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Welcome to the June 2018 issue of Sound 
and Touch 
In this issue: 
DAISY Direct book service now live 

Marrakesh Treaty update 

Magazines in our collection 

Christian Blind Mission (CBM) content 

Library and studios staff news 

Many thanks to our generous sponsors 

DAISY Direct book service now live 
The new library delivery service for audio books through members DAISY players is 
now available. This means that books can now be delivered to your DAISY players 
through a dedicated mobile phone supplied by the Blind Foundation, which has a 
special app to connect directly to the Foundation digital library. You do not need to 
push any buttons or navigate a screen, as the app automatically downloads audio 
books according to individual preferences, similar to the audio book titles allocated 
and delivered on CD. The app then copies audio books to a removable USB drive, 
which can be connected to a DAISY player for reading. 

This means that you can receive books to your DAISY players without waiting for 
CDs to be delivered. This has been developed to counter the rising CD production 



costs and the delays to our postal delivery times with the end of NZ Post's FastPost 
service. 

Magazine delivery through this service is currently being tested and will be available 
within the coming weeks. 

Please contact the library on 0800 24 33 33 or email us at 
library@blindfoundation.org.nz if you would like to receive your audio books or 
magazines through DAISY Direct. There is no cost to you as we are fundraising for 
the mobile phones and USB drives and mobile data for downloads is supplied for 
free by 2degrees network. 

For more information about Daisy Direct or BookLink products and services, please 
contact Roland Brownlee, Digital and Collection Services Librarian in the Blind 
Foundation Library, on 09 930 1570, or by e-mail at 
rbrownlee@blindfoundation.org.nz. 

Marrakesh Treaty update 
I recently received a call from a library member asking whether New Zealand has 
ratified the Marrakesh Treaty yet, so I thought it would be a good idea to give an 
update on what has been happening since it was announced in Parliament on 22nd 
June 2017 that New Zealand would join the treaty. 

The Marrakesh Treaty is an international treaty allowing for copyright exceptions for 
accessible versions of books and other copyrighted works for people with a print 
disability, which includes those with vision impairments. 

It is estimated that less than 10% of published information generally available to the 
community is also accessible to those with a print disability, which feeds into barriers 
of education, employment and social inclusion. 

On 27th February 2018, Neil Jarvis our GM of Strategic Relations, took part in the 
examination debate for the Marrakesh Treaty in parliament. Working closely with 
Blind Citizens NZ, together they have been instrumental in progressing the treaty 
here in New Zealand. The treaty received unanimous support. The next step is the 
introduction of the Copyright Amendment Bill to enable the treaty. 

Neil Jarvis said: "This is an important and significant step forward towards the treaty, 
which will lead to wider access to information for the 168,000 people with print 
disabilities in New Zealand." 

We know 34 countries have now ratified the Marrakesh Treaty, and dozens more 
have signed the treaty in commitment of joining. 

The Blind Foundation urges speedy introduction of the Copyright Amendment Bill to 
enable the treaty, and looks forward to seeing it progress. 
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Magazines in our collection 
We have been discussing in our library and studios team that you may not be aware 
of all the magazines we produce in-house or receive from Vision Australia. If there 
are any in the list below that you would like to receive in your magazine 
subscriptions, please contact us on 0800 24 33 33, or email us at 
library@blindfoundation.org.nz. 

Current affairs and business 
• Listener: Articles of general interest; excludes TV & Radio programmes 

(weekly) (NB: Daily radio and TV programmes as printed in the Listener are 
narrated for TIS Menu 2) 

• Monthly Australia: Articles on Australian politics, economics, environmental 
and social topics, arts and cultural criticism (monthly) 

• National Business Review: Business, financial and political news (weekly) 
• North & South: National general interest magazine (monthly) 
• Time: International news magazine (weekly) 

Health and disability 
• Blind Foundation News (monthly) 
• Diabetes: News for diabetics New Zealand Inc (quarterly) 
• Focus ABCNZ: Official newsletter of the Association of Blind Citizens of New 

Zealand (quarterly) 
• Outlook: Blind Foundation community magazine (quarterly) 
• Perspectives: Podcast produced by the Blind Foundation. Tells the stories of 

blind and low vision New Zealanders through interviews, addressing topics of 
interest to the blind and low vision community and their family, friends and 
supporters (monthly) 

• SuperSeniors: News for and about older New Zealanders, produced by the 
Office for Seniors (irregular) 

• Talking vision rewound: From Vision Australia radio. Discussion of vision loss 
issues including challenges, achievements and systemic advocacy; stories 
and opinions from people with vision loss (bi-monthly) 

Home, garden and lifestyle 
• Animals' Voice: Official magazine of the SPCA Auckland, with animal care, 

wellbeing, and welfare news (quarterly) 
• Consumer: Consumer Institute reviews and reports (bi-monthly) 
• Cuisine: Food, wine and good living (bi-monthly) 
• Healthy Food Guide: Wide ranging health news and views (monthly) 
• New Zealand Gardener: Articles and interviews (monthly) 
• NZ House & Garden: Showcasing New Zealand style in home design, 

decorating and landscaping (monthly) 
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Leisure 
• NZ Fishing news: Fishing tips, tricks and techniques. For both casual and 

serious anglers (monthly) 
• NZ Rugby World: Rugby news, reviews, humour and information (ten issues 

per year) 
• Our Auckland: News and events from the Auckland Council wards and 

adjacent areas (monthly) 
• Reader's Digest: General interest articles, real life drama, humour (monthly) 
• Travel: Articles from the Friday Herald-Sun, The Weekend Australian, the 

Saturday Age and the Sunday Age (monthly) 
• Wilderness: New Zealand's magazine of the outdoors. Features tramping, 

hiking, and camping news and information (monthly) 

Magazines in other languages 
• Du zhe wen zhai: Chinese language edition of Reader's Digest (monthly) 
• Ellinis: In Greek. This family magazine has news, stories and recipes 

(monthly) 
• Focus Italian: In Italian. Interviews with famous people, news, feature articles, 

short stories, crafts, cookery and gardening (monthly) 
• Focus Polish: In Polish. Interviews with famous people, news, feature articles, 

short stories, crafts, cookery and gardening (monthly) 
• Oggi: In Italian. This traditional family magazine features articles on Italian 

modern life and society (monthly) 

Science, technology and transport 
• Australian Geographic: Australian geographical magazine (bi-monthly) 
• National Geographic: National geographical magazine (monthly) 
• New Zealand Geographic: New Zealand geographical magazine (bi-monthly) 
• Silicon Chip: Australian electronics magazine (monthly) 
• Wheels: Australian automotive magazine (monthly) 

Special interest 
• Grapevine: Christian family magazine (occasional) 
• M2 Man: Men's lifestyle magazine, featuring sports, business, and 

entertainment (monthly) 
• RSA Review: News and views (quarterly) 
• Tui Motu Interislands: Articles from the independent New Zealand Catholic 

magazine (monthly) (synthetic speech) 

Women's interest 
• Australian Women's Weekly: Selection of articles on people, food and lifestyle 

(monthly) 



• M2 Woman: New Zealand woman's lifestyle magazine, including health, 
beauty, business, and entertainment (bi-monthly) 

• New Idea Australia: Compilation of this weekly women's magazine (monthly) 
• NZ Woman's Weekly: National magazine for women (weekly) 

Youth 
• Girlfriend: Australian teen fashion, health and lifestyle magazine (monthly) 
• Just Kidding: A magazine for primary aged students, with entertainment, 

news, and educational material. Produced by Vision Australia (synthetic 
voice) (bimonthly) 

New magazines to be added to our collection. If you 
want to subscribe to these please contact the 
library. 

• Grey Power Magazine: Official lifestyle magazine of the advocacy 
organization promoting the welfare and well-being of all those citizens in the 
50-plus age group 

• Latitude: Canterbury's own lifestyle magazine 

Christian Blind Mission (CBM) content 
We now have some of these titles available through our collection and are adding 
more each week. Please contact the Library if you are interested in receiving this 
material. 

Library and studios staff news 
We would like to welcome two new staff members to our Library and Studios team. 
Joshua Nathan has recently started as an Audio Post-Production Technician in our 
studios, replacing Eugene Upston. Josh is a Blind Foundation member and comes to 
us after working freelance as an audio engineer for the last four years. Josh will be 
helping to deliver audio content to you by preparing the audio material from a variety 
of sources for uploading to our digital archive. 

Gordon Dickson has also started at the Youth Library as the Senior Library 
Assistant. Gordon worked for Manukau City Libraries for twelve years in Application 
Support ensuring the effective daily operation of the Council's Library system. 

Many thanks to our generous sponsors 
We would like to express our appreciation to the following Trusts and Councils for 
their generous sponsorship of books for the Library since the previous issue of 



Sound and Touch. These funds have helped to make print material accessible to 
people who are blind or have low vision. Without their support, it would not be 
possible to add more new titles to our Library. 

William Toomey Charitable Trust 

Greytown Trust Lands Trust 

Taupo District Council 

Southern Victorian Charitable Trust 

N R Thomson Charitable Trust 

New DAISY audio 
This issue contains DAISY audio books added to the collection since the last issue of 
Sound and Touch in March 2018. 

Abbreviations: 

AVH: Association Valentin-Haüy 

BA: Blackstone Audio Inc. 

CD: DAISY audio CD ordering number 

CNIB: (formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

MTM: Swedish Agency for Accessible Media 

RNIB: Royal National Institute of Blind People 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

SALB: South African Library for the Blind 

Ulv: Ulverscroft 

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service 

Adult non-fiction 

Actors and entertainers (Biography) 
Alfred Hitchcock by Peter Ackroyd. As an adult, Alfred Hitchcock rigorously 
controlled the press's portrait of himself, drawing certain carefully selected childhood 
anecdotes into full focus and blurring all others out. Ackroyd reveals something 
more: a lugubriously jolly man fond of practical jokes, who smashes a once-used tea 
cup every morning to remind himself of the frailty of life. This biography wrests the 
director's chair back from the master of control and discovers what lurks just out of 



sight, in the corner of the shot. Read by Neville Jason in 10 hours, 53 minutes. RNIB. 
CD99248 

Moving pictures: memories of a Hollywood prince by Budd Schulberg. Raised 
in the Hollywood of the 1920s as the privileged son of a pioneer studio mogul, the 
author went on to win fame as a distinguished novelist, short story writer, playwright, 
Oscar-winning screenwriter, and boxing historian. This is his remembrance of 
growing up amidst the glamour, swank, courage, triumphs, defeats, cabals, and 
double-crosses of an industry in the making. His utterly candid account includes 
unsparing portraits of outsized characters in all their power, venality, charm, 
pettiness, and vindictiveness. Read by Meriel Scholfield in 21 hours, 45 minutes. 
RNIB. CD99349 

Adventure 
An idiot abroad: the travel diaries of Karl Pilkington with Ricky Gervais and 
Stephen Merchant. Karl Pilkington isn't keen on travelling. Given the choice, he'll go 
on holiday to Devon or Wales or, at a push, eat English food on a package holiday in 
Majorca. Which isn't exactly Michael Palin, is it? So what happened when he was 
convinced by Ricky Gervais and Stephen Merchant to go on an epic adventure to 
see the Seven Wonders of the World? Travel broadens the mind, right? Well, that's 
what you'd think. Read by Tom Slatter in 5 hours, 2 minutes. RNIB. CD99383 

A speck in the sea: a story of survival and rescue by John Aldridge and 
Anthony Sosinski. In the dead of night on July 24, 2013, John Aldridge was thrown 
off the back of the Anna Mary while his fishing partner, Anthony Sosinski, slept 
below. This memoir intertwines Aldridge's wrenching first-person account with the 
narrative of the massive, constantly evolving rescue operation designed to save him. 
Read by Robert Fass and Fred Berman in 8 hours, 32 minutes. Blackstone. 
CD99683 

Authors (Biography) 
Driving Miss Norma: one family's journey saying "yes" to living by Tim 
Bauerschmidt and Ramie Liddle. Miss Norma was diagnosed with uterine cancer 
at the age of ninety. She was advised to undergo surgery, radiation, and 
chemotherapy, but instead she told her doctor, "I'm hitting the road." Norma took off 
on an unforgettable and transformative cross-country journey in a thirty-six-foot RV 
with her son, daughter-in-law, and their Standard Poodle Ringo. Read by 
Christopher Grove and Nan McNamara in 7 hours, 30 minutes. Blackstone. 
CD99679 



Biography (Royal families) 
The final curtsey by Margaret Rhodes. Margaret Rhodes was born into the 
Scottish aristocracy, into a now almost-vanished world of privilege. Her aunt was 
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother and Queen Elizabeth is her first cousin. She was 
a bridesmaid at the wedding of her cousin Princess Elizabeth to Prince Philip. Three 
years later the King and Queen attended her own wedding; Princess Margaret was a 
bridesmaid. In 1990, she was appointed as a Lady-in-Waiting to the Queen Mother, 
acting also as her companion, which she describes in touching detail. Read by 
Elizabeth Proud in 5 hours, 5 minutes. RNIB. CD99385 

Grace: her lives, her loves by Robert Lacey. The author looks behind the fairytale 
façade of the Hollywood sweetheart to reveal the real story of Princess Grace of 
Monaco, as she became. Gaining unprecedented access to her family and friends, 
he tells the story of a complex and conflicted woman determined to live her dream. 
He also reveals new details about Grace's tragic early death in a car accident that 
sent shockwaves around the world, and delves into the affairs that rocked her 
marriage to Prince Rainier III. Read by Christopher Oxford in 16 hours, 26 minutes. 
RNIB. CD99380 

Harry: life, loss and love by Katie Nicholl. Based on exclusive interviews and 
including stories, clandestine lovers, and family secrets never before revealed, a 
royal biographer presents a new biography of Prince Harry. Read by Charlotte Parry 
in 8 hours, 31 minutes. Blackstone. CD99680 

Medicine (Biography) 
In the midst of life by Jennifer Worth. The author documents her experiences as a 
nurse and ward sister, treating patients who were nearing the end of their lives. 
Interspersed with these stories from Worth's post-midwife career are the histories of 
her patients, from the family divided by a decision nobody could bear to make, to the 
mother who comes to her son's adopted country and joins his family without being 
able to speak a word of English. Read by Gill Lamede in 17 hours, 17 minutes. 
RNIB. CD99402 

Uncle Tungsten: memories of a chemical boyhood by Oliver Sacks. A memoir 
of the scientific wonder of youth by the distinguished clinical neurologist, who has a 
special gift for conveying the humanity and hopes of patients struggling with 
sometimes bizarre mental disorders. Here the author describes his childhood 
fascination with metals, gases, and chemicals, which was encouraged by his Uncle 
Dave, nicknamed "Uncle Tungsten." It is also about growing up Jewish and coming 
of age in London during the wartime years. Read by Steve Hodson in 13 hours, 41 
minutes. RNIB. CD99345 



Musicians (Biography) 
Mozart: a life by Paul Johnson. Liszt once said that Mozart composed more bars 
than a trained copyist could write in a lifetime. One of the world's most enduringly 
popular classical musicians, Mozart had a profound influence on Western music and 
on his contemporaries such as Beethoven and Haydn. Johnson focuses on the 
importance of Mozart's music, uncovering his wondrous output of composition and 
his gift and skill with instruments. Read by Benedick Blythe in 5 hours, 40 minutes. 
RNIB. CD99247 

Why Bob Dylan matters by Richard F. Thomas. This book explores Dylan's music 
in the context of the last half-century and puts his work in the tradition of classical 
poets like Virgil and Homer. The author probes the question of why Dylan's work 
continues to resonate and to speak to us today, particularly in light of his award of 
the 2016 Nobel Prize for Literature. Read by Nick Landrum in 9 hours, 14 minutes. 
Blackstone. CD99662 

New age 
A psychic's casebook by Dilys Gater. The author, a practising psychic, details 
more than fifty case histories from her personal files, that brings her into contact with 
lost spirits, star children, the dead, angels, devils, mystics, the searching and the 
suffering. Read by Dilys Gater in 5 hours, 31 minutes. RNZFB. CD99414 

Politics (biography) 
Along for the ride: a political memoir by Tony Simpson. An account of a nearly 
seventy-year battle with the authorities and their biblical precept: "thou shalt not!" In 
spite of various confrontations with authorities in early life and later on political 
leaders of his times, Tony Simpson ended up as a senior advisor to the Deputy 
Prime Minister Jim Anderton. This is the story of his political life. Read by Marguerite 
Vanderkolk in 17 hours, 35 minutes. RNZFB. CD97557 

Sportspeople (Biography) 
The greatest: my own story by Muhammad Ali. The champion boxer recounts his 
experiences and talks of his spiritual and political views with clarity and conviction. In 
his own words, Muhammad Ali pulls no punches as he chronicles the battles he 
faced, in and out of the ring. He fought not just for a living, but for respect and for 
rewards far more precious than money or glory. He redefined what it meant to be an 
athlete and changed the world forever. Read by Marvin Kane in 17 hours, 45 
minutes. RNIB. CD99246 

Put me back on my bike by William Fotheringham. Cyclist Tom Simpson was an 
Olympic medalist, world champion and the first Briton to wear the fabled yellow 



jersey of the Tour de France. He died a tragic early death on the Mont Ventoux 
during the 1967 Tour. A man of contradictions, Simpson was one of the first cyclists 
to admit to using banned substances and was accused of race-fixing, yet the dapper 
"Major Tom" inspired awe and affection for the obsessive will to win which would 
ultimately cost him his life. Read by multiple narrators in 8 hours, 31 minutes. RNIB. 
CD99418 

War memories (Biography) 
American sniper: the autobiography of the most lethal sniper in U.S. military 
history by Chris Kyle, with Scott McEwen and Jim DeFelice. From 1999 to 2009, 
United States Navy Seal Chris Kyle recorded the most career sniper kills in U.S. 
military history. His fellow soldiers called him "The Legend," while the enemy named 
him "al-Shaitan,"—"the devil"—and placed a bounty on his head. In this book he 
talks about the strains of war on himself, and his family. Contains strong violence. 
Read by Jason Wilson in 11 hours, 54 minutes. RNIB. CD99310 

World history and travel 
Into the white: Scott's Antarctic odyssey by Joanna Grochowicz. This is an 
account of Captain Scott's Terra Nova expedition planned with the dream to be the 
first to reach the South Pole. The story is full of memorable characters, vicious dogs 
and reluctant ponies, storms at sea, impenetrable ice pack, man-eating whales, 
crevasses, blizzards, scientific discovery, bad food, extreme temperatures, and 
equal measures of hunger, agony and snow blindness. Read by Janice Finn in 5 
hours, 34 minutes. RNZFB. CD98814 

Adult fiction 

Adventure stories 
Ramage's prize by Dudley Pope. The West Indian bases are desperate: post 
vessels, a vital communications link between England and the West Indies in the war 
against France, are mysteriously disappearing and no packets have arrived with 
orders in months. Were the privateers out in full force again? Had Napoleon's navy a 
secret new weapon? Lieutenant Lord Nicholas Ramage sets out from Jamaica to 
discover what treachery is threatening to throw the British Navy into chaos. Contains 
strong language. Read by Bob Rollett in 13 hours, 55 minutes. RNIB. CD99341 

Crime fiction 
Born evil by Kimberley Chambers. June Dawson has come a long way from the 
rough East End background where she met and eventually married charming, 
reckless Johnny Fuller. Now she lives in leafy Rainham, in a nice little cul-de-sac, 



with her ultra-respectable second husband and a lovely social life. Then her world 
collapses when daughter Debbie announces that she is pregnant by her low-life, 
drug-addicted boyfriend. Suddenly the family is not just in crisis. It is in meltdown. 
Read by Julie Stark in 10 hours, 4 minutes. RNIB. CD99239 

Star trap by Simon Brett. Charles Paris has landed a role in a West-End musical, 
but the odious star appears to be sabotaging his own show. Unless Charles finds the 
real behind-the-scenes saboteur before opening night, murder will take top billing. 
Series: Charles Paris, book 3. Sequel to: So much blood, 71412. Has sequel: Cast, 
in order of disappearance, 84665. Read by Ralph Cosham in 5 hours, 46 minutes. 
Blackstone. CD99657 

Disabilities (fiction) 
The Gunners by Rebecca Kauffman. Mikey Callahan is suffering from the clouded 
vision of macular degeneration. He struggles to establish human connections, and is 
reconnecting with his group of childhood friends, after one of their members has 
committed suicide after distancing herself from all of them. She died harbouring 
secrets about the group and its individuals. Mikey especially needs to confront dark 
secrets about his own past and his father. Read by Michael David Axtell in 8 hours, 3 
minutes. Blackstone. CD99682 

Fantasy 
Blood of the four by Christopher Golden and Tim Lebbon. Because magic has 
been kept at bay in Quandis, royals and the slave class have lived together in an 
uneasy peace for centuries. But Princess Phela's desire for power will disrupt the 
realm's order. Now events will make her a goddess in her own right--or destroy 
Quandis and all its inhabitants. Read by Khristine Hvam in 16 hours, 33 minutes. 
Blackstone. CD99676 

General fiction 
The curious charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick. When Arthur Pepper 
finds an exquisite gold charm bracelet he's never seen before among his late wife's 
possessions, what follows is an epic quest to find out the truth about his wife's secret 
life before they met--a journey that leads him to find hope, healing, and self-
discovery in unexpected places. Read by James Langton in 8 hours, 58 minutes. 
Blackstone. CD99661 

The fishermen by Chigozie Obioma. Told from the point of view of nine-year-old 
Benjamin, the youngest of four brothers, this is a Cain and Abel-esque story of an 
unforgettable childhood in 1990s Nigeria. When their father has to travel to a distant 
city for work, the brothers take advantage of his extended absence to skip school 
and go fishing. At the forbidden nearby river they encounter a madman, who predicts 



that one of the brothers will kill another. Read by Jude Owusu-Achiaw in 10 hours, 
25 minutes. RNIB. CD99333 

Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes. Charlie Gordon, IQ 68, is a floor sweeper 
and the gentle butt of everyone's jokes, until an experiment in the enhancement of 
human intelligence turns him into a genius. But then Algernon, the mouse whose 
triumphal experimental transformation preceded his, fades and dies, and Charlie has 
to face the possibility that his salvation was only temporary. Read by Christopher 
Ragland in 8 hours, 45 minutes. RNIB. CD99378 

God on the rocks by Jane Gardam. One glorious summer between the wars, the 
realities of life and the sexual ritual dance of the adult world creep into the life of 
young Margaret Marsh. Caught in the backwash of a fervently religious father, a 
mother bitterly nostalgic for what might have been, the tea and sympathy of some 
thoroughly secular neighbours and the bawdy jokes of her nanny Lydia, Margaret's 
world hurtles towards a shattering moment of truth. Read by Carom Marsh in 7 hours 
24 minutes. RNIB. CD99666 

Just in time by Marie Bostwick. Grace Saunders has always assumed that bright, 
clear lines separate right from wrong. Now that idealism is blurred by dilemmas that 
test her beliefs about marriage and loyalty, and she must look to her new friends and 
inside herself for answers. Read by Emily Sutton-Smith, Kate Marcin, and Carol 
Monda.in 12 hours 36 minutes. Blackstone. CD99429 

A striking truth by Helen McNeil. In 1986 in a central North Island town of New 
Zealand, the changing labour laws are pressing on the unionized workers of the local 
mill and their families. The unions believe they are in for another round of strikes, but 
the mill owners and operators are convinced this time they have a mandate to crush 
the unions once and for all. A chronicle of the birth of New Zealand's experimentation 
with neoliberalism by its effect on one community. Read by Margaret Blay in 7 hours, 
46 minutes. RNZFB. CD93349 

Waterland by Graham Swift. In 1943 lock-keeper Henry Crick finds a body in his 
lock. Nearly forty years later his son Tom, a history teacher, is forced into retirement 
by scandal. He decides to tell stories of his native fens—a turbulent heritage—and of 
the fateful repercussions of that morning. Spanning more than 200 years in the lives 
of its haunted narrator and his ancestors, Waterland is a visionary tale of England's 
mysterious Fen country. Read by Jonathan Oliver in 12 hours 36 minutes. RNIB. 
CD99666 

Historical novels 
An appetite for violets by Martine Bailey. 1953. That's how it is for us servants. No 
one pays you much heed; mostly you're invisible as furniture. Yet you overhear a 
conversation here, and add a little gossip there. A writing desk lies open and you 



cannot help but read a paper. Then you find something, something you should not 
have found. Irrepressible Biddy Leigh, under-cook at the foreboding Mawton Hall, is 
unwittingly swept up in a world of scheming, secrets and lies when her elderly 
master marries the young Lady Carinna. Read by Karina Fernandez in 12 hours, 6 
minutes. RNIB. CD99268 

The petticoat men by Barbara Ewing. The Victorian gossipmongers called them 
the Petticoat Men. But to young widow Mattie Stacey, they are Freddie and Ernest, 
her gentlemen lodgers. One fateful night Fanny and Stella are arrested, and Mattie 
and her family are dragged into a shocking court trial, described in newspapers all 
over England as "The Scandal of the Century." Read by Romy Hooper in 12 hours 
35 minutes. RNZFB. CD89551 

Horror and supernatural 
Skeleton crew by Stephen King. In this collection of stories, the author takes 
readers down paths that only he could imagine. A supermarket becomes the place 
where humanity takes its last stand against unholy destruction ... a trip to the attic 
turns into a journey to hell ... a woman driver finds a scary shortcut to paradise ... an 
idyllic lake harbours a bottomless evil ... and a desert island is the scene of the most 
terrifying struggle for survival ever waged. Read by John Chancer in 26 hours. RNIB. 
CD97309 

Modern women's fiction 
The baby plan by Kate Rorick. Nathalie Kneller is set announce her pregnancy 
when her scene-stealing sister Lyndi barfs all over the Thanksgiving centrepiece. 
Lyndi's finally getting her life together, but didn't count on a baby. Sophia Nunez 
knows once she gets her daughter off to college, she'll finally be able to enjoy career 
as a make-up artist, and as girlfriend to one of rock's hottest musicians until she finds 
out she's pregnant. This is modern day pregnancy, where baby names are crowd-
sourced, sonograms are Facebook-shared. Read by Eva Kaminsky in 11 hours, 18 
minutes. Blackstone. CD97675 

Mystery and detective 
Butades by T. P. Sweeney. A series of murders breaks the dusty silence of a small 
rural town. Butades, the town's resident artist, is given the job of drawing lines 
around the bodies. Without motive or suspect, and with the death count mounting, 
the Police Chief becomes unhinged, and events lead to an impasse where no one 
remains free of suspicion. Read by Romy Hooper in 4 hours, 20 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD95797 

Hiding in plain sight by Susan Lewis. Ex-detective Andee has swapped freelance 
investigation and a broken marriage, for two months in Provence, renovating a 



beautiful villa with the new man in her life. Pottering around a small town on an early 
summer's day, she is at peace. But her world is about to be shattered. Remember 
me? Two words spoken by a woman from the back of a car that say so much yet 
reveal so little. It is the missing child case from thirty years ago that has haunted 
Andee her whole life. Private eye. Read by Julia Franklin in 10 hours, 40 minutes. 
Ulverscroft. CD99750 

Marlborough man by Alan Carter. Nick Chester is working as a sergeant for the 
Havelock police in the Marlborough Sounds, at the top of NZ's South Island. A 
paradise with its own kind of dangers. In the last couple of weeks, two local boys 
have vanished. Their bodies are found, but the Pied Piper is still at large. A story 
about what happens when evil takes hold of a small town. Police procedural. Read 
by John Callen in 10 hours, 35 minutes. RNZFB. CD98499 

Nature and animal stories 
Buster's diaries by Roy Hattersley. Buster became famous in 1996 after he 
defended himself against a goose in St James's Park—a goose which, unfortunately, 
belonged to the Queen—and has been pursued by the press ever since. This is a 
story of triumph over adversity, as the author describes his rise from living rough on 
a Paddington waste ground to nights spent in a sheepskin (fake) lined bed. It reveals 
the secrets between dog and the man on the other end of the lead. Read by Robbie 
McNab in 3 hours, 47 minutes. RNIB. CD99255 

NZ and Pacific novels 
The empty coffin by Gary Moore. Dean Bradley's body vanishes from a funeral 
parlour and a mysterious figure begins rescuing victims of assault all over Auckland 
and healing their horrific injuries with a dazzling light. They call him the Rainbow 
Man. Meanwhile a brutal serial killer is about to strike again and Tom Heke is on the 
run from both the police and a fearsome Maori gang, and Constable Mary Clark 
puzzles her colleagues by knowing more about the Rainbow Man than she should. 
Read by Marguerite Vanderkolk in 6 hours, 27 minutes. RNZFB. CD98837 

Iceland by Dominic Hoey. Zlata is stuck in a dead-end office job, but hopes for a 
record deal that will help her escape Auckland city. Then she meets Hamish, a 
graffiti artist and part-time drug dealer at a party. Together, they start to get their 
lives on track but when one of their group of friends kills someone, everything starts 
to unravel as they deal (or not) with the aftermath. Read by Janice Finn in 5 hours, 
58 minutes. RNZFB. CD97942 

The man who would not see by Rajorshi Chakraborti. Ashim and Abhay made a 
small mistake that split their family forever. Thirty years later, Ashim has re-entered 
his brother's life. A brother has travelled all the way from small-town India to New 
Zealand bearing ancient—and false—grudges, and with the implacable objective of 



blowing up every part of his younger brother's life. Reconciliation was just a Trojan 
horse. But is Ashim really the villain he appears to be, or is there a method to his 
havoc? Read by Gary Denvir in 7 hours, 38 minutes. RNZFB. CD99097 

Obsession by Elspeth Sandys. A literary mystery tale. The story of an obsessive 
love affair, and the repercussions long after the affair has ended. It recreates the era 
in an atmosphere charged with New Zealand's 1980s culture, set in Waiheke Island. 
It has some parallels with Sandys's life with Maurice Shadbolt. Read by Gary Denvir 
in 5 hours, 3 minutes. RNZFB. CD98609 

Romance 
I'll be your blue sky by Marisa de los Santos. Two small-town former high school 
sweethearts meet again when they come back to their hometown for the funeral of 
their mentor. Now middle-aged, they have taken wildly divergent paths, but neither 
has lived the life they imagined and neither can forget the passionate first love that 
forever altered their world. They are forced to confront the choices each has made, 
and ask whether love can truly rewrite the past. Read by Angela Dawe and Erin 
Bennett. in 7 hours, 33 minutes. Blackstone. CD99667 

Romantic suspense 
Reflection by Diane Chamberlain. Rachel Huber returns to her home town of 
Reflection in Pennsylvania Dutch country to care for her ailing grandmother. Twenty 
years ago, a terrible tragedy occurred in Reflection and the townspeople hold Rachel 
responsible. Now, she finds herself the object of anger and hostility, in this 
intergenerational story of love, secrets and suspense. Read by Laurel Lefkow in 12 
hours, 53 minutes. RNIB. CD99230 

The woman left behind by Linda Howard. Jina Modell doesn't feel like a "Babe," 
when she's working with the gruff, no-nonsense Levi Butcher, team leader for the 
GO-Team. When the Syrian base where she's stationed is attacked, Jina manages 
to escape. Levi would never willingly leave a soldier behind, especially a brave 
woman whose sweet voice haunts his every thought. Once he discovers Jina is 
alive, the tenacious warrior will walk into fire to save this intriguing woman who has 
captured his heart. Read by Saskia Maarleveld in 11 hours, 35 minutes. Blackstone. 
CD99665 

Science fiction 
The feed by Nick Clark Windo. The Feed is accessible everywhere, by everyone, 
at any time, instantaneously linking all information, all people. Every interaction, 
every emotion can be shared through it. But opposition to constant connection 
serves Tom and Kate well when the Feed collapses after a horrific tragedy shatters 
the world, leaving people to scavenge to survive. Survival of the fittest is now a way 



of life. And it is in this brutal, distrusting world that Tom and Kate's daughter, Bea, 
has gone missing. Read by Claire Corbett and Nick Clark Windo in 11 hours, 20 
minutes. Blackstone. CD99682 

The Pacific Rim uprising by Alex Irvine. Ten years after the Battle of the Breach, 
the PPDC calls upon the best and brightest to rise up and become the next 
generation of heroes when the Kaiju threat returns. Read by Jeffrey Kafer in 6 hours, 
55 minutes. Blackstone. CD99668 

The family 
Wish you were here by Catherine Alliott. When Flora, James and their two 
teenage daughters are offered the holiday of a lifetime in a chateau in the south of 
France in return for one simple good deed, they jump at the chance. They exchange 
the confines of Clapham, the weight of the mortgage and anxieties over their future 
for a blissful break. But Flora didn't anticipate a mysterious guest and a whole heap 
of family baggage coming too. Read by Helen Atkinson Wood in 13 hours, 6 
minutes. RNIB. CD99262 

Thrillers 
Close your eyes by Michael Robotham. Joe O'Loughlin is drawn into the 
investigation of a double murder later discovering a link between these murders and 
another series of attacks where victims are choked unconscious. As the case 
becomes ever more complex, Joe's fate becomes intertwined with a merciless, 
unpredictable killer. Read by Sean Barrett in 11 hours, 4 minutes. Series: Joseph 
O'Loughlin; book 07. Sequel to: Watching you, 78195. Blackstone. CD99685 

The club at Eddy's Bar by Zoltan Boszormenyi. At the end of the Cold War, the 
Club at Eddy's Bar attracts the elite of a city in the Carpathian Mountains. They keep 
one another's secrets, and when a young journalist learns too much, he has to leave 
his family behind and flee to Canada. He hopes to publish his account of the crime 
when his family is safe, but finds as many secrets and lies are being concealed by 
the powerful in the new country. Read by Philip Bretherton in 12 hours, 54 minutes. 
RNIB. CD99275 

War stories 
The zookeeper's wife: a war story by Diane Ackerman. When Germany invaded 
Poland, Stuka bombers devastated Warsaw—and the city's zoo along with it. With 
most of their animals dead, zookeepers Jan and Antonina Zabinski began smuggling 
Jews into empty cages. Jan, active in the Polish resistance, kept ammunition buried 
in the elephant enclosure and stashed explosives in the animal hospital. Meanwhile, 
Antonina kept her unusual household afloat, caring for both its human and its animal 
inhabitants and keeping alive an atmosphere of play and innocence even as Europe 



crumbled around her. Read by Suzanne Toren in 10 hours, 56 minutes. Blackstone. 
CD99660 

Comrades of war by Sven Hassel. Grievously wounded Sven Hassel and his 
comrades find themselves behind the lines in a Hamburg hospital. The Reich is a 
hotbed of lies, betrayal and propaganda. Disgusted by the Nazi cause, the comrades 
drink themselves into oblivion, visit brothels where women dance naked on saloon 
tables and reach for home comforts before they return to the dreaded Russian Front. 
Because Hitler's war must go on ... Contains violence. Read by Jonathan Oliver in 14 
hours, 24 minutes. RNIB. CD99298 

Ice cold in Alex by Christopher Landon. The author centres his novel on an 
extraordinary desert flight from the Afrika Corps during the fall of Tobruk during 
World War II. Captain George Anson must escort two nursing sisters to Alexandria. 
But what starts out as a routine journey soon becomes an epic. Read by James 
Parsons in 8 hours, 1 minute. RNIB. CD99314 

Young adult fiction 
A confusion of princes by Garth Nix. The three deaths of Prince Khemri, in his 
own words. We follow him as he trains to become a Prince of the Empire, an 
enhanced human being, equipped with biological and technological improvements 
that make him faster, stronger and smarter than any ordinary person. Not to mention 
the ultimate benefit: should he die, and be deemed worthy, he will be reborn. 
Available in Daisy audio96236, Braille95886 and Ebraille95887 

Throne of glass by Sarah J. Maas. Throne of glass; book 01. Has sequel: Crown of 
midnight: 92761. After she has served a year of hard labour in the salt mines of 
Endovier for her crimes, Crown Prince Dorian offers eighteen-year-old assassin 
Celaena Sardothien her freedom on the condition that she act as his champion in a 
competition to find a new royal assassin. Available in Daisy audio88473, 
Braille93191, Ebraille93192 and Etext93190 

Junior fiction 
The tuatara and the skink by Yvonne Morrison. The story of the tortoise and the 
hare is retold with a New Zealand twist where a slow native tuatara and a quick little 
skink are pitted against each other to prove that slow and steady wins the race. 
Available in Daisy audio87725, Braille93139, and Twin vision87724 

Young adult fiction—Large Print 
A torch against the night by Sabaa Tahir. Ember in the ashes book 02. Sequel to: 
An ember in the ashes: 95766. Laia and Elias fight their way north to liberate Laia's 
brother from the horrors of Kauf Prison. Hunted by Empire soldiers, manipulated by 



the Commandant, and haunted by their pasts, Laia and Elias must outfox their 
enemies and confront the treacherousness of their own hearts. On the other side, 
Helene finds herself taking on a mission to prove herself—a mission that might 
destroy her, instead. Available in Large print95775, Braille95771, Ebraille95772 
and Etext95774 

Junior fiction—DAISY playaway 
Loot: how to steal a fortune by Jude Watson. Loot; book 1. Has sequel: Sting: it 
takes a crook to catch a crook: 93219. When Alfie McQuinn, the notorious jewel 
thief, is killed on a job, his last words to his son, March, are to "find jewels" and this 
instruction leads the boy to Jules, the twin sister he never knew he had—and the 
perfect partner to carry on the family business. Available in Playaway82760, Braille 
93221, Ebraille93222 and Etext93223 

New braille and ebraille books 
This issue contains braille and ebraille books added to the collection since the last 
issue of Sound and Touch in March 2018. Adult braille books have a CD number as 
they are embossed upon request. Please contact us to enquire as to whether a 
particular title is available for embossing. 

Abbreviations: 

UEB Unified English Braille code 

Ebraille Electronic braille books held at Parnell Library 

RNZFB Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

CNIB (Formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

f. Computer file available for embossing 

v. volume(s) 

The following braille books are contracted, single-spaced and double sided. 

Adult non-fiction 

Authors (Biography) 
The shepherd's life: a tale of the Lake District by James Rebanks. This is the 
story of a family who have worked in and around the Lake District for generations. 
Their way of life is ordered by the seasons and the work they demand, and has been 
for hundreds of years. These modern dispatches from an ancient landscape tell the 



story of a deep-rooted attachment to place, describing a way of life that is little 
noticed and yet has profoundly shaped history. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. Ebraille99058 

Medicine (Biography) 
Five minutes of amazing: my journey through dementia by Chris Graham, with 
Wendy Holden. At the age of thirty-eight, soldier Chris Graham was diagnosed with 
a rare genetic form of Alzheimer's disease. He and his partner were expecting their 
first child, and Chris was faced with dismissal on medical grounds and the 
knowledge that their unborn child had a fifty per cent chance of inheriting the 
dementia gene. After the birth, Chris embarked on a 10,000-mile solo cycle around 
North America raising money and awareness for Alzheimer's research. 1 f. UEB. 
RNZFB. Ebraille101914 

Classics 
I capture the castle by Dodie Smith. This is the story of seventeen-year-old 
Cassandra and her eccentric family, who live in a ramshackle old English castle in 
the 1930s. Her journals candidly chronicle the great changes that take place within 
the castle walls, and her own first experiences with love. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. 
Ebraille101910 

General fiction 
The house at the edge of the world by Julia Rochester. Twins Morwenna and 
Corwin are eighteen when their father falls to his death near their home in Devon. 
While the twins flee in opposite directions to try to begin new lives, their mother 
seeks freedom from the family home that has oppressed her. But for all of them the 
connections are not so easy to break. Seventeen years after their father's death, 
when Corwin returns to the house again, he will force Morwenna to confront a 
terrifying truth from the past. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. Ebraille101915 

The tenth circle by Jodi Picoult. Comic book artist Daniel Stone never for a 
moment suspected that the same boy his fourteen-year-old daughter loved might 
inflict upon her the worst possible harm. Could the young man, who once made her 
face fill with light when he came to the door, be guilty of rape? Daniel, a man with a 
past he has hidden even from his family, ventures to hell and back in order to protect 
his daughter. Contains violent and sexual content. Embossed upon request. 1 f. 
UEB. Seeing Ear. Ebraille101916 

Mystery and detective 
Gently does it by Alan Hunter. The last thing you need when you're on holiday is to 
become involved in a murder. For most people, that would easily qualify as the 
holiday from hell. For George Gently, it is a case of business as usual. The Chief 



Inspector's quiet Easter break in Norchester is rudely interrupted when a local timber 
merchant is found dead. Police procedural. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. Ebraille101917 

Short stories 
Hieroglyphics and other stories by Anne Donovan. This collection of stories 
gives voice to a variety of different characters: from the little girl who wants to look 
"subtle" for her father's funeral, a child who has an email pen pal on Jupiter, and an 
old lady who becomes a star through "zimmerobics." The author frequently writes in 
a vibrant Glaswegian vernacular. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. Ebraille101933 

The family 
A spool of blue thread by Anne Tyler. Abby Whitshank fell in love with Red one 
day in July 1959. The whole family—their two daughters and two sons, and their 
grandchildren—is on the porch, listening contentedly as Abby tells the tale they have 
heard so many times before. And yet this gathering is different too: Abby and Red 
are growing older, and decisions must be made about how best to look after them, 
and the fate of the house so lovingly built by Red's father. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. 
Ebraille101913 

Thrillers 
61 hours by Lee Child. Reacher finds himself in Bolton, South Dakota, when the 
tour bus he is on skids off the road and crashes. A highly sophisticated 
methamphetamine lab run by a vicious Mexican drug cartel has begun operating 
outside this town at an abandoned military facility. The helpless local cops enlist 
Reacher's assistance. Series: Jack Reacher, book 14. Sequel to: Gone tomorrow, 
54549 1 f. UEB. VisAbility. Ebraille101912 

Inferno by Dan Brown. In the heart of Italy, Harvard professor of symbology Robert 
Langdon is drawn into a harrowing world centred on one of history's most enduring 
and mysterious literary masterpieces—Dante's Inferno. Against the backdrop of 
classic art, secret passageways and futuristic science Langdon battles a chilling 
adversary and grapples with an ingenious riddle. 1 f. UEB. Seeing Ear. 
Ebraille97804 

War stories 
Girl at war by Sara Nović. When her happy life in 1991 Croatia is shattered by civil 
war, ten-year-old Ana Jurić is embroiled in a world of guerrilla warfare and child 
soldiers before making a daring escape to America, where years later she struggles 
to hide her past. 1 f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille93666 



Young adult collection 
Does my head look big in this? by Randa Abdel-Fattah. Amal Abdel-Hakim, a 
sixteen-year old Australian-Palestinian-Muslim, is still getting to grips with her 
various identity hyphens. An account of her struggles to be cool as a teenager with a 
veil on her head. Her friends support me, although they've got a few troubles of their 
own. 11-17 years. Available in Daisy audio96318 

Songman by Allan Baillie. Set in Northern Australia, before the time of Captain 
Cook, this adventure story is an account of contrasting lifestyles and cultures. 
Yukuwa's village is attacked and he is taken across perilous seas to an island where 
the civilisations of East and West clash. When he finally goes back to his village, he 
returns a Songman. Available in Daisy audio88427 

Dinosaur knights by Michael Gerard Bauer. When a scientist attempts to bring a 
dinosaur through time, it becomes stranded in the Middle Ages. Here it crosses the 
path of two young boys and changes their lives forever. Roland dreams of being a 
knight while Oswald imagines a future as a physician. Neither boy expected to face a 
dragon. Available in Daisy audio88386 

The selection by Kiera Cass. The selection; book 01. Sixteen-year-old America 
Singer is living in the caste-divided nation of Illéa, which formed after the war that 
destroyed the United States. America is chosen to compete in the Selection—a 
contest to see which girl can win the heart of Illéa's prince. But all she really wants is 
a chance for a future with her secret love, Aspen, who is a caste below her. Available 
in Daisy audio87887 

A new darkness by Joseph Delaney. Starblade chronicles; book 01. Girls are 
dying in mysterious circumstances—found dead in their beds, covered in blood, with 
a look of pure horror on their faces. Worse still, their ghosts are left to walk the earth. 
Thomas Ward is the local spook. It's his job to protect the county but this is no 
ordinary haunting. And while his youth causes many people to distrust him, Jenny is 
determined to be his apprentice. 11-17 years. Available in Daisy audio96069 

Junior collection 
The number 7 shirt by Alan Gibbons. The story of a boy's journey to becoming a 
professional footballer. Will the advice of 5 of Manchester United's greats help him 
achieve his dream? A must for football fans everywhere. Jimmy has always dreamed 
of becoming a pro footballer and gets one step closer when he's invited to go for a 
trial for the Man U Academy! Available in Daisy audio95364, Braille95505, 
Ebraille95506 and Etext95507 

Are you there God? It's me, Margaret by Judy Blume. Life isn't easy for Margaret. 
She's moved away from her childhood home, she's starting a new school, and 



finding new friends. And she's convinced she's not normal. For a start she hasn't got 
a clue whether she wants to be Jewish like her father or Christian like her mother. 
Available in Daisy audio86399 and Etext78696 

Dirty beasts by Roald Dahl. A collection of poems about a ghastly bunch of 
animals doing all sorts of unmentionable things. Available in Daisy audio93239 and 
Braille29203 

The white guinea-pig by Ursula Dubosarsky. When Geraldine is entrusted with 
the care of her friend's white guinea pig, Alberta, and when that guinea pig 
mysteriously disappears, it is the beginning of Geraldine's growing up, and 
everything in her life changes. Available in Daisy audio86812 

Theodore Boone: kid lawyer by John Grisham. Theodore Boone; book 01. Has 
sequel: Theodore Boone: the abduction: 92382. With two attorneys for parents, 
thirteen-year-old Theodore Boone knows more about the law than most lawyers do. 
When a high profile murder trial comes to his small town, Theo gets pulled into it. It's 
up to this amateur attorney to save the day. Available in Daisy audio77848 and 
Large print70304 

Contact details 
Blind Foundation Library 
Postal Address: 

Library 
Blind Foundation 
Private Bag 99941 
Newmarket, Auckland 1149 

Street Address: 

Awhina House 
4 Maunsell Road 
Parnell, Auckland 1052 

Phone during working hours: 0800-24-33-33 (Toll free) 

Email: library@blindfoundation.org.nz 

Fax: 0800-24-33-34 (Toll free) 

Blind Foundation Library—Youth 
Homai Campus 
Blind & Low Vision Education Network NZ 

mailto:library@blindfoundation.org.nz


Private Bag 801 
Manurewa, Auckland 2243 

Email: youthlibrary@blindfoundation.org.nz 

Phone during working hours: 0800-24-33-33 (Toll free) or 268-3215 (Auckland 
callers) 

Fax: 09-268-3216 

Library Newsline on the Telephone Information 
Service (TIS) 
Free calling areas: 

Whangarei: 929-9099 

Auckland: 302-3344 

Hamilton: 834-2288 

Tauranga: 929-6199 

Napier-Hastings: 835-9136 

Gisborne: 929-1033 

Palmerston North: 354-8316 

Wanganui: 348-4403 

New Plymouth: 929-3088 

Wellington: 389-3858 

Nelson: 929-5033 

Christchurch: 355-8381 

Timaru: 688-6921 

Oamaru: 433-1026 

Dunedin: 455-8833 

Balclutha: 418-3332 

Gore: 203-3001 

Invercargill: 218-6470 

All other areas: 0800-36-33-44 (Toll free) 

mailto:youthlibrary@blindfoundation.org.nz


Sound and Touch is available in print, DAISY audio CD, email, braille or on TIS176. 
To change your format or cancel, please contact the Library. To receive Sound and 
Touch by email, send an email to library@blindfoundation.org.nz 

End of Sound and Touch June 2018 
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