biography) 

This is happy by Camilla Gibb. In this moving memoir, the author reveals the 

intensity of the grief that besieged her as the happiness of a longed for family 
shattered. A family constituted by a small cast of resilient souls, adults broken in the 
way many of us are, united in love for a child. Reflecting on tangled moments of past 
sadness and joy, alienation and belonging, Gibb revisits her stories now in relation to 
the happy daughter who will inherit them, and she finds there new meaning and 
beauty. Read by Iole Fabbro in 6 hours, 4 minutes. CNIB. CD92678 

Country Living 

No job for a girl by Susan Swaney. When the author set up a veterinary practice in 

Western Victoria, there was resistance because she was a woman and there was 
the rugged climate to get used to. This is a diary of twelve months in the author's life 
as a vet, farmer and mother. Read by Michelle Stayner in 7 hours, 9 minutes. VAILS. 
CD94109 

Crime and the law 

In dark places: the confessions of Teina Pora and an ex-cop's fight for justice 
by Michael Bennett. In 1992 Teina Pora, a seventeen-year-old car thief, confessed 

to a crime he didn't commit and then spent twenty-one years in jail. Tim McKinnel, an 
ex-cop turned private investigator, saw an injustice had been done and set out to win 
Teina's freedom. Read by Bruce Hopkins in 7 hours, 20 minutes. RNZFB. CD88953 

Disabilities (Biography) 

Taking my life back: my story of faith, determination, and surviving the Boston 
Marathon bombing by Rebekah Gregory with Anthony Flacco. Rebekah Gregory 

and her five-year-old son were at the finish line of the Boston Marathon when the 
bombs went off. Rebekah's legs took the blast, protecting her son. This memoir tells 
her story of recovery, including returning to Boston to run part of the race, and the 
peace of trusting God. Read by Rebekah Gregory in 5 hours, 2 minutes. BA. 
CD95339 

To the summit: getting out of a wheelchair and to the Himalayas by Nick Allen. 

This is the inspirational story of climber Nick Allen, who went from outdoorsman, to 
wheelchair-bound with multiple sclerosis, to back to the life in the mountains he loves 
through sheer determination and grit. This is an account of his conquest of the 
Himalayan peak, Imja Tse. Read by Francis Mountjoy in 6 hours, 55 minutes. 
RNZFB. CD92451 



Food and beverages 

What the fat?: fat's in, sugar's out by Grant Schofield, Caryn Zinn, Craig 
Rodger, forward by Pete Evans. This book flips the pyramid to help readers break 
free of the fat phobia. More than just a diet plan or a cookbook, this book is a new 
way of eating to help change your life. For good. Read by Zee Monsalve in 7 hours, 
6 minutes. RNZFB. CD93450 

Media and communications 

Public speaking for success by Dale Carnegie. Dale Carnegie began his career 
by teaching the art of public speaking. This revision of Carnegie's Public speaking, 
originally published in 1926, is edited by a long-time consultant to Dale Carnegie & 
Associates, Inc. While up-to-date in its language and points of reference, this edition 
preserves the full range of ideas and methods that appeared in the original, including 
Carnegie's complete speech and diction exercises, which follow each chapter, as the 
author originally designated them. Read by Sean Bratt in 15 hours, 27 minutes. BA. 
CD95356 

Medicine (Biography)  

The flying doctor: the adventures of a New Zealand bush pilot, hunter and 
backcountry doctor by Dave Baldwin. Dave Baldwin, known throughout the 

backcountry as The Flying Doctor, shares his tales from life lived at full-throttle. From 
his early years struggling with dyslexia to graduating from medical school, from 
learning to fly and joining the New Zealand Air Force to becoming a cardiologist at 
Palmerston North Hospital and setting up a general practice in Bulls. Read by Bruce 
Hopkins in 7 hours, 21 minutes. RNZFB. CD89533 

Our miracle called Louise: a parents' story by Lesley Brown, John Brown and 
Sue Freeman. On 25 July 1978 the world celebrated the birth of the first "test tube" 

baby. This was a great medical achievement which gave hope to childless couples. 
To the parents of this famous baby however, it was a miracle. This is their story. 
Read by Angela Cockburn in 4 hours, 10 minutes. VAILS. CD93970 

Musicians (Biography) 

Goneville: a memoir by Nick Bollinger. Goneville is a coming-of-age memoir and 

an intimate look at the evolving music scene in 1970s New Zealand. It shows how 
this music intersected—sometimes violently—with the prevailing culture, in which 
real men played rugby, not rock. Nick Bollinger reflects on the hard, often thankless 
and occasionally joyous life of the career musician. Read by Romy Hooper in 6 
hours, 2 minutes. RNZFB. CD93351 

New Zealand history 

Behind bars: real life stories from inside New Zealand's prisons by Anna 
Leask. These stories take you deep into the prisons of New Zealand and reveal the 

private lives of inmates: their first night inside, how they spend their time, how they 
change, how they learn who to trust, how they fit in and ultimately, how they survive. 
A glimpse into a world most of us can only imagine but those who experience it can 
never forget. Read by Zee Monsalve in 6 hours, 33 minutes. RNZFB. CD93449 



From highways to the high country: the Dawn Andrews story by Deborah 
Walton-Derry. The story of a woman from humble beginnings who, in the face of 

tragedy, went on to own and manage two businesses that were very much the 
domain of men. Dawn Andrews was born in Gore, a Southland town serving the 
needs of the surrounding farming community. She met her husband, Fred Andrews, 
on a blind date at the St James theatre where she worked as an usherette several 
evenings a week. This is a story of her life in rural New Zealand from her earliest 
years in the 1940's. A story of bringing up a family and facing challenges head on. 
Read by Cheryl Lawton in 6 hours, 37 minutes. RNZFB. CD93452 

New Zealand (biography) 

Jake Bailey: what cancer taught me by Jake Bailey. Confronting the possibility of 

death has led Jake to re-evaluate all that he took for granted in life and to encourage 
others to do the same. His book is a call to action to people of all ages. Read by 
Francis Mountjoy in 5 hours, 29 minutes. RNZFB. CD93746 

My father's island: a memoir by Adam Dudding. A biography of Robin Dudding, 

one of the New Zealand's greatest literary editors and an unconventional cultural 
figure. Adam Dudding examines his father's public achievements, and also writes 
frankly and movingly about what it was like to grow up the son of a famously 
painstaking worker who felt side-lined by social change and struggled to provide for 
his family of six children. Read by Owen Scott in 7 hours, 47 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD93350 

North America 

A road tour of American song titles: from Mendocino to Memphis by Karl Du 
Fresne. Like most New Zealand kids in the 1960s, Karl du Fresne grew up listening 

to songs about American towns and cities. He found himself wondering what sort of 
places they were and what had motivated such illustrious pop composers as Jimmy 
Webb, Hal David, Neil Sedaka and Chuck Berry to write about them. A career 
journalist, former musician and keen amateur musicologist, he eventually decided to 
find out for himself. Thus was launched a serial pilgrimage that took him to 24 towns 
and cities, from Abilene to Wichita and Memphis to Mendocino. Read by Eugene 
Upston in 11 hours, 10 minutes. RNZFB. CD93352 

Politics 

The case for impeachment by Allan J. Lichtman. American University professor 

Allan J. Lichtman describes how President Trump's dealings with Russia, his 
conflicts of interest, and his numerous civil suits make him uniquely vulnerable to 
impeachment. Read by Dan Woren in 6 hours, 32 minutes. BA. CD95355 

Dirty politics: how attack politics is poisoning New Zealand's political 
environment by Nicky Hager. This book by investigative journalist Nicky Hager 
focuses on six years of the John Key-led Government, partly through email 
exchanges between blogger Cameron Slater and National party figures. Read by 
Cheryl Lawton in 7 hours, 41 minutes. RNZFB. CD93522 



Religion (biography) 

The making of a leader: recognizing the lessons and stages of leadership 
development by Dr. J. Robert Clinton. Dr. J. Robert Clinton examines leaders 
from across the ages, and identifies six stages of leadership so you too, can develop 
your potential. Read by Charles Constant in 6 hours, 14 minutes. BA. CD95350 

Politics (biography) 

Righteous gentile: the story of Raoul Wallenberg, missing hero of the 
Holocaust by John Bierman. Tells the story of Swedish attaché Raoul 
Wallenberg's heroic mission during World War II and its subsequent tragic aftermath. 
Read by Bruce Webber in 9 hours, 34 minutes. VAILS. CD94040 

Short stories and essays 

On the breath of song: the practice of bedside singing for the dying by Kathy 
Leo. Hallowell, founded by Kathy Leo of Vermont, is a hospice choir connected to 

Brattleboro Area Hospice. On the breath of song offers guidance and insight into the 
practice of singing for the dying and their families. True stories of experience with the 
hospice choir Hallowell. Read by Margaret Blay in 6 hours, 35 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD93751 

Sportspeople (Biography) 

Arnie: the life of Arnold Palmer by Tom Callahan. The winner of more than ninety 

golf championships, Arnold Palmer was a legend in twentieth-century sports. Tom 
Callahan knew Palmer well for many years, and now he pays tribute to this golfing 
icon. Read by Danny Campbell in 8 hours, 39 minutes. BA. CD95360 

The environment 

Feeling rubbish: a guide to reducing waste for blind and vision impaired 
Aucklanders by Blind Citizens New Zealand, Auckland branch. This guide 

assists blind and vision impaired people to identify, sort and reduce household 
waste. Read by Kevin Keys and Tihema Bennett in 1 hour, 38 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD97012 

Slick water: fracking and one insider's stand against the world's most powerful 
industry by Andrew Nikiforuk. When Jessica Ernst's well water turned into a 
flammable broth that even her dogs refused to drink, the biologist and long-time oil 
patch consultant discovered that energy giant Encana had secretly fracked hundreds 
of gas wells around her home. Since then, her ongoing lawsuit against Encana, 
Alberta Environment and the Energy Resources Conservation Board has made her a 
folk hero in many places worldwide where fracking is underway. Read by Martha 
Fletcher in 13 hours, 43 minutes. CNIB. CD92673 

Wars 

Hit & run: the New Zealand SAS in Afghanistan and the meaning of honour by 
Nicky Hager and Jon Stephenson. In August 2010, a New Zealand soldier died in 



a roadside bomb blast in Afghanistan. In retaliation, the New Zealand SAS led a raid 
on two isolated villages in search of the fighters they suspected were responsible. 
The operation was approved by the Prime Minister via phone and ended with 21 
civilians, including women and children, dead though no fighters were found. This is 
an account of these events and it questions the meaning of honour; about who we 
want to be and what we believe in as New Zealanders. Read by Zee Monsalve in 5 
hours, 2 minutes. RNZFB. CD93171 

Johnny Enzed: the New Zealand soldier in the First World War 1914-1918 by 
Glyn Harper. The New Zealand soldiers who fought in the First World War 

represented one of the greatest collective endeavours in the nation's history. Over 
100,000 men and women would embark for overseas service and almost 60,000 of 
them became casualties. This book reveals what they experienced – barbed wire, 
the use of the bayonet, gas attacks and much more. Read by Kevin Keys in 39 
hours, 27 minutes. RNZFB. CD85216 

Women in society 

A woman's place: life, leadership and lessons from the boardroom by Joan 
Withers with Jenni McManus. Joan Withers has been a champion of diversity in 
the workplace and a trailblazer for women in the board room. Despite leaving school 
with only School Certificate at 16, Joan rose to the top of New Zealand's largest 
media organisation and has served on the boards of several leading companies. She 
shares insights on how to achieve career success while holding together family life, 
and offers key learnings from more than 25 years as a woman at the top of the 
corporate ladder. Read by Marguerite Vanderkolk in 6 hours, 40 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD95455 

Adult fiction 

Adventure stories  

Show me a hero by Alfred Coppel. The United States ambassador to Lebanon and 

his staff are taken hostage, and Major Quary receives information that they are being 
held at an oasis in the Libyan desert. In the face of grim odds, can Quary sneak into 
Libya and rescue them? Contains some coarse language. Read by Tony Morgan in 
9 hours, 5 minutes. VAILS. CD94063 

The unripe gold by Geoffrey Jenkins. A rare metal of strategic value is found at 
Ooranjemund, a small mining town in the heart of the diamond fields in South West 
Africa. The territory becomes the arena for undercover investigations involving the 
international arms race ... Read by Andrew Inglis in 9 hours, 9 minutes. VAILS. 
CD93953 

Crime fiction 

The fix by David Baldacci. When Amos Decker witnesses a murder just outside 
FBI headquarters, he and his team find absolutely no connection between the 
shooter and his victim. Enter Harper Brown. An agent of the Defence Intelligence 
Agency, she orders Decker to back off the case. But Decker's never been one to 



follow the rules. Read by Kyf Brewer and Orlagh Cassidy in 11 hours, 54 minutes. 
Series: Amos Decker, Book 3. Sequel to: The last mile, 87143. BA. CD95343 

The student body by Simon Wyatt. A popular fifteen-year old girl is strangled to 

death at a school camp on Auckland's West Coast. The posing of the body suggests 
a sexual motive. Nick Knight, a lawyer turned detective and a week into his role as a 
newly promoted detective sergeant, is tasked with the critical job of leading the 
suspects team. Read by Owen Scott in 8 hours, 39 minutes. RNZFB. CD93346 

Disabilities (fiction)  

Best boy: a novel by Eli Gottlieb. Sent to a therapeutic community for autism at 

the age of eleven, Todd Aaron, now in his fifties, is the Old Fox of Payton 
LivingCenter. A joyous man who rereads the encyclopaedia compulsively, he is 
unnerved by the sudden arrivals of a menacing new staffer and a disruptive, brain-
injured roommate. Todd attempts an escape to return home to his younger brother 
and to a childhood that now inhabits only his dreams. Read by Bronson Pinchot in 7 
hours, 20 minutes. BA. CD95352 

Erotic literature 

Master professor: lessons from the rack by Tara Sue Me. Andie loves her 

childhood friend, Terrence. But he's a dominant and first wants her trained as a 
submissive. He enrols her at RACK Academy with instructions to her teachers: do 
what you need, but don't take her virginity. For her instructor, Fulton, that pledge is 
easier said than done. Series: Lessons from the rack, book 1. Read by Tatiana 
Sokolov in 7 hours, 23 minutes. Contains explicit descriptions of sex. BA. CD95357 

Fantasy  

My friend Madame Zora by Jane Duncan. "The dark haired stranger is 

here...welcome..." This was Janet's first introduction to Madame Zora, a mysterious 
clairvoyant, who was to involve Janet and her husband in a series of events: 
uncanny, semi-tragic and just plain hilarious. Read by Shulamite Rovkin in 8 hours, 8 
minutes. VAILS. CD93981 

General fiction 

The color of our sky: a novel by Amita Trasi. Mukta is a ten-year-old lower-caste 

girl who is to become a temple prostitute. Attempting to escape her fate, she 
becomes a house servant for an upper-middle-class family in Mumbai. There she 
discovers a friend in the family's high spirited daughter, eight-year-old Tara, until 
Mukta is kidnapped and disappears. Read by Zehra Jane Naqvi and Sneha Mathan 
in 11 hours, 50 minutes. BA. CD95363 

Outline by Rachel Cusk. Outline is a novel in ten conversations. It follows a novelist 

teaching a course in creative writing in Athens, where she encounters various people 
who reveal to her their fantasies, anxieties, regrets and longings. Through these 
disclosures, a portrait of the narrator is drawn by contrast. Read by Kate Reading in 
6 hours, 34 minutes. BA. CD95354 



Historical novels 

The talisman by Sir Walter Scott. Story of Sir Kenneth, Prince Royal of Scotland, 

who accompanies Richard the Lion-Heart to the Holy Land. Richard and his noble 
enemy, Saladin, are the main characters of this novel set both in the Holy Land and 
England at the time of the Third Crusade. Read by Ross Sharp in 13 hours, 17 
minutes. VAILS. CD93994 

Through the lonesome dark by Paddy Richardson. For the men of the town, 

Blackball is the daily hardship of working the mine. For the women, it's dismal 
cottages with the piles of coal outside. Yet for Pansy, Otto and Clem, children of 
Blackball, it's the treasure of the creek and bush and the richness of the friendship 
which binds them together. Set in the times surrounding the Great War, this novel 
confronts and questions the loyalties demanded by family, friendship and love. Read 
by Janice Finn in 9 hours, 50 minutes. RNZFB. CD95900 

Historical romance 

Lord of the Privateers by Stephanie Laurens. Can true love die? Or, neglected, 
does it lie dormant until the object of true desire is again within reach? Denied, does 
passion smoulder, like embers waiting for the right conditions to flare into an all-
consuming conflagration? The author delivers the thrilling conclusion to this series, a 
passionate Regency-era drama played out on the high seas and in the sweltering 
heat of tropical jungles, reaching a scintillating climax in the glittering ballrooms of 
Mayfair. Read by Steve West in 16 hours 15 minutes. Series: The adventurer's 
quartet, book 4. Sequel to: The daredevil snared, 88107. BA. CD95345 

My one true highlander by Suzanne Enoch. Rugged Highlander Graeme has one 

goal: take a stand against the horrible Englishman Lattimer. But when his brother 
goes too far and kidnaps a young woman on her way to see Lattimer, Graeme can't 
let her go without his kin getting in trouble. Read by Flora MacDonald in 10 hours 32 
minutes. Series: No ordinary hero, book 2. BA. Sequel to: Hero in the highlands, 
95358. CD95344 

Humour 

Dance, Gladys, dance by Cassie Stocks. Twenty-seven-year-old Frieda Zweig is 

at an impasse. Behind her is a string of failed relationships and half-forgotten 
ambitions of being a painter. In front of her lies the dreary task of finding a real job 
and figuring out what "normal" people do with their lives. Then she meets Gladys, an 
elderly woman who long ago gave up on her dreams of being a dancer. Frieda's 
uncanny connection with this kindred spirit causes her to see her life in a new way—
as anything but ordinary. Read by Marysia Bucholc in 10 hours, 32 minutes. VAILS. 
CD92672 

Light Romance 

Sunswept summer by Kathleen O'Brien. Rory Hammond's rumoured custody 

battle with his ex-wife is a reporter's dream. Lucy Austin, however, remembers the 
summer she spent with Rory before he married his Palm Beach girlfriend. Read by 
Eleanor Yourex in 5 hours, 58 minutes. CNIB. CD92648 



To love them all by Eva Rutland. When a globe-trotting bachelor is left with an 
orphaned nephew and niece, he decides that a business agreement of marriage with 
social worker Marcy Wilson will solve his problems. Read by Eleanor Yourex in 5 
hours, 52 minutes. CNIB. CD92670 

Modern women's fiction 

Scarlet lies by Lani Young. Sixteen years ago, Scarlet's family sent her away in 

disgrace. She's been back once—with disastrous consequences. Now, her little 
sister is getting married and Scarlet's headed home once more. Will this be the 
reunion she's always longed for? Or will the lies of her childhood entangle her once 
more in their beautiful embrace? Read by Niva Retimanu in 5 hours, 30 minutes. 
Scarlet series: Book 1. Has sequel: Scarlet secrets, 95462. RNZFB. CD93783 

Mystery and detective  

Blacklands by Belinda Bauer. Steven Lamb digs holes on Exmoor, hoping to lay to 
rest the ghost of his uncle, who disappeared aged 11 and is assumed to have fallen 
victim to the serial killer Arnold Avery. Only Steven's nan is not convinced her son is 
dead. Steven is determined to heal the widening cracks in his family before it's too 
late. And if that means presenting his grandmother with the bones of her murdered 
son, he'll do it. Read by Colleen Prendergast in 7 hours, 8 minutes. Series: Exmoor 
trilogy, book 1. Has sequel; Darkside, 95818. Ulv. CD95817 

Borrowed light by Graham Hurley. DI Joe Faraday, badly injured on holiday in the 

Middle East, is convalescing in the UK. Four deaths in a suspicious farmhouse fire 
drag him back to work before he's truly fit. His partner, meanwhile, wants to adopt a 
young Palestinian child. Both privately and professionally, Faraday is under threat. 
Police procedural. Read by Tim Pepper in 12 hours, 40 minutes. Series: Faraday 
and Winter, book 11. Sequel to: Beyond reach, 96602. Has sequel: Happy days, 
96601. Ulv. CD96603 

Pale as the dead: a genealogical mystery by Fiona Mountain. Lizzie Siddal is a 

real and fascinating historical figure whose beauty, tragic life and mysterious death 
have made her into a legend. This is the story of how the disappearance of a young 
girl, Bethany, appears to be linked in some way to Lizzie Siddal. Detective Natasha 
Blake is a complex young genealogist with a passion for history and driven by the 
mystery of her own roots—she was abandoned in the hospital as a new-born. Read 
by Janice Finn in 9 hours, 44 minutes. Series: Natasha Blake ancestor detective, 
book 1. RNZFB. CD95427 

Shadow of the raven: a Dr. Thomas Silkstone mystery by Tessa Harris. In a 

notorious mental hospital, Dr. Thomas Silkstone seeks out a patient with whom he is 
on intimate terms. But he is unprepared for the state in which he finds Lady Lydia 
Farrell. Thomas vows to help free Lydia and finds himself in the midst of a sinister 
conspiracy. Read by Simon Vance in 10 hours, 9 minutes. Series: Dr. Thomas 
Silkstone Mysteries, Book 5. Sequel to: The Lazarus curse, 92698. Has sequel; 
Secrets in the stones, 92699. BA. CD95351 



Myths and legends 

Tales of the Alhambra by Washington Irving. Legends, traditions and tales which 

the centuries have woven around the ruins of the intriguing Moorish palace in the 
heart of Granada, Spain. Read by Brian Harrison in 9 hours, 26 minutes. VAILS. 
CD94051 

Nature and animals 

Daylight second by Kelly Ana Morey. This novel is based around Phar Lap, the 

racehorse that became a champion, then a legend. "Phar Lap first ... daylight 
second" became a familiar refrain from race-callers as the great horse tore up every 
race track and record, becoming the people's champion in 1930s Australia and 
abroad. Read by John Leigh in 11 hours, 17 minutes. RNZFB. CD88950 

NZ and Pacific novels 

Red Herring by Jonothan Cullinane. Auckland, 1951. A man overboard, a murder 

and a lot of loose ends. The workers and the government are heading for 
confrontation and the waterfront is the frontline. Together private detective Johnny 
Molloy and feisty young reporter Caitlin Corrigan begin to uncover a conspiracy that 
goes to the heart of the establishment. Read by Paul Barrett in 6 hours, 35 minutes. 
RNZFB. CD88954 

A striking truth by Helen McNeil. In 1986 in a central North Island town of New 

Zealand, the changing labour laws are pressing on the unionized workers of the local 
mill and their families. The unions believe they are in for another round of strikes, but 
the mill owners and operators are convinced this time they have a mandate to crush 
the unions once and for all. A chronicle of the birth of New Zealand's experimentation 
with neoliberalism by its effect on one community. Read by Margaret Blay in 7 hours, 
46 minutes. RNZFB. CD93349 

The suicide club by Sarah Quigley. This novel examines the last taboo in our 

society—as well as our deep human desire to connect. It explores why we feel the 
need to extinguish ourselves, how we can pull back from the edge, and how, by 
saving ourselves, we can sometimes also save the people we love. Read by Zee 
Monsalve in 10 hours, 54 minutes. RNZFB. CD93232 

Romance 

Sweet memories by LaVyrle Spencer. Theresa, twenty-five, is looking forward to 

Christmas. Her brother Jeff will be home on leave, and the entire family will be 
together, so why does Jeff have to bring his friend Brian? Christmas is for families. 
But Brian has no family, and, besides, Jeff wants him to meet Theresa. Brian might 
be just what she needs to overcome the feelings about her generously endowed 
figure that make her so unsure of herself. Some strong language and descriptions of 
sex. Read by Elizabeth Hemmerick in 10 hours, 32 minutes. CNIB. CD92674 

Science fiction 

Borne by Jeff VanderMeer. In a ruined city, Rachel, a scavenger, finds a small 

creature named "Borne" tangled in the fur of Mord, a gigantic bear made by a 



biotech firm. She knows her lover, Wick, is keeping secrets about working there, so 
she searches his stuff and finds a journal titled "Mord". What is he hiding? Read by 
Bahni Turpin in 12 hours, 10 minutes. BA. CD95347 

Star sailors by James McNaughton. In the not too distant future, the effects of 

climate change devastate the world and New Zealand becomes a haven for elites. 
When a young couple from the wrong side of the tracks gain entry into Wellington's 
most exclusive gated community, it appears their troubles are over. But they find 
themselves divided over the identity of Sam Starsailor, an alien prophet who has 
washed up on a beach near New Hokitika and is said to bring warnings from another 
planet. Read by Marguerite Vanderkolk in 14 hours, 58 minutes. RNZFB. CD93347 

Short stories 

Can you tolerate this?: personal essays by Ashleigh Young. A collection of 

twenty-one personal essays. Ashleigh Young roams freely from preoccupation to 
preoccupation trying to find some measure of clarity amid uncertainty. How to bear 
each moment of experience: the inconsequential as much as the shattering? Her 
search takes us through poignant, funny and raw territories. Read by Zee Monsalve 
in 5 hours, 42 minutes. RNZFB. CD93056 

Spy stories 

The dossier by Pierre Salinger and Leonard Gross. An American newsman in 
Europe learns of the existence of a dossier that would topple a former French 
Resistance hero, now running for the Presidency of France. The old documents 
consist of captured Gestapo files, now buried in KGB vaults in Moscow. Read by 
Peter Whitford in 10 hours, 4 minutes. VAILS. CD93976 

The family 

Rachel's legacy by Julie Thomas. When Dr Kobi Voight is given a set of old letters 
by his mother he has no inkling that they will lead him around the world and deep 
into the tragic past of his family. From the Holocaust to the present day, across 
continents and oceans, Kobi's journey will ultimately lead him to the truth about his 
family's past—and his own identity. Read by Jeff Szusterman in 8 hours, 39 minutes. 
Series: Horowitz family, book 2. Sequel to: The keeper of secrets, 72450. RNZFB. 
CD89550 

Richmond heritage by Susan Sallis. Mary Richmond's marriage had been 
crumbling for years. Her husband's life was bound up with the family farm, so when 
Charles Mitchell made no secret of his admiration for her, Mary realised just how 
bleak her marriage had become. Read by Sher Guhl in 6 hours, 20 minutes. VAILS. 
CD93952 

Thrillers 

Detective Cross by James Patterson. An anonymous caller has promised to set off 
deadly bombs in Washington, DC. A cruel hoax or the real deal? By the time Alex 
Cross and his wife, Bree Stone, uncover the chilling truth, it may already be too late. 
Read by Ty Jones in 2 hours, 46 minutes. Series: Bookshots. BA. CD95340 



No man's land by David Baldacci. John Puller may be the US Army's most 
tenacious investigator, but he is not equipped to face the truth about his mother's 
disappearance thirty years ago. New evidence has come to light suggesting that 
Puller's father, a highly decorated army veteran, may have murdered his wife. As 
both men uncover a trail of deception that stretches back decades, they realize that 
the truth will bind them together in ways they could never have imagined. Read by 
Kyf Brewer and Orlagh Cassidy in 11 hours, 37 minutes. BA. CD92690 

Nothing to lose by Lee Child. Two small towns in Colorado: Hope and Despair. 
Between them, nothing but twelve miles of empty road. Jack Reacher can't find a 
ride, so he walks. All he wants is a cup of coffee. All he gets are four redneck 
deputies, a vagrancy charge and a trip back to the line. They're picking on the wrong 
guy. Reacher is a big man, and he's in shape. No job, no address, no baggage. 
Nothing except bloody-minded curiosity. What are the secrets the locals seem so 
determined to hide? Read by Jeff Harding in 13 hours, 23 minutes. Series: Jack 
Reacher, book 12. Sequel to: Bad luck and trouble, 73095. Has sequel: Gone 
tomorrow, 54549. BA. CD93089 

Westerns 

Montana! By Dana Fuller Ross. In 1866, Toby Holt and his friend Rob Martin 

accept a mandate from the president to survey the vast Montana territory for a 
railroad line. The surveyors soon find themselves violently opposed by the Sioux 
chief and Ma Hastings' gang, who kidnap their wives. Contains descriptions of sex. 
Read by Nicholas Opolski in 9 hours, 51 minutes. Series: Wagons west, book 10. 
Has sequel: Dakota!, 75723. VAILS. CD94078 

Young adult fiction 
Tales told to Kabbarli by Daisy Bates: retold by Barbara Ker Wilson. Thirty-four 
Aboriginal myths and legends collected by Daisy Bates (Kabbarli) while she pursued 
a nomad life on the Nullarbor. These fables include stories about the origins of the 
fire and the stars, and the various natures of spirits and animals. Read by Lyn 
Haddrick in 2 hours 35 minutes. VAILS. CD93935 

Junior fiction 
Erak's ransom by John Flanagan. When the Skandian Oberjarl is taken hostage 

during a raid on the desert land of Arrida, his second-in-command, Svengal, asks the 
Araluans for help. Halt and Will must go with him to deliver the ransom and secure 
Erak's freedom. The Princess Cassandra-or Evanlyn, provides the necessary royal 
presence. Horace and the Ranger Gilan round out the group to make sure that 
Evanlyn is well protected. But through the desert wasteland awash with enemies and 
obstacles, will they reach Erak in time? Read by John Keating in 12 hours, 38 
minutes. Series: Ranger's apprentice, book 7. Sequel to: The siege of Macindaw, 
88373. Has sequel: The kings of Clonmel, 93904. VAILS. CD93898 

The icebound land by John Flanagan. Will and Evanlyn are bound for Skandia as 
the captives of the fearsome Skandian wolfship captain, Erak. Halt has sworn to 
rescue Will, and he will do anything to keep his promise—even defy his King. 
Expelled from the Rangers, Halt is joined by Horace as he travels through Gallica 



towards Skandia. But will they be in time to rescue Will from a life of slavery? Read 
by multiple narrators in 7 hours, 51 minutes. Series: Ranger's apprentice, book 3. 
Sequel to: The burning bridge, 94441. Has sequel: Oakleaf bearers, 94559. VAILS. 
CD93902 

The island of lost horses by Stacy Gregg. When Beatriz stumbles across a wild 
mare with strange markings in the jungle she can't believe it is real. From that 
moment on, the strongest connection grows between them and she begins to 
uncover an incredible history. Centuries ago, Felipa and her horse, Cara Blanca, 
were running for their lives. As the fates of Beatriz, Felipa and their horses become 
entwined, Beatriz realises that the future of the world's rarest horses depends on her. 
Read by Jacque Drew in 4 hours, 47 minutes. RNZFB. CD88390 

A night in Terror Tower: Goosebumps by R. L Stine. Sue and her brother Eddie 

are visiting London. They can't find their tour group, but there's no reason to panic. 
Their tour guide wouldn't just leave them all alone in a gloomy old prison tower. And 
they certainly won't get locked inside, after dark. And there couldn't be anyone in the 
tower, anyone who would want to do them harm. Read by Aileen Seaton in 2 hours, 
44 minutes. Series: Goosebumps, book 27. CNIB. CD92684 

Oakleaf bearers by John Flanagan. Just as spring approaches and Will and 
Evanlyn can finally escape Skandia, Evanlyn is carried off by mysterious horsemen. 
Will sets out after them, but one boy against six fierce Temujai warriors is impossible 
odds—even for a Ranger's apprentice. Halt and Horace arrive just in time. As Halt 
realises these Temujai are only the scouts for a massive invasion force, the four 
Araluens must work together with the Skandians to defeat the invaders. Read by 
multiple narrators in 9 hours, 9 minutes. VAILS. Series: Ranger's apprentice, book 4. 
Sequel to: The icebound land, 93902. Has sequel: The sorcerer in the north, 93901. 
CD94659 

New braille and ebraille books 
This issue contains braille books added to the collection since the last issue of 
Sound and Touch in June 2017. Adult braille books from overseas agencies now 
have a CD number as they are being embossed upon request. There is also now 
recorded an ebraille number beside the adult titles and one young adult title. RNZFB 
titles have not changed. 

Abbreviations: 

BR: Braille books held at Parnell Library 

Ebraille: Electronic braille books held at Parnell Library 

NLS: National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of 
Congress 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

SE: Seeing Ear 

UEB: Unified English Braille code 

v.: volume(s) 

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service 

The following braille books are contracted, single spaced and double sided. 



Adult fiction 

Adventure stories 

Pay the devil by Jack Higgins. After the American Civil War, Confederate Colonel 
Clay Fitzgerald escapes to Ireland, where his uncle has left him an estate. He is 
caught up in the fight between wealthy landlords and the impoverished tenant 
farmers. He can't stand by and watch the injustices so becomes a legendary night-
riding outlaw waging a rebellion of his own. Embossed upon request. UEB. SE. 
CD97222 Ebraille97223 

Fantasy 

A clash of kings by George R. R. Martin. Throughout Westeros, the cold winds are 

rising. From the ancient citadel of Dragonstone to the forbidding lands of Winterfell, 
chaos reigns as pretenders to the Iron Throne of the Seven Kingdoms stake their 
claims through tempest, turmoil and war. As a prophecy of doom cuts across the 
sky, five factions struggle for control of a divided land. Brother plots against brother 
and the dead rise to walk in the night. Against a backdrop of incest, fratricide, 
alchemy and murder, the price of glory is measured in blood. Embossed upon 
request. UEB. Series: A song of ice and fire, book 2. Sequel to: A game of thrones, 
Ebraille 93846. Has sequel: A storm of swords: Braille 97204, Ebraille 97207. 
Contains strong language, violence and sexual content. SE. CD97193 
Ebraille97194 

A storm of swords by George R. R. Martin. Joffrey, of House Lannister, sits on the 

Iron Throne, the uneasy ruler of the land of the Seven Kingdoms. His most bitter 
rival, Lord Stannis, stands defeated and disgraced, the victim of the jealous 
sorceress who holds him in her evil thrall. Robb, of House Stark, still rules the North 
from the fortress of Riverrun. Robb plots against his despised Lannister enemies, 
even as they hold his sister hostage at King's Landing. Meanwhile, making her way 
across a blood-drenched continent is the exiled queen, Daenerys, mistress of the 
only three dragons still left in the world. Embossed upon request. UEB. Series: A 
song of ice and fire, book 3. Sequel to: A clash of kings, Braille 97193, Ebraille 
97194. Has sequel: A feast for crows, Braille 97208, Ebraille 97209. Contains strong 
language, violence and sexual content. SE. CD97204 Ebraille97207 

General fiction 

Birdie by Tracey Lindberg. Bernice Meetoos, a Cree woman, leaves her home in 

Northern Alberta following tragedy and travels to Gibsons, BC. She is on a quest to 
understand the messages from the TV show The Frugal Gourmet (one of the only 
television shows available on CBC North) that come to her in her dreams. Another 
driving force is her desire to meet Pat Johns, who played Jesse on The 
Beachcombers. Embossed upon request. UEB. CNIB. CD97232 

Historical novels 

All true not a lie in it by Alix Hawley. Daniel Boone was born and raised among 

Quakers on the colonial American frontier. Determined to create a new "clean" world, 



he leads an expansion west across the Appalachians, which is plagued by brutality, 
violence and death. Embossed upon request. UEB. CNIB. CD97230 

Horror and supernatural (Fiction) 

Odd Thomas by Dean R. Koontz. Odd Thomas's unusual powers let him see and 
commune with the dead. Only his girlfriend and the Chief of Police know of Odd's 
talent. He'll need their help when a horde of malevolent spirits who feast on pain 
decide to invade Odd's home town. Embossed upon request. UEB. SE. CD97224 
Ebraille97225 

Short stories and essays 

Atavisms: stories by Raymond Bock. Thirteen stories portraying collective life in 
Quebec, from the hinterland to the metropolis, from colonial times to the present, and 
beyond. Embossable upon request. UEB. CNIB. CD97231 

Spy stories 

An officer and a spy by Robert Harris. One freezing morning in Paris, Georges 

Picquart, an army officer, witnesses the convicted spy, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, being 
publicly humiliated in front of thousands of spectators chanting "Death to the Jew!" 
The officer gets promotion and is put in command of "the Statistical Section"—the 
shadowy intelligence unit that tracked down Dreyfus. The Dreyfus case is considered 
closed but gradually Picquart comes to believe that there is something rotten at the 
heart of the Statistical Section. Embossed upon request. UEB. SE. CD97191 
Ebraille 97192 

Thrillers 

Day of reckoning by Jack Higgins. Sean Dillon and his secret intelligence 

colleagues seek to help American, Blake Johnson, avenge the death of his ex-wife. 
She was a reporter who was murdered for getting too close to a Mafia story. In 
London, Beirut and Ireland, the friends contrive to thwart the desperate ambition of 
Jack Fox. Embossed upon request. UEB. Series: Sean Dillon, book 8. Sequel to: 
The White House connection, Braille 32250. Has sequel: Edge of danger, Braille 
97218, Ebraille 97219. Contains strong language and violent content. SE. CD97216 
Ebraille97217 

Edge of danger by Jack Higgins. Half British and half Arab, Paul Rashid is proud 
to be both heir to the ancient Dauncey Place in England and the leader of the Rashid 
Bedouin of Hazar in the Persian Gulf. So when he uncovers a conspiracy to deprive 
his family of their oil wealth, he vows to gain vengeance. From opposite ends of the 
world, hints are picked up by Blake Johnson, head of a clandestine White House 
operation, and his Irish colleague Sean Dillon. But hints to what? Frantically they 
work to find the answers as the killers lie in wait. Embossed upon request. UEB. 
Series: Sean Dillon, book 9. Sequel to: Day of reckoning, Braille 97216, Ebraille 
97217. Contains strong language. SE. CD97218 Ebraille 97219 

A fine night for dying by Jack Higgins. In the nets of a canal-fishing boat the 

horrible discovery is made of a decomposing corpse of a notorious gangland boss. 
The delicate matter is passed on to British Intelligence. Paul Chavasse gets the case 



and wonders what dangers he will encounter on this case. Embossed upon request. 
UEB. Series: Paul Chavasse, book 6. SE. CD97212 Ebraille97213 

A prayer for the dying by Jack Higgins. No one becomes a contract killer and 

expects to hang around to collect a pension. Sooner or later, even the best make 
mistakes. Even Martin Fallon, the most ruthless of them all. Fallon was the best you 
could get with a gun in his hand. His first mistake was to cross powerful crime boss 
Jack Meehan. His last, to seek redemption for his soul. Embossed upon request 
UEB. Contains violence. SE. CD97214 Ebraille97215 

Young adult fiction 
Black bones by E. E. Richardson. Tony Kim works in a magic shop. Not one that 
sells card tricks and fake top hats, this is the real thing. When he suspects an evil 
cult's plan to summon a demon, he must find a way to stop it from happening. 
Suggested level: secondary. 1 v. UEB. RNZFB. CD95636 Ebraille95637 

The bone bearer by Lani Wendt Young. Leila's selfless act has unleashed the 

demonic fury of Pele the Fire Goddess, and only one thing can destroy her—the 
Tangaloa Bone. Now Daniel must fight an epic battle to free the ones he loves. 
Unlikely allies come to his aid as a group of troubled elementals try to overcome their 
differences and work as a team to save their friend. Can Leila survive Pele's 
apocalyptic fury? 7 v. UEB RNZFB. Series: Telesa, book 3. Sequel to: When water 
burns, 92224. CD92225 

The secret hunters by Ranulph Fiennes. As a child, Derek Jacobs was an inmate 

of a Nazi prison camp and saw his mother die a violent death at the hands of the SS. 
Now forging a career in the environment movement, he is co-opted by the Secret 
Hunters—a group who track down the perpetrators of genocide to exact their 
revenge. 8 v. UEB. RNZFB. CD93048 Ebraille93049 

Junior fiction 
The ACB with Honora Lee. Perry's mother and father are busy people ... they're 

impatient, they're tired, they get cross easily. And they think that only children, like 
Perry, should be kept busy. On Saturday mornings Perry and her father visit her 
gran, Honora Lee, at the Santa Lucia rest home. Gran never remembers them but 
has an unconventional interest in the alphabet. 1v., UEB. RNZFB. CD92979 
Ebraille92980 

The Bakehouse by Joy Cowley. Bert is eleven and wants to fight in the war. But he 

soon learns that the secrets and danger of war don't always stay at the front line. 2 
v., UEB. RNZFB. CD92843 Ebraille92844 

Edward's eyes by Patricia MacLachlan. Edward is one of a large and close family 

that loves baseball, music, books and each other. When he unexpectedly dies and 
his parents donate his organs, his wonderful eyes go to a perfect recipient. 1 v., 
UEB. RNZFB. CD93229 Ebraille93230 

Escape to California: Flat Stanley's worldwide adventures 12 by Josh 
Greenhut. While on vacation in San Francisco, Stanley meets a girl who enlists his 
help in performing a trick: escaping from Alcatraz.1 v., UEB. RNZFB. CD93885 



Rona by Chris Szekely. Rona lives with her grandparents in the country, and in the 
holidays, their relations arrive to stay. Although Rona likes seeing her relations, she 
is used to it just being her and Nan and Koro. In the holidays, she bosses around 
Jessie, her young sibling. Rona likes making up stories to amuse her friends, 
however, one day one of her tales comes backs to bite her. Finally, through the love 
of her family, Rona learns how to be humble and truthful. A modern take on the 
traditional tale of Rona and the moon. Audience: Primary. 1v., UEB. RNZFB. 
CD92988 Ebraille92989 

Sarah's Christmas by Sarah Taylor-Smith. Sarah, a girl with Down's syndrome, 

shares her view of Christmas with simple text and illustrations that embraces the 
activities, traditions, and magic surrounding this special time of year. Suggested 
level: junior, primary. 1v., UEB. RNZFB. CD92259 

Tales from Weird Street by Anne Fine. The children of Weir(d) Street are lazing 

about one sunny day when they challenge each other to tell stories of all the odd 
goings-on in their neighbourhood. 1 v., UEB. RNZFB. CD95486 Ebraille95487 
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