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Dear Readers,
Welcome to your winter edition of Outlook.

Message from the editor

It has been a busy winter so far, 
especially with the rugby. In July, we 
had the opportunity to launch an 
adapted format of our national game 
in conjunction with the British and 
Irish Lions Tour of New Zealand. 

In this issue we look at how Blind 
Rugby made its way to New Zealand 
and we speak to team player and client 
Ivan Te Momo about his experience.

Client and digital native Daniel Holt 
tells us about what he has been 
up to since his return from a youth 
leadership camp in Canada.

We celebrate this year’s Queen’s 
Honours with a nod to client and 
volunteer Clarice Anderson.

Client Maureen Ridge is our very 
own Dr. Dolittle. In this edition, we 
find out her secret to happiness.

There's good news for clients who 
are on the 2degrees mobile network.  
We have partnered with them to 
provide free data to access the 
BookLink app.

Julie shares another one of her 
fantastic recipes – a one-stop, one 
pot, pasta dream.

There are plenty of dates to note in 
your diary; Equipment Display days, 
the NZ General Election, Blind Week, 
Board Elections and the Engagement 
Roadshow are all coming up in the 
next few months.

We love hearing from you. If you want 
to send us your thoughts, ideas and 
stories we will share them whenever 
possible. Please get in touch via email 
at comms@blindfoundation.org.nz 
or call us on 0800 24 33 33 and ask to 
speak to the Marketing team.

Ian Moody and the Marketing team
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As I write this, it feels like the first signs of spring are just 
around the corner. 

Sandra Budd, Chief Executive.

Message from the Chief Executive

Looking back at past editions it 
seems that winter is a time for 
updates. This may have something 
to do with the fact that it is the start 
of our financial year. 

Two years ago, I shared with you our 
new 5-year plan and the strategic 
direction the Blind Foundation 
is heading. The Strategic Plan is 
made up of four distinct priorities; 

Out and about with Sandra

Independent Living, Building a 
foundation for the future, Access  
for all, and Reach more people.

Our Transformation Strategy, a key 
enabler in bringing the strategic 
plan to life, is firmly in place along 
with the new leadership team. The 
strategy is focused on creating an 
enhanced customer experience 
and is underpinned by three key 
components; an integrated client 
pathway, service innovation, and 
business improvement. New 
technology will be introduced  
where it can assist in enhancing 
client experience. 

The Integrated Client Pathway is 
about how people contact us and 
use our services. In redesigning 
our approach, we are seeking to 
create a connected experience that 
brings together all of the ways that 
people can connect with the Blind 
Foundation. This includes initial 
information and advice, registration, 
needs assessment, service provision 
and ongoing contact. 
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We will be approaching this work 
in a co-design manner; in which we 
will actively involve all stakeholders, 
especially our clients, in the design 
process to help ensure our final 
model meets their needs and wants. 

You’ll hear more about this in the 
coming months.

I am pleased to let you know that in 
June, the Government announced its 
decision to join the Marrakesh Treaty. 
Marrakesh is an international treaty 
allowing those in it to share accessible 
publications across global borders. 

While the announcement is a huge 
win, there is still a lengthy process to 
follow. We can expect New Zealand 
to join the treaty sometime next 
year. Australia, Canada and more 
than 25 other countries have already 
joined, with the US and EU expected 
to follow next year. The result will 
be easier access to more content 
for blind and other print disabled 
people in New Zealand.

Our New Zealand Blind Rugby team 
made history in July, as they battled 
the Blind Lions, in the first ever 
international Blind Rugby test series. 

Blind Rugby makes our national game 
accessible to the blind and low vision 

community and the Blind Foundation 
was a proud sponsor of the 
international launch of the sport in 
New Zealand. While our boys in black 
put up a mighty good fight, the test 
victory went to the visiting side. You 
can read more about this momentous 
event in the coming pages.

After working for the Blind 
Foundation for over 25 years as 
the Executive Assistant (EA) to four 
Chief Executives, Raewyne Lovich 
retired in June. Personally, I will 
miss her enormously and the Blind 
Foundation will lose a passionate 
employee with an incredible 
fountain of corporate knowledge. 

Replacing her was always going 
to be a challenge but I am pleased 
to introduce my new EA, Noreen 
Parker. Noreen comes with a wealth 
of experience from Air New Zealand, 
Saint Kentigern College and the 
University of Auckland. Noreen 
cannot wait to get to know you all.

I look forward to seeing you as we hit 
the road over the next few months.

Warmest regards, 
Sandra Budd 
Chief Executive

Out and about with Sandra
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Message from the Chair
Our 2017 Engagement Roadshow is just around the corner. 
The roadshow is a great opportunity to meet with the Chief 
Executive, some of the Board Directors, and me. I hope you can 
get to a meeting near you and give us your thoughts on how the 
organisation is going. The feedback from the roadshow helps us 
design and plan the shape of our services.

Board news

The Board is pleased to report that 
we are introducing online voting for 
this year’s Board elections. Daniel 
Holt, member, has the challenge 
of getting this tested and up and 
running. People have been calling 
for this to happen for several years. 
So, if we can do it, online voting will 
hopefully create a greater interest in 
our governance.

Just a reminder that the next RNZFB 
Annual General Meeting will be 
held in Hamilton on Saturday 11 
November. It is the Board’s wish to 
involve people in our work, so please 
take advantage of this opportunity 
as we move our meetings around 
the country. This year we will also 
hold a Special Meeting to consider 
and vote on the newly drafted 
RNZFB Constitution that the 
Constitutional Review Committee 
has been receiving feedback on for 

Rick Hoskin, Board Chair.
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the last two years. The new rules 
have been designed to encourage 
more member participation.

I had the privilege of speaking 
to our youth and joining them in 
a workshop, and having dinner, 
at the EPIC event in Wellington 
earlier this year. EPIC is short 
for Encouraging, Participating, 
Inspiring and Connecting – you 
can read more about it in this issue. 
Following the success of this event, 
a Youth Council has been formed. 
I am looking forward to youth 
taking a much greater part in the 
Foundation’s affairs.

Please remember that you can listen 
in to our RNZFB Board meetings 
via teleconference. Speak to our 
National Contact Centre or the Board 
Secretary to get the phone-in details.

Though it is early notice, Fraser 
Alexander, a long-time member, 
has been working to bring together 
the 20th Retina International World 
Congress, which will be held in 
Auckland in February next year. If 
you have an interest in this event, 
call the National Contact Centre  
for details.

Board news

Finally, congratulations to Clarice 
Anderson who received the Queen’s 
Service Medal for her services to 
blind and seniors in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. It is fantastic to 
see her being recognised. 

Rick Hoskin 
Board Chair
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Volunteers wanted for Blind Week

Vote by telephone dictation voting 
in the 2017 General Election
The 2017 New Zealand General Election will take place on 
Saturday 23 September. 

Blind Week is coming up and we’re 
looking for amazing volunteers to 
help make it a success. 

This year, the Blind Week street 
collection will be held on Friday, 6 
and Saturday, 7 October.

If you are interested in shaking a 
bucket for a couple of hours as 
a collector or being a volunteer 
coordinator, go to blindweek.org.nz 
or phone 0800 366 283 to sign up 
and make a difference.

If you are blind, have low vision, or 
have a physical disability that means 
you are unable to mark your voting 
paper without assistance, you can 
choose to use the telephone dictation 
voting service to cast a secret vote.

If you want to vote using this service 
you will have to register, even if  
you have used the service at 
previous elections.

Eligible voters can register to vote by 
telephone dictation from Wednesday 
23 August by calling 0800 028 028. 
The deadline for registering to vote 
by telephone dictation is 7pm, 

Thursday 21 September – two days 
before the close of voting.

Voting by telephone dictation starts 
on Wednesday 6 September. To vote, 
call 0800 028 028 weekdays from 9am 
to 5pm until Friday 15 September. 
From Monday 18 September you can 
call from 9am to 7pm. Your last chance 
to vote is on Election Day, Saturday 
23 September from 9am to 7pm.

News

For more information, visit  
elections.org.nz or call the  
Blind Foundation’s Telephone 
Information Service (Menu 73).
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News

Update from the Constitutional 
Review Committee
The RNZFB’s Constitutional Review Committee is pleased to say 
that it has recently published its second interim report together 
with a further draft of the new Constitution that will be put to 
members to vote on at the beginning of October. If you would 
like to receive a copy of these documents in your preferred format, 
please call the National Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33.

The Committee has received excellent feedback and commentary 
throughout the process and we’re comfortable and happy that we have 
put together a set of rules that not only represent self-determination 
and modern disability philosophy, but will greatly enhance member 
participation. Though the opportunities to provide feedback have now 
elapsed, two ways remain for you to have on-going discussion:

1.  By joining the abcnzblinddiscuss yahoo groups list by sending a blank 
email message to abcnz-blinddiscuss-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

2.  By leaving messages on the Telephone Information Service menu 3153. 
These messages will be added to menu 3154 which will hold the full 
content of the discussion.

The Committee is hoping that members will view the new rules positively 
and take up their right to vote when the papers are sent out in early October.

If you have any questions about the new draft rules or about voting for 
them, you can contact the Board Secretary, Jane Moore, on 09 355 6894 or 
email jamoore@blindfoundation.org.nz, or by post to: Jane Moore, Board 
Secretary, Blind Foundation, Private Bag 99941, Newmarket, Auckland 1149.

9



News

Retina 2018 New Zealand
The 20th Retina International World Congress will be hosted in 
Auckland next year. Retina 2018 is expected to be New Zealand’s 
largest scientific and medical congress for blind and low vision people, 
providing a unique learning experience by bringing together some of 
the world’s foremost retinal scientists and clinicians along with global 
leaders in patient advocacy.

The two-day public congress aims 
to offer interactive learning and 
networking opportunities including 
short scientific presentations, expert 
panels, treatment approach plenaries 
and social events. Attendees will 
include patients and their families, 
clinicians, scientists, rehabilitation 
professionals, students and anyone 
with an interest in retinal disorders.

This is a fantastic opportunity to 
share knowledge and gain insight 
into retinal research in areas such as 
genes and gene therapy, cell therapy 
and regenerative medicine, retina 
implant technology, novel drug 
therapy and epidemiology. 

The congress will also examine 
critical issues associated with 
expediting the development, 
accessibility and availability of 
treatments for retinal disorders 
and the latest knowledge and 

technology contributing to patient 
independence and quality of life.

Local Organising committee and 
Retina International management 
committee member Fraser 
Alexander adds “The congress is a 
rare opportunity for blind and low 
vision people to listen and speak to 
world-leading experts and socialise 
with the Retina International family – 
I hope Blind Foundation clients are  
as excited by this as much as I am.”

Retina 2018 New Zealand

When:   Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 
February 2018.

Where:   Owen G Glenn Building,  
The University of Auckland.

For more information, call 09 923 4826 
or email s.barrett@auckland.ac.nz. 
Earlybird registrations are available 
until 1 November 2017.
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News

Blind Foundation client and volunteer Clarice Anderson received 
a Queen’s Service Medal for her services to the blind and seniors.

The 94-year-old Waipukurau resident 
knew about her Queen’s Birthday 
honour since April – a big secret 
to keep before the official public 
announcement in June. 

Clarice has been a volunteer for the 
Blind Foundation for many years. 
She helped establish the Central 
Hawke's Bay support group for 
the Blind in 1960, holding various 
positions within the group that 
currently supports 35 people.

Involved with Blind Foundation Guide 
Dogs for 45 years, she also helped with 
a number of local collections for Blind 
Week and the Red Puppy Appeal.

Clarice also leads a bi-monthly social 
afternoon at Woburn Rest Home 
for people who are blind or have 
low vision and organises a monthly 
ladies lunch. 

Modest about her contributions, 
Clarice acknowledged other 
volunteers who work alongside  
her at the Blind Foundation.

“We have wonderful people who 
volunteer their time, and a hard 
working committee. I just offer my 
services where I can – this is about  
a lot of people not just me.”

Queen’s Birthday Honours  
a welcome surprise

Clarice Anderson and volunteers. Photo credit CHB Mail and reporter/photographer Nicki Harper.
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Access Matters Campaign –  
We can do it together!
The Access Alliance has come together to call on parliamentary 
parties to commit to introducing accessibility legislation in the 
lead-up to the New Zealand General Election being held on  
23 September 2017. 

The Green Party has committed, 
and The Access Alliance is working 
with all the other parties to get 
their support behind this campaign. 
Members are meeting with party 
leaders, spokespeople and Ministers, 
and are encouraged by the interest 
and support so far. 

Trained advocates are also out there 
meeting with their local MPs, telling 
them why they should care about 
accessibility in their communities. 
Teena, one of The Access Alliance’s 
dedicated advocates, described it as 
an empowering experience to get 
her local MP to agree to speak with 
his party about the importance of 
making New Zealand fully accessible. 

With little time to the election, we 
need to ensure that as many MPs 
across all parties and party leaders 
see accessibility as an issue they 
should care about. It’s a big ask,  
but we can do it together. 

To get involved, head over to  
The Access Alliance website  
(www.accessalliance.org.nz)  
and add your name to an 
MP email or sign their open 
letter. You can also stay up-to-
date with the Access Matters 
campaign by signing up  
to the mailing list.

News

Teena with Jonathan  
Young (National) MP for  

New Plymouth.12



Teena with Jonathan  
Young (National) MP for  

New Plymouth.

Over the past eighteen months, UK 
charity The Change Foundation has 
piloted the sport; developing the 
rules, equipment and their national 
players to create a game based 
around the Rugby 7s touch format.

With a history of developing blind 
sport, The Change Foundation has 
created a game that is not only safe 
and accessible, but also takes into 
consideration a wide range of sight 
conditions, whilst maintaining the 
essence of the game for both  
players and spectators.

The game is played in an adapted 
7-a-side format; two-handed touch, 
no tackle, 10 minutes each way. 
The ball is filled with ball bearings 
to give an audible response, and in 
another world first, the goalposts 

are inflatable – making them safe for 
players and completely portable.

The opportunity to launch this new 
blind sport presented itself ahead of 
the third test of the Lions Tour of New 
Zealand. There was a clear alignment 
between the world’s first Blind Rugby 
international test series and the tour.

The Change Foundation approached 
Blind Sport New Zealand, the country’s 
lead organisation for blind, deafblind 
and low vision sport and recreation, 
who welcomed the opportunity and 
helped make it happen.

What followed was a series of Blind 
Rugby participation opportunities, 
where the Blind Sport New Zealand 
delivery team scouted possible 
national players. The group was 

A world first for our national sport
History was made as New Zealand battled it out in the world’s first blind 
rugby international. Held in July, as part of the British and Irish Lions tour of 
New Zealand, our boys in black played a three game test series against the 
touring Blind Lions at Auckland’s QBE Stadium and Grammar TEC Rugby Club.

The New Zealand Blind Rugby team.
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Feature

invited to a wider squad camp at 
College Rifles Rugby Club in Auckland 
in June and the first ever NZ Blind 
Rugby national team was selected.

The NZ Blind Rugby team is  
made up of a strong eight-man 
squad, including:

DUNN, Deacan (Auckland) 
DUNN, James (captain, Auckland) 
FELLOWS, Ben (Hamilton) 
HEBERLEY, Cory (Wellington) 
HOWELL, Scott (Taupo) 
MCCASKILL, Marquele (Auckland) 
SHEPHERD, Dan (Auckland) 
TE MOMO, Ivan (Gisborne)

The time between confirming the test 
series and selecting the team only 
allowed the players three weeks to 

prepare. They made the most of the 
time they had, training both in the 
mornings and evenings, working on 
the basics. The team was coached by 
players James Dunn and Ivan Te Momo.

As the sport develops further in New 
Zealand, a national team coach with 
a specialised Touch Rugby/Sevens 
Rugby skillset will be brought in.

The cold and wet weather didn’t 
discourage supporters from coming 
along to witness history being made. 
The games kicked off in typical Kiwi 
style, with a spine-tingling haka led 
by Marquele McCaskill. 

Our boys in black put up a good 
fight but in the end, victory went to 
the more experienced visiting side.

“Every New Zealander has the 
right to participate in sport. It’s 
Blind Sport New Zealand’s mission 
to make sport and recreation 
opportunities accessible to blind 
and low vision Kiwis. Blind Rugby 
makes New Zealand’s national 
sport available to our community.” 

Dan Shepherd, National Manager,  
Blind Sport New Zealand.

Dan Shepherd.



Ivan Te Momo lying on the grass.

Joining the team and competing in 
the series has reignited his passion 
for the sport.

“I haven’t played competitively 
in a while because of my study 
commitments towards writing my PhD 
thesis. Since participating in the series, 
I’ve remembered what I love about the 
sport – the physical contact, playing 
alongside friends, competing against 
other players, butterflies, and just the 
simple thrill of playing.

“Since returning home from the 
series, I want to be better than the day 
before; better physically and mentally.”

Ivan plays prop and as he puts it, “you 
don’t need good eyesight to play prop. 
All you have to do is carry the ball, 
ruck and maul, scrum and line out.”

But Ivan did more than just play prop 
in the NZ Blind Rugby team. With his 

rugby background and experience 
in leading group fitness classes – he 
volunteers in his local community, 
encouraging locals to be more active 
– Ivan helped fellow player and team 
captain James Dunn coach the team.

For Ivan, one of his biggest 
challenges was his own fitness.

“It was a good wake-up call for 
me to get back to training. If the 
opportunity comes up again, I know 
I will be in better condition!”

As coach, he had to be mindful that 
some of the team hadn’t played 
rugby before and that they needed 
to be taught simple skills such as 
passing and catching the ball.

“Our team was completely new to the 
game and we were learning the rules 
as we were going along. Basic rules 
around when we were able to touch 

Waking the sleeping beast
Ivan Te Momo has played rugby for two decades. Having 
represented his high school team and local community, he 
was a strong contender to represent the country as part of the 
NZ Blind Rugby team, in the first ever blind rugby international.
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the ball, and when we were allowed to 
play it after a touch was called, were all 
new things we had to learn very fast.

“This was a new experience, but it 
showed there is definitely a potential to 
develop blind rugby in New Zealand. 
After all, it is our national sport.”

When asked what it was like to 
represent his country, Ivan admits  
to getting a bit emotional.

“I’ve never represented my country 
before and during the first anthem,  
I was emotional; it was a huge 
honour to play for New Zealand.

“Playing against the Blind Lions was 
an awesome experience. Despite 
the outcome of the test series, it was 

great to see low vision and sight 
impaired players challenging each 
other in an international sporting 
event. It was really cool!”

Like all competitive sports, this 
one was no different – the team 
performed the ‘Kapo e au’ haka before 
each game, the same haka that was 
performed by the NZ Blind Caps at 
this year’s Cricket World Cup in India.

“It’s perfect for blind sports. It begins 
with whakapapa and recites the 
time periods of koro and po, then it 
moves into ka mate and finishes with 
‘Ka tu te ihi’ a piece that is from the 
Ruaumoko haka, composed by Sir 
Apirana Ngata of Ngati Porou. 

“Marquele McCaskill was the kaea 
(leader) and he did an excellent job. 
You could feel his ‘ihi’ and his ‘mauri’ 
(essence) as he chanted.”

With his inner beast awake, where 
will we see Ivan next?

“I’ve started training again; I train at 
least two days a week. I’m trying to 
get the momentum going again. With 
support, dedication and commitment, 
I know I can do anything I want.”

Ivan Te Momo.

If you’re interested in Blind Rugby or other sports, contact the 
Community and Life Enrichment team on 0800 24 33 33.



George the 100 year old bowler
Blind Foundation client George Shadbolt of Stanmore Bay, 
Auckland, celebrated his 100th birthday in March with his 
friends at the Partially Sighted Bowls Club in Orewa.

George’s family suggested he joined 
the Partially Sighted Bowls Group 
about 10 years ago after he lost his 
driver’s license due to cataracts and 
macular degeneration in both eyes. 

An electrical engineer by trade, 
George was a corporal working in 
signals and telecommunications 
during WW II.

After the war, he and his wife started  
a catering business including owning a 
hotel in Paignton on the Devon Coast.

George has a son and two 
grandchildren, all living in New 
Zealand. It was after his son emigrated 
here that he also moved to the Hibiscus 
Coast, more than 20 years ago.

Sadly, George passed away this 
August. Our thoughts are with his 
family, friends and community. 

George celebrates his 100th birthday  
with a cake, by his friends from  

the Partially Sighted Bowls  
Club in Orewa.
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No regular Dr. Dolittle
Maureen Ridge has always been independent – travelling the 
world, raising a family and caring for animals. With support from the 
Blind Foundation, Maureen continues to do the things she loves. 

Maureen’s family is made up of six 
children, 12 grandchildren and her first 
great grandchild. She’s never short 
of company, with a dog, three cats, a 
goose, a rooster and a chook to care for! 
We think Maureen’s a bit like Dr. Dolittle, 
but she insists it’s actually the other way 
around – the animals look after her.

Maureen started losing her sight eight 
years ago, when she was diagnosed 
with age-related macular degeneration. 
It’s the most common cause of sight 
loss and means Maureen’s sight will 
continue to deteriorate over time. 

“There are too many people willing to 
feel sorry for me – I choose not to feel 
sorry for myself,” says Maureen.

Despite her diagnosis, Maureen stays 
positive with the help of her family and 
Elaine from the Blind Foundation. Once 
a week, Maureen’s daughter takes her 
out to do all her shopping, pay bills and 
run errands. She often comes home to 
find Talking Books have been delivered 
from the Blind Foundation, and Elaine 
has also encouraged Maureen to keep 
up her other hobby – knitting.

Maureen says that in a way, loss of 
vision has completely opened up  
her world. 

“I see so many different things I never 
saw before – it’s marvellous! 

“Thanks to all the people out there 
who give me the support I need;  
I’m happy, content and living the  
life I want to live.”

For more information on Blind 
Foundation library services, 
call our National Contact 
Centre on 0800 24 33 33 or 
visit blindfoundation.org.nz

Maureen sitting in her garden  
with her dog.



Remembering Marcel Oats –  
a member and colleague
Family, friends and colleagues gathered 
in the Recreation Centre at Awhina 
House in April to remember and 
celebrate Marcel and his life.

A well-respected and popular staff 
member, Marcel’s passion for sound 
was like no one else. He had a natural 
gift for the work he did in the studio, 
and his passion helped bring joy to 
many people during his 27 years 
with the Blind Foundation.

Starting as a Magazine Recording 
Service Panel Operator, it wasn't long 
before Marcel became a Magazine 
Studio Producer. 

The influence he had on the people 
he worked with showed in everything 
he achieved. 

Over the years he met and worked 
with many different people and 
personalities and each time he would 
be there with them to get the best 
possible outcomes.

He not only worked with the 
narrators, he also had the technical 
knowledge for post-production 
and kept up to date with new 

ways of producing. Sound wasn't 
just something he heard, it was 
something he felt and understood. 

Marcel had an impressive collection of 
sounds, including his Panasonic NA148 
VG3 washer coming up to final spin.

He was also known for his loyal 
guide dogs Alma, Odette and Hope.

Marcel's approach and positivity 
for everything he did will be sorely 
missed and the legacy of who he 
was and what he achieved, will live 
on at the Blind Foundation, and way 
beyond, in the hearts, minds and 
ears of all that knew him.

Marcel with his guide  
dog Odette.
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Disrupting the norm
Client and digital native Daniel Holt loves a challenge; whether  
it is a task that needs to be completed or a perception that has to  
be changed. Tell him he can’t do something or that it’s too hard,  
and he will jump at the opportunity to prove you wrong.

“I’m all about getting projects over 
the line that have stalled or hit a 
road block. I love working through 
those blocks, breaking them down, 
throwing a completely different 
perspective on things.”

Daniel looks for opportunity to 
challenge himself on a daily basis; “if 
something is too easy, I get bored.”

Since graduating with a Bachelor 
of Design in 2014, Daniel joined the 
University of Auckland’s Marketing 
team, taking on a variety of projects 
including websites, outdoor 
advertising and branding.

“I love that with my job, and the 
work that I am involved with at the 
Foundation, I get these curveball 
projects that I can work on that 
other people find too hard. I come 
in with a systematic approach, work 
through the steps and come up with 
a solution that works well for people.”

One of the projects keeping Daniel 
busy since his return from Canada 

(where he was one of four youth 
attending Camp Joe) is the introduction 
of online voting for this year’s Blind 
Foundation Board Elections. 

What started off as a chance 
conversation between Daniel and 
Chief Executive Sandra Budd around 
the limitations for people voting, 
soon saw Daniel explaining that it was 
the ease of voting that was a massive 
contributing factor.

“It’s not always easy to get along to 
a post office to post your vote, and a 
lot of people don’t know about or use 
the telephone dictation voting service. 
While it’s popular with a certain 
demographic of Blind Foundation 
users, it’s not so much with others. 

"We live in a digital age and so for me 
it’s a bit of a no-brainer – why do we 
not have something that ties into 
that?”

Online voting is something the Blind 
Foundation explored a few years 
ago, but it was a project that didn’t 
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happen due to various challenges. 
This didn’t deter Daniel, in fact, it was 
just the challenge he was looking for.

“I’m one of those people who doesn’t 
like the words, ‘it’s too hard’; I see it 
as my challenge. Being a designer 
helps me think differently about the 
process; working out how to adapt 
the resources you have to best suit 
your needs. It’s about disrupting the 
norm to solve the problem.”

Daniel’s original brief was to make 
a website where people can vote. 
Breaking it down further, he’s created 
a portal where people can not only 
vote, but also find out more about 
a candidate – from short and long 
form biographies to audio recordings 
of the candidates. This website will 
allow members to browse candidate 
information whenever and wherever 
they want.

“This project is about breaking down 
barriers and empowering people to be 
able to vote, in whatever format works 
best for them. But it’s not all about 
voting, it’s also about giving people 
options around accessing candidate 
information and giving them choice.

"It may not work for everyone but 
it gives people the ability to choose 
how they vote – and that’s something 
that they have now.”

Something else that kept Daniel busy, 
after returning from Canada, was this 
year’s inaugural EPIC (Encouraging, 
Participating, Inspiring and Connecting) 
Youth event. Daniel worked with fellow 
Camp Joe attendees, Amanda Beaver, 
Rachel Shardlow and Leah Morris, as 
well as others in a youth planning team 
to deliver a 2-day event that attracted 
over 30 youth clients.

“I really liked how many people chose 
to take up the opportunity to attend 
the event, it was really good to see 
how excited they were about it.”

So, what’s next for this young 
digital native? He’s already onto his 
second project with fellow Camp Joe 
attendees; building a roadmap for a 
youth council and making it a reality. 
As for his long term ambitions, he 
would like to one day be a part of the 
Blind Foundation’s Board, shaping its 
strategic direction.

Digital Native  
Daniel Holt.
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EPIC experience in Wellington
Over a sunny April weekend, the Blind Foundation hosted the 
first EPIC Youth event in Wellington. Attracting over 30 youth 
clients aged between 17-25, the 2-day event was a huge success. 

EPIC (Encouraging, Participating, 
Inspiring and Connecting) Youth 
is a youth led initiative of the Blind 
Foundation. The planning team was 
challenged to engage the youth, and 
help develop their skills and social 
networks through this event.

The weekend got off to a fantastic start 
with a Spoken Word Poetry workshop. 
The workshop was full of laughter, 
and it was a great introduction to 
a new platform of expression. This 
engaging activity brought the group 
together, setting the bar high for the 
rest of the weekend.

Participants were encouraged to be 
independent throughout the event; 
giving them the freedom to choose 
workshops on topics such as pre-
employment skills which are  
relevant to their lives. 

An Amazing Race around 
Wellington’s CBD helped develop 

By Rachel Shardlow

leadership and team work skills. 
Friendships were formed as teams 
solved clues and completed 
challenges like rock-climbing to 
posing like bees at the Bee Hive.

It’s absolutely invaluable for clients 
to know they’re not alone, and that 
others their age are facing similar 
challenges and experiences. At 
events like EPIC Youth, clients not 
only learn ways to make their life 
easier, they also meet others in 
the same boat. These events focus 
on skills and development rather 
than limitations, which helps form 
a positive association with what is 
usually considered a disadvantage.

The EPIC Youth event motivated 
youth to get engaged in both 
their communities and the Blind 
Foundation; participants and 
planning team alike are looking 
forward to the next EPIC event!

To find out more about Blind Foundation youth initiatives, get in touch 
with us on 0800 24 33 33.
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World experts in inclusive and accessible 
sport and recreation visit Blind Foundation 
Two world experts in inclusive and accessible sport and recreation  
for people who are blind, deafblind or have low vision visited  
New Zealand in May.

Dr. Lauren Lieberman and Dr. Pamela 
Haibach, from The College of Brockport 
State University of New York, presented 
at seminars held at Blind Foundation 
offices across the country.

Dr. Lieberman is a Distinguished 
Service Professor in Adapted Physical 
Education. She has published 
more than 85 articles in referenced 
journals, published 18 books and 
has received numerous awards for 
her work. Dr. Haibach’s expertise is 
in Motor Development and Motor 
Learning. She has published a first-
of-its-kind textbook entitled Motor 
Learning and Development.

They shared their knowledge, research 
and perspectives on inclusion strategies 
and movement development. Their 
work was of particular interest for 
those involved in providing increased 
opportunities in sport and recreation 
for children, youth and adults who are 
blind, deafblind or have low vision.

The Blind Foundation was interested 
to learn about their internationally 
acclaimed work with Camp Abilities, 
a week-long sports camp for children 
with vision loss. The Blind Foundation 
hopes to implement a similar camp 
program for children and youth in 
New Zealand in the near future.

For more information on Blind Foundation sport and recreation services, 
visit blindfoundation.org.nz or call us on 0800 24 33 33.

Dr Lauren Lieberman and Dr Pamela Haibach-Beach with Mary Fisher.
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Braille Music Retreat  
brings musicians together
The 2017 Braille Music Retreat was held at the BLENNZ Homai 
campus over three days in January, the first of its kind in Australasia.

Wendy Richards, a well-known 
teacher and promoter of braille music, 
and a group of dedicated braille 
musicians organised the retreat.

Drawing inspiration from the Braille 
Music Camp in Mittagong, Australia 
and New Zealand’s equivalent 
Braille Music Course, the retreat was 
designed to bring together adult 
braille musicians from around New 
Zealand and Australia for choral 
singing, small ensemble work and to 
learn about the latest technology in 
music notation/transcription.

Blind Foundation member Jono 
Heaps attended the retreat and  
said it was inspiring to learn about 
new technology for writing and 
creating music.

“Wendy and Stephen Bennett's session 
on the potential of the computer 
program 'Braille Music Editor' for 
composing and arranging music was 
a real eye-opener for me,” says Jono.

“When I reflect on my high school days 
and the number of hurdles presented 
by writing music using Sibelius as 
a blind person, I am uplifted by the 

Jono, Stephen and Ken.

Chantelle playing guitar  
accompanied by Karen.
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opportunities for students today to 
be in complete control of their music 
writing, using braille music to create 
printed scores that are accessible to 
teachers and fellow students alike.”

The last day of the retreat included a 
recording session, which according to 
Jono was a huge success. 

“With the help and expertise of Ese 
Aumalesulu and despite being in the 
midst of a power cut brought on by a 
rather exciting storm the night before, 
the sound we made was nothing 
short of exceptional,” says Jono.

Wendy Richards acknowledged the 
late Lisette Wesseling, a passionate 
advocate for braille music throughout 
her life and a major contributor to 
the BLENNZ music programme for 
many years. 

“She was a key tutor in any music 
courses we held on campus for 
students. It was during these courses 
that we, the adults, realised how 
much joy we gained being together 

and making music, and thus the 
Braille Music Retreat was born.”

Preparations are underway for 2019.   
If you have left school, are able to 
use braille music in a choral setting 
and have a desire to make music with 
some of the finest musicians around, 
email braillemusicretreat@gmail.com 
for more information.

Julia playing the flute.

Chantelle playing guitar  
accompanied by Karen.
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Global Accessibility Awareness Day
On Thursday 18 May business leaders and government 
representatives joined the Blind Foundation at a special event in 
Wellington to mark Global Accessibility Awareness Day (GAAD).

The purpose of GAAD is to get 
everyone talking, thinking and learning 
about digital access and inclusion.

Guest speakers presented on how 
increasing accessibility can open up 
new business opportunities, followed 
by a panel discussion providing 
practical tips on how to make 
businesses more accessible online.

Speakers included Neil Jarvis, Blind 
Foundation GM Strategic Relations; 
Wendy Youens, CEO Able NZ; 
Jason Kiss, Senior Adviser in Digital 
Engagement at Department of 
Internal Affairs; Dr Jonathan Godfrey, 
President Blind Citizens NZ; Philippa 
Friary, President NZ Speech Language 

Therapists Association and Vaughan 
Curd, Senior Developer at Squiz.

Neil spoke about the ‘click away’ 
survey in the UK where it found  
71 per cent of people with access 
needs will click away from a website 
they can’t use, losing businesses 
valuable customers. He said many 
companies worry about the cost 
of making their websites more 
accessible, when they should be 
concerned with the cost if they don’t. 

Other issues discussed were the 
need for companies to incorporate 
accessibility in their website from the 
start, rather than retrofitting later which 
is more challenging. Tips and advice 
were provided on how to test websites 
for accessibility, the development and 
maintenance of accessible websites, 
and agencies that can assist.

To find out more about accessible 
websites contact our National 
Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33.

Neil Jarvis speaking at Global 
Accessibility Awareness Day.
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Blind Foundation collaborates with 
2degrees in technology partnership
Blind Foundation clients, who are on the 2degrees mobile network, 
can now download their favourite magazines and books on the 
BookLink app without worrying about the cost of data.

BookLink, available from the Apple 
app store, gives clients who are 
blind or have low vision access to 
more than 14,800 audio books in 
the Blind Foundation’s digital library, 
along with magazines, national and 
regional newspapers.

As a first step, 2degrees has offered 
free data used by Blind Foundation 
clients who access its BookLink app  
on the 2degrees’ mobile network.

Blind Foundation client Lance 
Girling-Butcher says BookLink is  
an invaluable service.

“Being blind can be very isolating 
and lonely. BookLink helps to fill 
this gap, allowing us to read and be 
entertained with access to the latest 
magazines and books.

“I am delighted the Blind Foundation 
and 2degrees are making this service 
more accessible with no cost to use 
the app on the go. It’s especially great 
news for avid readers who use this 
essential service every day,” says Lance.

2degrees CEO Stewart Sherriff says it’s 
great to be using 2degrees’ national 
mobile network to help people in 
a tangible way, in this case helping 
the Blind Foundation’s BookLink 
members enjoy the library.

“The app's a terrific advancement 
that allows people to read books 
on demand.  Allowing free access 
on the data used to obtain these 
publications seems only fair.”

Blind Foundation CE Sandra Budd 
says, “Partnerships like this are a great 
example of how we can work with 
other organisations in an innovative 
way to improve services and support 
for New Zealanders who are blind or 
have low vision.”

At the moment, users need an 
Apple device to use BookLink.  
For more information about 
BookLink, visit our website 
blindfoundation.org.nz/booklink 
or call us on 0800 24 33 33.
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A Dissolving Dream 
By Heather Benson

‘A Dissolving Dream’ is about a New 
Zealand woman’s experience living 
for 10 years in Idi Amin’s Uganda. 

It is very well read by Wendy Carston 
– I always find the reader can make 
or break the enjoyment of listening 
to talking books. Wendy did a great 
job reading this book, which was at 
times harrowing and quite difficult to 
listen to. Having said that, I couldn’t 
put it down! 

Heather meets Joe, a Ugandan at 
Victoria University in Wellington 
where they fall in love and eventually 
marry. They move to Uganda in 
1969, full of optimism and love, 
ready to commence their married 
life together. Wanting to make a 
difference and immerse herself 
in the local culture, Heather takes 
charge of a poverty stricken nursery 
school. Unfortunately, this is when 
Idi Amin started his dreadful rule of 
terror, where law and order became 
a thing of the past.

Under this reign of fear, Joe is 
arrested. Fortunately, he returns 

home, but many others, including 
their close friends and colleagues, 
disappear never to be seen or heard 
from again. Throughout this time, 
Heather resolutely endeavours 
to continue running her nursery 
school. The couple’s relationship 
starts to crumble and the situation 
worsens as Joe falls back into the 
ways of his culture. 

Heather is a very strong woman but 
struggles with the changes in Joe’s 
attitude and his behaviour toward 
her and their relationship. Heather is 
very courageous through these very 
difficult times, and to find out how 
their situation is resolved; I highly 
recommend you listen to this book.

Become a library member and 
gain access to our collections and 
services. Call us on 0800 24 33 33 
to join today.

Review by Gail Mann
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Macaroni Cheese  
By Julie Woods

I have always loved macaroni cheese, but hated  
cooking it! That is until I found this recipe 
somewhere, I can’t remember where, but  
it eliminates multi-pot preparation and  
is a one-stop, one pot pasta dream.

I love making this macaroni cheese  
and I hope you do too.

Instructions

1.   Turn slow cooker on high.
2. Add butter and melt.
3.  Add pasta, garlic salt, flour and mix.
4.  Add cheese then pour over 

boiling water.
5.  Place on lid and cook for  

2.5 to 3 hours. 
6.  Serve with crispy bacon on top,  

if desired.

Ingredients

• 25 grams butter. 
• 2 cups uncooked macaroni. 
• 3 tablespoons flour. 
• 1 teaspoon garlic salt. 
• 3 cups grated cheese. 
• 3 cups boiling water.

Julie grates cheese.

Macaroni cheese.
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Engagement Roadshow 2017

It’s an opportunity for you to talk with Board Chair Rick Hoskin,  
Board Directors, Chief Executive Sandra Budd and senior staff members 
about how things are going for you. It’s also a chance for them to discuss 
recent developments within the Blind Foundation with you and get your 
feedback on what is working well and what can be improved.

This year we are holding 14 meetings around the country. These are 
listed below and on the opposite page.

We look forward to catching up with you informally over a hot drink 
and a bite to eat.

We do hope that you will be able to join us. 

Please RSVP for the Roadshow by calling (09) 355 6920 or emailing 
nparker@blindfoundation.org.nz  

The 2017 Engagement Roadshow is coming to a town  
near you and you are invited to join us and have your say!

Date Venue Time

Tuesday 12 
September

New Lynn Library Meeting Room, 
3 Memorial Drive, New Lynn, 
Auckland

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Wednesday 13 
September 

Greenmeadows Hall, 83 Tait Drive, 
Taradale, Napier

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Thursday 14 
September

St Pauls Union Church, corner of 
Taumata Street and Rifle Range 
Road, Taupo

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Friday 15 
September

Club Mount Maunganui,  
45 Kawaka Street,  
Mount Maunganui

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 
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Date Venue Time

Saturday 16 
September

Blind Foundation Office,  
121 Adelaide Road, Newtown, 
Wellington – open meeting

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Saturday 16 
September

Blind Foundation Office,  
121 Adelaide Road, Newtown, 
Wellington – youth meeting

1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Lunch from 12.30pm and 
afternoon tea to follow

Wednesday 20 
September

Blenheim Bowling Club,  
65 E Weld Street, Blenheim

1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Lunch from 12.30pm and 
afternoon tea to follow

Thursday 21 
September 

Kapiti Community Centre,  
15 Ngahina Street, Paraparaumu

1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Lunch from 12.30pm and 
afternoon tea to follow

Friday 22 
September

Blind Foundation Office, 131 Vivian 
Street, New Plymouth Central

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Tuesday 10 
October 

Blind Foundation Hall, 96 Bristol 
Street, St Albans, Christchurch

1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Lunch from 12.30pm and 
afternoon tea to follow

Wednesday 11 
October

Blind Foundation office, corner 
of Law Street and Hillside Road, 
Dunedin

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Thursday 12 
October

St Enochs Church lounge,  
14 Centennial Avenue, Alexandra

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 

Thursday 12 
October

Ascot Park Hotel, corner of  
Tay Street and Racecourse Road, 
Invercargill

4.30pm – 6.30pm
Afternoon tea from 4pm 
and a light meal to follow

Saturday 28 
October

Rec Centre, Awhina House,  
Maunsell Road, Parnell, Auckland

10am – 12pm
Morning tea from 9.30am 
and a light lunch to follow 
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Royal New Zealand Foundation of the 
Blind (RNZFB) Board Elections 2017

The Board is responsible for the 
governance of the organisation 
and leads the Foundation forward 
in fulfilling its objectives under the 
strategic plan.

The Constitution lays out how 
elections are held and how the 
Board operates. All candidates 
are nominated and elected by 
Governing Members. As the election 
nears, we will share information 
about the candidates and the 
election process. We will also share 
information about what it means to 
be a Board member and where you 
can find out more information. 

The results of the election will be 
announced at the AGM on Saturday 
11 November, which this year is 
being held in Hamilton, and through 
the media.

Only Governing Members can vote in 
the Board election. If you are a client 

of the Blind Foundation but not sure 
if you are also a RNZFB Governing 
Member, please call the National 
Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33.  
If you want to register to vote, they 
can help you with that too.

Key dates to pencil in your diaries:

If you would like more information 
about Board elections, the 
Constitution or the voting process 
or timeline, please contact the 
Returning Officer, Jane Moore 
jamoore@blindfoundation.org.nz.

Each year, the RNZFB holds elections for Directors to the Board. 
Each Director serves for a term of three years. This November, Keith 
Appleton, Julie Bartlett and Nicola Owen are completing their term. 
The retiring Directors may be nominated and stand again.

Date Activity

18 August Call for nominations 
to stand as a Director.

15 September Last day for 
nominations.

5 October Voting packs are 
circulated.

3 November Last day to vote.
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Everything you need to know about voting
Voting information

The Blind Foundation offers voting 
information in a range of formats 
including braille, audio CD, email  
and large print. 

For the first time, we are  
introducing online voting and  
have created a website with  
voting information including:

• The candidates’ 300-word profile.
• A 60-word snapshot of capabilities.
•  An mp3 file recording of the 

candidates’ interviews.

Casting your vote

Members are able to cast their  
vote in the election in a number  
of ways, including: 

• A print form.
• Braille card.
• Telephone Dictation Voting.
• Telephone Information Service (TIS).
• Online voting (new for 2017).

Voting eligibility 

Only governing members are eligible 
to vote in the Board elections. If you 
are uncertain whether you are a 
governing member and would like  

to become one, please contact  
the National Contact Centre on  
0800 24 33 33 and they will be 
happy to arrange this. 

Online voting trial

If you would like to trial online  
voting ahead of this year’s Board 
elections, please visit the test site  
at www.rnzfbelections.org.nz.  
You will need a valid email address 
that is registered with the Blind 
Foundation along with a connection 
to the internet. Please note, the trial 
will end on Friday 15 September.

Change your preference

The Blind Foundation holds 
information about members’ 
preferred formats for information 
and voting. If you would like to 
change your preferred formats, 
please speak to our National 
Contact Centre who will be happy  
to help. Alternatively, you can 
complete the ‘update preferred 
format details’ page on the test site. 
Please note, the deadline for advising 
any preferred format changes is 
Friday 15 September.
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Related organisations

These organisations are available to Blind Foundation clients and whanau; 
some groups also cater to blind or low vision people who are not clients.

To find out more, please contact the groups using the details below.

These details are correct at the time of printing. Please check the Blind Foundation 
website for updated details and more information at blindfoundation.org.nz

There are a number of national organisations that work with the 
Blind Foundation to support the blind and low vision community.

Association of Blind Citizens 
New Zealand Inc.  
Blind Citizens NZ 
0800 222 694 
enquiries@blindcitizens.org.nz 
blindcitizens.org.nz

Blind Sport New Zealand 
(09) 979 1536 
dan@blindsport.kiwi 
blindsport.kiwi

Deafblind Association NZ 
0800 450 650 
info@deafblindassociation.nz

Kāpo Māori Aotearoa 
0800 770 990 
info@kapomaori.co.nz 
kapomaori.com

New Zealand Vision Impaired 
Empowering Women (NZ VIEW) 
(07) 348 2765  
aislabie@clear.net.nz

Parents of Vision Impaired 
New Zealand (PVINZ) Inc.  
(04) 293 8236 or 0274 402 073 
david@pvi.org.nz  
pvi.org.nz

Retina New Zealand Inc. 
0800 569 849 
retina@retina.org.nz  
retina.org.nz

Retina Youth 
0800 569 849 
youth@retina.org.nz 
retinayouth.org.nz and Facebook group

Support and Education for our Youth,  
their Families and their Friends Inc. 
(SEYFF) 
021 0235 4395  
seyffnz@gmail.com

The Albinism Trust 
(06) 367 5900 
albinism@inspire.net.nz 
albinism.nz
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Blind Sport New Zealand Incorporated

As a consumer group of the Blind 
Foundation, Blind Sport New 
Zealand is committed to delivering 
sport and recreation opportunity 
through existing affiliated national 
sporting groups – Blind Cricket 
(NZBCA), Goalball (GNZ), Blind 
Sailing (Blind Sailing NZ), Blind Lawn 
Bowls (NZBLBA), Blind Indoor Bowls 
(NZBVIBF) and Blind Fishing (Kiwi 
Blind Fishing Club), while listening 
to the interests of the blind and low 
vision sports community in bringing 
new sports, such as Blind Rugby to 
New Zealand.

Blind Sport New Zealand, with the 
support of Blind Foundation and 
partners The Change Foundation 
(UK), hosted the international launch 
of Blind Rugby in Auckland in July, 
making New Zealand’s national 
game accessible to the blind and  
low vision community worldwide.

Want to get involved in  
blind and low vision sport?  
Contact Blind Sport New Zealand 
National Manager Dan Shepherd 
at dan@blindsport.kiwi 

Established in 1980, Blind Sport New Zealand is New Zealand's lead 
organisation for blind, deaf blind and low vision sports and physical 
recreation, leading sport and recreation opportunity and driving 
participation in blind and low vision sport.

IBSA Blind Football President Ulrich Pfisterer introduces Blind Football to New Zealand.



Shop

All prices include GST. For the full range of items sold by the 
Blind Foundation shop, visit online at blindfoundation.org.nz 
or phone the National Contact Centre on 0800 24 33 33.

Check out the new products available to purchase 
now at the Blind Foundation shop. 

New products available  
at the Blind Foundation Shop

Talking Ear/Forehead Thermometer

This easy-to-use thermometer 
measures your temperature from 
either your forehead or ear. Body 
temperature can be announced and 
displayed in either degrees Celsius 
or Fahrenheit. Please note there are 
no returns on this product due to 
hygiene reasons.

Member price: $59 
Public price: $79

Low Vision Watches

This low vision watch comes 
in both a white face with 
black numbers or a black 
face with white numbers 
and features a chrome and 
gold expandable strap for 
an easy comfortable fit.

Member price: $64 
Public price: $85
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Playing Cards

We have a range of different 
playing cards in large print 
and braille that are perfect 
for those winter evenings 
spent relaxing by the fire 
with family and friends.

Please see the online shop 
for the range available and 
their prices.

PenFriend 2 Audio Labeller

The PenFriend 2 Audio Labeller enables 
you to record your own labels for items 
around the home, at work or school.

Member price: $100 
Public price: $200

Audio/Vibratory Liquid Level Indicator

This device is the perfect thing to help with 
making a cup of tea or coffee with milk on 
those chilly winter days. Simply place the 
device on the side of the cup with the prongs 
on the inside and it will let you know when you 
have reached two different levels with a series 
of different audible beeps and vibrations.  
It can also be used for non-mixed drinks.

Member price: $27 
Public price: $27
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Upcoming events

The Blind Foundation supports clients to participate in a variety of 
activities, special events and groups. Getting involved with an interest 
group in your area or participating in one of the adventure, arts or 
personal development based programs will help you connect with others 
who have a shared experience of vision loss, while giving you the skills 
and motivation to live life to the fullest.

Our Community and Life Enrichment (CLE) team is also working with 
external community organisations and local clubs to help clients connect 
with others who share their interests.

With 34 volunteer support groups located around New Zealand and staff 
from the CLE team also based regionally, there is a contact person close 
to you who can help you get involved.

Contact the CLE team on 0800 24 33 33 to learn what is happening  
in your area or to get help setting up a group of your own.

The Blind Foundation and other related organisations run 
events in communities throughout New Zealand.

Accessible Arts Program – Share your passion for anything related to the 
arts and experience the latest in accessible arts, taking place in Wellington, 
October 27-29, please contact Frances Watling for further details.

Outward Bound – Insight Course, March 2018. Challenge yourself in 2018 
with this 8-day program working as part of a team in the great outdoors 
of Anakiwa, Marlborough Sounds.

For local activities and locations, contact your local CLE team member.  
Still not sure this is for you? We can put you in touch with a fellow client  
who can share what being involved has done for them. 

For more activities and locations visit blindfoundation.org.nz

Recreation activities

The following National and Regional opportunities are 
currently available in locations around New Zealand:
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Equipment display days
The Blind Foundation holds regular equipment display days across 
the country to introduce clients and the community to specialist 
equipment and services for people who are blind or have low vision. 

As the dates below might be subject to change, please contact your local 
office or phone our friendly contact centre staff on 0800 24 33 33 to confirm. 
To view the latest equipment display days, visit blindfoundation.org.nz/
events or users of TIS can listen using the TIS menu 378. Please note that 
magnifying and lighting assessments are not available at the equipment 
display days listed below. Please contact your local office to organise any 
assessments you might require. 

Upcoming events

Area Venue Date and Time

Rangiora Knox Presbyterian Church,  
corner High and King Street, Rangiora

17 August 
11am – 1pm

Dunedin Blind Foundation Dunedin Office, corner 
Hillside Road and Law Streets, Dunedin

15 August
10.30am – 12.30pm

Levin Senior Citizens Hall, Cambridge Street, 
Levin

6 September 
1pm – 3pm

Upper Hutt Blind Foundation Wellington Office,  
121 Adelaide Road, Newtown, Wellington

20 September 
11.30am – 2pm

Invercargill Blind Foundation Invercargill Office,  
172 Queens Drive, Richmond, Invercargill

26 September 
1pm – 3pm

Hamilton Hamilton Social Centre, 15 Liverpool Street, 
Hamilton

27 September  
10am – 12pm

Whakatane Disability Resource Centre,  
141-143 King Street, Whakatane

7 November 
1pm – 3pm
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Will
you
join
me?
Hi, I’m Elaine and I lost my sight when I was 38. 
This Blind Week, I’ll be a street collection volunteer 
on 6 and 7 October – will you join me?

Sign up today:
Visit blindweek.org.nz
or call 0800 366 283 Blind Foundation

Blind Foundation


