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Blind Foundation skill on Amazon Alexa 
You can now read audio books and magazines from the Blind Foundation with your 
Alexa, using the Blind Foundation skill. Just ask Alexa to find a book or magazine, 
and you can listen to the audio directly online. You can search by author, title, or just 
ask for a random book to start reading. 

Skill requirements 
To get started with your Amazon Alexa, you will need: 



• Stable access to a Wi-Fi (wireless Internet) network, with a user name and 
password; 

• An Internet connected device (PC, laptop, or smart phone) to configure and 
manage your Alexa device on your home network; 

• An Amazon user account, configured with your personal e-mail address; 
• An Amazon Alexa smart speaker, such as an Echo, Dot, etc. 

Blind Foundation clients and New Zealand citizens/residents with a print disability 
are eligible to use the Blind Foundation skill. For more information call the library on 
0800 24 33 33. 

To register an Amazon account, you need to be aged 18 or over, and have access to 
your own e-mail account. Within New Zealand, it's preferable to create your Amazon 
account on www.amazon.com.au. This will ensure better localization when you set 
up your Alexa, so that you can use it more effectively with other skills besides the 
Blind Foundation. 

DAISY Direct and Amazon Alexa training 
update 
The library team is now arranging visits around the country before Christmas to all 
our Blind Foundation offices to provide each office with a DAISY Direct device and 
Alexa device. We will also be demonstrating to the staff in the offices how they work. 
We are also currently engaging Library volunteers around the country to help set up 
Alexa and DAISY Direct in client's homes and train clients in how to use them. If you 
are interested in being a Library volunteer for DAISY Direct or Alexa please phone 
the Library on 0800 24 33 33. 

Update on Marrakesh Treaty 
In New Zealand the Copyright (Marrakesh Treaty Implementation) Amendment Bill 
has been introduced to Parliament and referred to the Economic Development, 
Science and Innovation Select Committee (EDSI). 

A copy of the Bill as introduced can be found at www.legislation.govt.nz and entering 
Marrakesh in the search box. 

In the USA they have now deposited their Treaty Articles in accordance with the UN 
Convention on the law of Treaties, Article 16. Doing so establishes the consent of a 
State to be bound by a treaty. It now will take three months for the Marrakesh Treaty 
to come into effect in the USA. Europe is on a similar timeline. 

http://www.amazon.com.au/
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/


BookLink compatibility with iOS 12.0 
The issue in the BookLink app for Apple devices following the iOS 12.0 update at the 
end of September is not yet resolved. 

This software update can potentially cause visual display issues in the BookLink app 
v2.4. So far, this behaviour has been inconsistent, but you may find some text on the 
screen is blacked out when buttons are expanded. VoiceOver is still able to read and 
interact with all text on the page, even where there are visual disturbances. 

If you are not using VoiceOver with BookLink on your Apple device, we recommend 
delaying the software update to your operating system beyond version 11.4, until this 
issue is resolved. We are currently working on it, but unfortunately do not have a 
timeframe for resolution at this stage. If you have already upgraded to iOS 12.0, you 
can still use Booklink Web successfully in a mobile browser, to download or stream 
audio content from the Library collections. 

Notes from DAISY Consortium board 
meeting 
The DAISY Consortium board meeting was held earlier this month in London, The 
DAISY (Digital Accessible Information System) Consortium is a global consortium of 
organisations with the common vision of providing all people with equal access to 
information and knowledge regardless of disability. Our mission is to develop global 
solutions for accessible publishing and reading, in partnership with civil society, 
publishing and technology industries, standards bodies and governments. 

Through the DAISY Consortium, I (Geraldine Lewis) have: 

• Taken the lead in a project with CNIB (Canada) and NLB (Norway) to 
establish working groups from Blindness Agencies worldwide, to develop and 
share technical experience creating EPUB format material. 

• Started a campaign in conjunction with our Blind Foundation policy team and 
other stakeholders for all New Zealand publications to be in EPUB format, 
which is a "born accessible" format. If all school materials and other published 
material were created in EPUB, then New Zealanders with a print disability 
would have access to all material published in New Zealand without the need 
to convert it to an accessible format. Our strategy is: 

1. Advocating for all school materials to be produced in EPUB. 

2. Advocating for all books published in New Zealand to be in the EPUB format. 

3. Liaising with BLENNZ and MOE to have EPUB 3 endorsed as the format of 
choice. Obtaining Government backing to have a legal requirement added that 
publications are created in EPUB. 



David Lepofsky's speech on accessibility 
legislation for New Zealand 
Access Alliance is campaigning for the introduction of an Accessibility for New 
Zealanders Act. Access Alliance is a group of Disabled People's Organisations, 
Disability Service Providers, and Disability Advocacy Organisations. The Access 
Alliance proposes that the New Zealand Government introduce legislation to ensure 
people with disabilities can fully participate in their communities and ensure the New 
Zealand economy and society can benefit from disabled people's contributions. 

On Tuesday 13 November, Access Matters advocates gathered at Awhina House to 
learn about the experience of creating accessibility law in Canada. David Lepofsky, 
leading Canadian disability rights lawyer, activist and advocate who has advised on 
accessibility legislation for over 25 years, addressed the meeting as the Blind 
Foundation's international guest and as a strategy advisor to the Access Alliance. 
David shared his experience and challenged the audience to be bold and ask the 
Government as frequently as possible, to "just say yes!" and commit as quickly as 
possible to introducing accessibility legislation for New Zealand. 

If you are interested in learning more or becoming involved in this campaign please 
visit the Access Alliance webpage at accessalliance.org.nz or contact the Blind 
Foundation at 0800 24 33 33. 

Christmas closing dates 
The last dispatch day for library books to be sent in the mail will be on Wednesday 
19 December 2018. To ensure you have enough books for the Christmas break 
please have your requests in by Friday 14 December 2018. The magazine studio will 
be closed during the Christmas break with the last magazines recorded on Friday 21 
December 2018. Full library and studio service will resume on Monday 7 January 
2019. 

On behalf of the Library and Accessible Format Services staff, we wish you a very 
happy Christmas, and look forward to providing you with great reading material in 
2019. 

Thank you 2degrees 
The Library would like to thank 2degrees for their ongoing support to our library 
service. Our Daisy Direct content delivery service delivers DAISY audio directly to a 
dedicated mobile device for use with a DAISY player. The service runs on the 
2degrees mobile network, so it does not require an Internet connection. 2degrees 
are providing our clients with free mobile data to receive books through this service. 

http://accessalliance.org.nz/


In addition to this, 2degrees staff have been volunteering in our office over the past 
couple of months manually setting up DAISY Direct devices. This has been an 
outstanding effort with over thirty staff attending for two-hour sessions on two 
occasions each. This has enabled us to get DAISY Direct up and running very 
quickly and we cannot thank them enough! 

Many thanks to our generous sponsors 
We would like to express our appreciation to the following sponsors who gave 
generously towards the production of talking books for the Library since the previous 
issue of Sound and Touch. These funds have helped to make print material 
accessible to people who are blind or have low vision. Without their support, it would 
not be possible to add more new titles to our Library. 

Many thanks to the following sponsors: 

LIP Skellerup Library Trust for Thorn by S.C. Green. 

Dianne Hughes and Jenny Walters for Islands of the Gulf by Shirley Maddock and 
Don Whyte. This book is proudly sponsored in memory of Marie and Leslie 
McGehan, parents of Dianne and Jenny. 

Dianne Hughes and Jenny Walters for The children's pond by Tina Shaw. This 
book is proudly sponsored in memory of Marie and Leslie McGehan, parents of 
Dianne and Jenny. 

New World Pioneer, Palmerston North for The tuatara and the skink by Yvonne 
Morrison. 

Upper Hutt Community Committee for Billy bird by Emma Neale. 

Jack and Netta Shortt Memorial Trust for Into the white: Scott's Antarctic odyssey 
by Joanna Grochowicz. 

Gordon Roberts for Mustang ride: the adventures of the Wilson sisters in the 
American West by Kelly Wilson. 

Gordon Roberts for The years before my death: memories of a comic life by 
David McPhail. 

Gordon Roberts for Tamanui: the brave kokako of Taranaki by Rebecca Beyer 
and Linley Wellington. 

Gordon Roberts for How Maui found his father and the magic jawbone by Peter 
Gossage. 

Gordon Roberts for Bruce wants to go faster by Dreydon Sobanja. 

Gordon Roberts for Slinky Malinki catflaps by Lynley Dodd. 



McCarthy & Associates for The sheep stell: memoirs of a shepherd by Janet 
White. 

The Library would also like to acknowledge the following Trusts for their 
support that provides DAISY Direct in their communities: 

West Coast Community Trust for West Coast 

Gordon Roberts Community Trust for Tauranga 

The Library would also like to acknowledge the following Trusts for their 
generous contributions towards talking books: 

Constellation Communities Trust 

Redwood Trust 

Kingston Sedgfield Charitable Trust 

Oxford Sports Trust 

Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust. 

New DAISY audio 
This issue contains DAISY audio books added to the collection since the last issue of 
Sound and Touch in September 2018. 

Abbreviations: 

AVH: Association Valentin-Haüy 

BA: Blackstone Audio Inc. 

CD: DAISY audio CD ordering number 

CNIB: (formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

MTM: Swedish Agency for Accessible Media 

RNIB: Royal National Institute of Blind People 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

SALB: South African Library for the Blind 

Ulv: Ulverscroft 

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service 



Adult non-fiction 

Adventure 
When the wind blows: extraordinary adventures with a deadly twist by Maggi 
Ansell. Robin and Maggi unexpectedly buy a newly confiscated drug boat in the 
Cayman Islands. Months of hard work, fun and mishaps follow while they refurbish 
the yacht, Orca, and undertake a Pacific Ocean crossing. After sailing to Australia, 
they begin the trip back to Canada when they are overtaken by an unforeseen 
cyclone. Read by Trudy Magas in 10 hours, 14 minutes. CNIB. CD112323 

Autobiography (General) 
The reason you walk: a memoir by Wab Kinew. When his father was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer, the author—Winnipeg broadcaster, academic and musician—
spent a year reconnecting with the accomplished but distant aboriginal man who had 
raised him. This memoir is an account of that year. As the author revisits his own 
childhood in Winnipeg and on a reserve in Northern Ontario, he learns more about 
his father's traumatic childhood at residential school. Read by Ken Luginbuhl in 8 
hours, 41 minutes. CNIB. CD117985 

Crime and the law 
The clash of law and justice in New Zealand by Harry C. Midgley II. This book is 
in two parts. The first part explores how justice and law can and often do clash, and 
how justice and morality are often a casualty of our legal system. The second part 
consists of the author's memoirs, which cover his values, and family life. It includes 
the impact on him of the Spanish Civil war and recounts his forays into politics and 
journalism. Read by Bruce Hopkins in 5 hours, 10 minutes. RNZFB. CD102854 

Food and beverages 
Mangoes and curry leaves: culinary travels through the great subcontinent by 
Jeffrey Alford. From Sri Lanka to Pakistan, from the Himalayan foothills of Nepal 
and northern India to the lushness of Bangladesh and southern India, Jeffrey and 
Naomi explore the subcontinent and its cuisines. Mountain Dal with Bhutanese Red 
Rice makes a perfect last-minute weeknight supper, while Cashew-Coconut 
Meatballs, Goan Fish with Green Chutney, Banana Pachadi, and Bean Sprout Salad 
make a dazzling yet easy-to-prepare feast for a dinner party. Read by Anita Captain 
in 16 hours, 45 minutes. CNIB. CD108435 

General biography 
The sheep stell: memoirs of a shepherd by Janet White. A memoir and nature 
writing, this book is an account of the author's life as a shepherdess—first as a 



young woman in the Cheviot Hills, and then on an uninhabited island off the coast of 
New Zealand with a bonfire as her only means of communication with the mainland 
and only her flock of 200 sheep for company. A story of devotion to the land and her 
total commitment to combining the principles of conservation with successful 
farming. Read by Cheryl Lawton in 8 hours, 13 minutes. RNZFB. CD102213 

General non-fiction 
Unholy trinity: the Vatican, the Nazis, and the Swiss banks by Mark Aarons and 
John Loftus. After World War II had ended, fearing a surge of Soviet growth, the 
Papacy entered into an espionage alliance with British and American intelligence 
agents. Subsuming justice to the nascent Cold War ideology, these three powers 
ferreted Nazi criminals out of Europe so that they could be used in the supposedly 
greater fight against Communism. The Vatican's Nazi smuggling network was 
penetrated by Prince Anton Turkul, the Soviet double agent who turned the 
operations into a sting for his masters in the Kremlin. Long book. Read by Jane 
Sigen in 22 hours, 25 minutes. CNIB. CD118311 

Medical (biography) 
The man who learned to walk three times: a memoir by Peter Kavanagh. The 
author was just an infant when he was diagnosed with paralytic polio and suffered 
permanent paralysis in part of his left leg. As a child, Kavanagh endured painful 
medical procedures, and experimental exercise techniques, spending his youth in a 
leg brace and special footwear. His first lesson in walking was how to move while 
wearing such equipment. He developed a very successful career in public 
broadcasting, built a family, and indulged his love of music and travel. Read by 
Bruce Roney in 7 hours, 3 minutes. CNIB. CD117837 

Nature and animals 
The beauty of the beastly: new views on the nature of life by Natalie Angier. A 
Pulitzer Prize-winning science writer for the New York Times offers her essays on 
the beauty of organisms usually considered beastly, and the beastliness behind 
conventional icons of beauty in the natural world. Admitting she "anthropomorphises 
shamelessly," she humorously discusses commonalities that humans share with 
other species. Some descriptions of violence. Read by Taina Makinen in 9 hours, 40 
minutes. CNIB. CD108197 

Dogs and underdogs by Elizabeth Abbott. From the soulless concrete corridors of 
an American prison to the halls of a Canadian hospital to life among the ruins in 
post-war Serbia, the author meets people whose lives are changed forever by a 
wagging tail and a pair of soulful eyes—and dogs who find a new lease on life with 
devoted human companions. Sharing stories of rescuing dogs in need of shelter, 



friendship, and love, the author digs down into the deepest roots of the human–
animal bond. Read by Joan Bell in 10 hours, 38 minutes. CNIB. CD117790 

New Zealand (Biography) 
Astride a fierce wind by Huberta Hellendoorn. The story of the life of the author 
as an immigrant and what it means to leave one home behind and cross the world to 
find another. An account that celebrates the Dutch way of life, as well as that of the 
author's adopted home, Dunedin. Read by Marguerite Vanderkolk in 9 hours, 2 
minutes. RNZFB. CD102680 

Politics (Biography) 
Off our rockers and into trouble: the Raging Grannies by Alison Acker and 
Betty Brightwell. When the Raging Grannies began in 1987 in Victoria, British 
Columbia, they did not plan to start a worldwide movement; they just wanted to 
protest. Armed with catchy songs and outrageous hats, the Grannies have raged 
about such issues as nuclear-armed ships and the environment, challenging every 
level of government. Their story tells of creative older women who, while winning a 
battle or two along the way, are now seen as role models by younger generations. 
Some violence and some strong language. Read by Kathy Stinson in 8 hours, 41 
minutes. CNIB. CD114648 

Royal families (Biography) 
William and Kate: a royal love story by Christopher Andersen. Prince William 
and Kate Middleton defied all odds to forge a storybook romance amid the scandals, 
power struggles, tragedies, and general dysfunction that are the hallmarks of 
Britain's Royal Family. Explicit strong language, descriptions of sex and some 
descriptions of violence. Read by Charmaine Woods in 10 hours, 50 minutes. CNIB. 
CD114529 

Science and technology 
The juggler's children: a journey into family, legend and the genes that bind us 
by Carolyn Abraham. Explores the stunning power and ethical pitfalls of using 
genetic tests to answer questions of genealogy, by cracking the genome of her own 
family. Armed with DNA kits, the author criss-crosses the globe, taking cells from 
relatives and strangers, a genetic journey that turns up far more than she bargained 
for—ugly truths and moral quandaries. With lively writing and a compelling personal 
narrative, the author tackles profound questions around the genetics of identity, race 
and humanity. Read by Mary Delaney in 13 hours, 53 minutes. CNIB. CD116126 



Sport 
The team that changed rugby forever: the 1967 All Blacks by Alex McKay. This 
book is about the remarkable story of events leading up to the 1967 All Blacks World 
tour, the historic series of 17-match wins, and how rugby in New Zealand has been 
transformed since then. Read by Bruce Hopkins in 9 hours, 39 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD99136 

Social sciences 
The history of marriage by Elizabeth Abbott. An exploration of how marriage 
developed, and how it is likely to look in the future. Real-life experiences are 
presented in their wider historical context. What were a couple's alternatives to 
staying together? How long was the average marriage until death ended it? What 
were the differences between the experiences of wealthier and poorer spouses? The 
author puts a human face on marriage as she explores its nature in the context of 
love, sex, loyalty, childrearing, shared finances, and social recognition. Some 
descriptions of sex. Long book. Read by Mai Kirch in 23 hours, 14 minutes. CNIB. 
CD114064 

Supernatural 
Ghosts among us: true stories of spirit encounters by Leslie Rule. First-hand 
accounts of eerie visitations and paranormal experiences, based on interviews with 
psychics, parapsychologists, historians, and witnesses as well as extensive archival 
research. Includes reports of hauntings of amusement parks, hotels, and private 
houses by human and animal spirits. Read by Mary Kane in 6 hours, 24 minutes. 
NLS. CD102416 

World history and travel 
Three weeks with my brother by Nicholas Sparks. A memoir chronicling the 
around-the-world adventure of author Nicholas Sparks and his brother, Micah, in 
2003. Leaving wives and families at home, the brothers journeyed to Machu Picchu, 
Peru; India; and the Australian outback, remarking on milestones in their lives, 
childhood remembrances, and truths about loss and hope. Read by George 
Thompson in 10 hours, 33 minutes. CNIB. CD107623 

World religions 
An introduction to Buddhism: teachings, history, and practices by Peter 
Harvey. In this introduction to the 2,500-year history of Buddhism, the author 
describes its development from origins in India, its expansion throughout Asia, and 
its introduction into Europe and America. He discusses the practices of ethics, 
devotion, monasticism, and meditation, pointing out the diversity within Buddhist 



traditions as well as the beliefs and rites common throughout the Buddhist world. 
Read by Ed Blake in 15 hours, 49 minutes. NLS. CD119816 

Autobiography of a yogi by Paramahansa Yogananda. The author describes his 
experiences with modern-day saints and illumined masters of India, and presents a 
definitive introduction to the whole science and philosophy of Yoga. Read by Donna 
Brookbanks in 22 hours, 12 minutes. RNZFB. CD102124 

Adult fiction 

Christian fiction 
Last light by Terri Blackstock. A cataclysmic event leaves the world without 
electricity and cripples communication. Wealthy Birmingham, Alabama, stockbroker 
Doug Branning and his family, believing the event to be a message from God, cope 
with the disaster by reaching out to their neighbours—one of whom turns out to be a 
killer. Series: Restoration, book 1. Read by Kristin Allison in 9 hours, 59 minutes. 
NLS. CD119815 

Crime fiction 
Phantom by Jo Nesbo. Summer. A boy is lying on the floor of an Oslo apartment. 
He is bleeding to death. Outside, the church bells toll, and he begins to tell his story. 
Autumn. Former police inspector Harry Hole returns to Oslo after three years away. 
He seeks out his old boss at Police Headquarters to request permission to 
investigate a homicide. However, the case is already closed: the young junkie was 
shot dead by a fellow addict. While Harry tries to uncover the truth, the murdered boy 
continues his tale. A man walks the dark streets of Oslo. The streets are his and he 
has always been there. He is a phantom. Series: Harry Hole, book 7. Sequel to: The 
redeemer, 82136. Read by Sean Barrett in 15 hours, 4 minutes. Ulverscroft. 
CD119703 

Police by Jo Nesbo. A killer is stalking Oslo's streets. Police officers are being slain 
at the scenes of crimes they once investigated but failed to solve. For years, 
detective Harry Hole has been at the centre of every major criminal investigation in 
Oslo. His dedication to the job and his brilliant insights have saved the lives of 
countless people. Now, with those he loves most facing terrible danger, Harry is not 
in a position to protect anyone—least of all himself. Series: Harry Hole, book 10. 
Sequel to: Phantom, 119703. Has sequel: The thirst, 97730. Read by Sean Barrett in 
17 hours, 14 minutes. Ulverscroft. CD119706 

Erotic literature 
Cassandra's conflict by Fredrica Alleyn. Behind a facade of cultured respectability 
lies a world of decadent indulgence and dark eroticism. Cassandra's sheltered life is 



transformed when she becomes governess to the Baron's children. He draws her 
into games where lust can feed on the erotic charge of submission—games where 
only he knows the rules and where unusual pleasures can flourish. Has sequel: 
Cassandra's chateau, 115647. Includes sex, strong language and violence. Read by 
Ann Saunders in 9 hours, 47 minutes. CNIB. CD115648 

Fantasy 
Under a velvet cloak by Piers Anthony. Apprenticed to Morely the Seer, Kerena 
learns magic and passion, but when Morely disappears, Kerena resorts to 
prostitution until she becomes Morgan Le Fey's servant. On a mission for Morgan, 
Kerena finds love. Explicit descriptions of sex and some descriptions of violence. 
Series: Incarnations of immortality, book 8. Read by Jennifer Alexopoulos in 10 
hours, 22 minutes. CNIB. CD113900 

General fiction 
The bone cage by Angie Abdou. Digger, a wrestler, and Sadie, a speed swimmer, 
stand on the verge of winning a gold medal at the Olympics. Both are nearing the 
end of their athletic careers, and are forced to confront the question: what happens 
to athletes when their bodies are too old and injured to compete? Their relationship 
is tested in the months leading up to the Olympics, which they know will be the 
realisation or the end of a life's dream. Some descriptions of sex and some strong 
language. Read by Pat Dorey in 8 hours, 52 minutes. CNIB. CD114179 

Gabriela, clove and cinnamon by Jorge Amado. In the 1920s, beautiful, childlike 
Gabriela comes from impoverished back lands to a cacao-growing region of Brazil 
and falls in love with an Arab. First, she becomes the cook in his cafe, then his 
mistress, then—reluctantly—his wife. Some descriptions of sex. Read by Kathy Nau 
in 16 hours, 55 minutes. CNIB. CD114809 

House of meetings by Martin Amis. An unnamed former prisoner returns to a 
Siberian gulag decades later as a wealthy, elderly tourist. In a memoir to his 
American stepdaughter, he recalls the love triangle between himself, his brother Lev, 
and his brother's Jewish wife Zoya. Some descriptions of sex and violence, some 
strong language. Read by Simon Curwen in 6 hours, 30 minutes. CNIB. CD112240 

Historical novels 
An assembly such as this: a novel of Fitzwilliam Darcy, gentleman by Pamela 
Aidan. A retelling of "Pride and Prejudice" through the eyes of Fitzwilliam Darcy, as 
he visits Netherfield with his good friend Charles Bingley and his sisters. Darcy has 
escaped many marriage-minded mothers and their daughters, which is why he 
initially disdains the Bennett family. Once he gets to know Elizabeth, however, he 
realises his mistake, but his attempts to apologise to her only make him act even 



more awkwardly in her presence. Series: Fitzwilliam Darcy, gentleman, book 1. Has 
sequel: Duty and desire, 111663. Read by Ann Saunders in 9 hours 21 minutes. 
CNIB. CD110710 

Horror and supernatural 
Gethsemane Hall by David Annandale. The sceptics think they know what is going 
on at Gethsemane Hall. So do the religious. So do the spiritualists. They are all 
wrong. Richard Gray, grieving over the loss of his wife and daughter, learns that his 
ancestral home holds the secret of what lies beyond the grave. All of a sudden, 
everybody wants a piece of Gethsemane Hall. Read by Dana Hopkins in 9 hours, 58 
minutes. CNIB. CD116125 

Modern women's fiction 
Kicking fifty by Lisa Appignanesi. It is hard enough being a singleton at thirty, but 
try being one at fifty, with a demented mum at one end and a difficult teenage 
daughter at the other. Jude, a divorced bookshop owner, gets what she wishes for—
a lover, albeit one half her age. With her daughter and her ex up in arms, Jude relies 
on her sense of humour and letter writing to see her through. Some descriptions of 
sex. Read by Roslyn Herst in 9 hours, 14 minutes. CNIB. CD113344 

Ugly ways by Tina McElroy Ansa. Three grown sisters return home for the funeral 
of their mother, Mudear. As the sisters reminisce, they discuss their own lives and 
fears, realising how deeply they were affected by their mother's remoteness. In the 
process, each daughter comes to grips with her relationship to Mudear. Strong 
language. Read by Camille McCurty Ali in 9 hours, 22 minutes. CNIB. CD116704 

Mystery and detective 
State secrets by Quintin Jardine. Former Chief Constable Bob Skinner is long out 
of the police force but trouble has a habit of following him around. Therefore, it is that 
he finds himself in the Palace of Westminster as a shocking act befalls the nation. 
Hours before the Prime Minster is due to make a controversial statement, she is 
discovered in her office with a letter opener driven through her skull. Skinner is 
swiftly enlisted by the Security Service to lead the investigation. Reunited with Met 
Police Commander Neil McIlhenney, he has 48 hours to crack the case. Whodunit. 
Series: Bob Skinner, book 28. Sequel to: Game over, 102286. Has sequel: A brush 
with death, 12287. Read by James Bryce in 12 hours, 35 minutes. Ulverscroft. 
CD119705 

Quietly in their sleep by Donna Leon. Commissario Guido Brunetti is kicking his 
heels, pondering the recent lack of crime in Venice, when a beautiful young woman 
appears at his office door. Now calling herself Maria Testa, his visitor is more familiar 
to Brunetti as Suor' Immacolata, the nun who once cared for his mother at the Casa 



di Cura in Dolo. However, Maria has recently left her convent following the 
unexpected death of five patients and has stumbled onto something very sinister. 
Whodunit. Series: Commissario Guido Brunetti, book 6. Read by Janette Pryor in 8 
hours, 18 minutes. VisAbility. CD119537 

T is for trespass by Sue Grafton. When her elderly neighbour Gus has an 
accident, Kinsey Millhone is relieved when his niece organises a nurse for him. A 
background check on Solana Rojas does not turn up anything suspicious. However, 
Kinsey is not convinced, especially when Gus seems to be getting worse under his 
nurse's tender care. Kinsey must use unorthodox methods to step up her 
investigation. In addition, gets far more than she bargained for. Solana is not what 
she seems ... Private eye. Series: Kinsey Millhone, book 20. Sequel to: S is for 
silence, 79236. Read by Liza Ross in 12 hours, 51 minutes. Ulverscroft. CD119704 

NZ and Pacific novels 
All this by chance by Vincent O'Sullivan. Esther's grandparents first meet at a 
church dance in London in 1947. Stephen, a shy young Kiwi, has left to practise 
pharmacy on the other side of the world. Eva has grown up English, with no memory 
of the Jewish family who sent their little girl to safety. When the couple emigrate, the 
peace they seek in New Zealand cannot overcome the past they have left behind. A 
multigenerational family saga about the legacy of the Holocaust and the burden of 
secrets never shared. Read by Wendy Karstens in 10 hours, 57 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD119557 

The cage by Lloyd Jones. Two mysterious strangers turn up at a hotel in a small 
country town. People are curious at first and want to know about them. Before long 
though, the wary hospitality shifts to suspicion and fear, and the care of the men 
slides into appalling cruelty. Read by John Callen in 7 hours, 24 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD102463 

This mortal boy by Fiona Kidman. Albert Black, known as the "jukebox killer," was 
only twenty when he was convicted of murdering in Auckland on 26 July 1955. His 
crime fuelled growing moral panic about teenagers, and he was to hang less than 
five months later, the second-to-last person to be executed in New Zealand. But 
what really happened? Was it a sign of juvenile delinquency? Alternatively, was this 
dark episode in our recent history more about our society's reaction to outsiders? 
Read by Wendy Karstens in 9 hours, 28 minutes. RNZFB. CD99798 

The necessary angel by C. K. Stead. Set against the backdrop of the political 
turmoil of 2014—ISIS, Syria and the threat of Brexit and peopled mainly by lecturers 
and students of the Sorbonne, this is a story about the machinations of various 
players as they position for power. Read by Janice Finn in 6 hours, 46 minutes. 
RNZFB. CD102214 



Scarlet and magenta by Lindsey Dawson. The 1880s. Building a raw Bay of 
Plenty town was hard enough without freethinking females upsetting local society. A 
novel that reveals the trials and pleasures of colonial life and explores the question 
of what lasts longest—blood ties or friendship. Read by Christina Cie in 10 hours, 53 
minutes. RNZFB. CD98102 

Poetry 
Homestruck and growing alone by Christine Hewton. A down-to-earth account of 
the author's life. After a challenging childhood in the King Country backblocks and 
minimal schooling, Tom Brough became a champion shearer, successful farmer—
turning unproductive country into a model farm—and noted hunter of pigs, deer and 
more exotic animals on several continents. Read by the author in 43 minutes. 
RNZFB. CD119570 

Tender machines by Emma Neale. The author explores the state of the human 
condition in the second decade of the 21st century, when a post-humanist future 
looms large and our machines seem to know more than we do. Read by Donna 
Brookbanks in 1 hour, 57 minutes. RNZFB. CD99142 

The truth garden: poems by Emma Neale. An award winning collection of poems. 
Poems in this book take risks because they need to; in the clamour of family life, 
they have required attention, collected thought and a spirited attitude. Read by 
Christina Cie in 1 hour, 38 minutes. RNZFB. CD99141 

Romance 
Fix you by Beck Anderson. When Kelly Reynolds' husband died, he left her to 
raise their two young boys. She has pieced herself back together, barely. Now she 
takes refuge in her routine: running her kids around and running the trails near her 
Idaho home. Two years after her husband's death, a chance encounter on a run 
brings Andrew into her life. However, Andrew is Andy Pettigrew, the famous actor. 
Kelly hates risk, and a love affair with someone like Andy is certainly tempting fate. 
Read by Barbara Lord in 8 hours, 12 minutes. CNIB. CD117402 

Lucky penny by Catherine Anderson. In this novel of the Old West, to support her 
orphaned niece, impoverished Brianna O'Keefe accepts work with a Colorado 
rancher. To guard herself from unwanted attention, she resorts to a harmless little 
lie: that she is married to a Denver gold miner named David Paxton. However, when 
her "husband" shows up, Brianna is stunned—not the least by her desire. Explicit 
descriptions of sex, descriptions of violence, and some strong language. Read by 
Mona Paul in 14 hours, 19 minutes. CNIB. CD115283 



Sea stories 
The Baltic gambit: an Alan Lewrie naval adventure by Dewey Lambdin. 1801. 
Captain Alan Lewrie, newly acquitted of slave stealing, takes command of the frigate 
Thermopylae and heads for the Baltic. Lewrie hosts a Russian peace delegation and 
joins the Battle of Copenhagen. Some violence, some strong language, and some 
explicit descriptions of sex. Series: Alan Lewrie naval adventure series, book 15. 
Sequel to: Troubled waters, 115123. Has sequel: King, ship, and sword, 114264. 
Read by Maggie Pettet in 15 hours, 54 minutes. CNIB. CD114752 

The family 
The hundred brothers by Donald Antrim. Ninety-nine of 100 brothers meet in the 
decaying library of their deceased father's estate to bury his ashes. Doug, the 
narrator and family genealogist, navigates the winding road of relations, as well as 
the labyrinthine stacks of the huge library, while old hostilities arise, cliques form and 
disintegrate with lightning speed, and everyone complains about the alarmingly long 
lines for the bar and buffet. Some strong language. Read by Jeremy Tomlinson in 5 
hours, 28 minutes. CNIB. CD112792 

The spawning grounds by Gail Anderson-Dargatz. An intimate family saga rooted 
in the Thompson-Shuswap region of British Columbia, and saturated with the history 
of the place. The story bridges Native American and white cultures across a bend in 
a river where the salmon run. Read by Louise Polika in 8 hours, 54 minutes. CNIB. 
CD118483 

Thrillers 
American blood by Ben Sanders. After a botched undercover operation, ex-NYPD 
officer Marshall Grade is living in witness protection in Santa Fe, New Mexico. A 
contract killer known as the Dallas Man has been hired to track him down. Racked 
with guilt, Marshall investigates the disappearance of a local woman named Alyce 
Ray. Members of a drug ring seem to hold clues to Ray's whereabouts. Word of 
Marshall's efforts spreads, and soon the worst elements of his former life, including 
the Dallas Man, are coming for him. Series: Marshall Grade, book 1. Has sequel: 
Marshall's law, 92319. Read by John Callen in 10 hours, 22 minutes. RNZFB. 
CD101932 

Victim without a face by Stefan Ahnhem. Criminal investigator Fabian Risk has 
left Stockholm with his family to start afresh in his hometown. He has planned a six-
week vacation before he starts a new job at the Homicide Department. However, 
after only a few hours in their new home, the body of one of Risk's former 
classmates is found with both hands missing. Soon the bodies of more old 
classmates are found. Can they find the murderer before the entire class is killed? 



Private eye. Series: Fabian Risk, book 1. Has sequel: The ninth grave, 118698. 
Read by Simon Curwen in 15 hours, 34 minutes. CNIB. CD118142 

War stories 
Line of fire by Andy McNabb. In exchange for his own safety, Nick Stone is 
charged with locating someone who does not want to be found. Unusually, he is not 
operating alone. Stone and his team find an excellent hacker, so good that her work 
might threaten the stability of the western world as we know it. These are dangerous 
waters and Stone is quickly in over his head. Series: Nick Stone, book 19. Sequel to: 
Cold blood, 99755. Read by Paul Thornley in 10 hours, 59 minutes. Ulverscroft. 
CD119702 

Junior collection 
Poppy Pym and the pharaoh's curse by Laura Wood 

Poppy Pym; book 01 

Poppy Pym has grown up in the circus, taming lions before lunch and learning 
acrobatics in the afternoon. However, when she turns eleven, her circus family 
decides she needs a more traditional education, and she is sent to boarding school. 
Then, an ancient Egyptian ruby arrives at school and dangerous accidents start 
occurring. Suddenly it is up to Poppy to save her new school and solve the mystery 
of the Pharaoh's curse. 0-10 years. 

Available in daisy audio 96274 and Playaway 98913. 

Blueback by Tim Winton 

Abel Jackson loves to dive. He is a natural in the water. He cannot remember a time 
when he could not use a mask and snorkel to glide down into the clear deep. Until 
the day he meets Blueback, the fish that changes his life. Blueback is about people 
learning from nature. 0-10 years. 

Available in daisy audio 96187 

The midnight panda by Holly Webb 

James does not like the dark. When the lights go out, strange shadows appear in his 
bedroom, and one of them looks a lot like a bear! However, when the shadow-bear 
turns into a big, gentle panda, James realizes that maybe the dark is not so bad after 
all. 

Available in braille 95628 and etext 97098 

The world's worst children by David Walliams 



Meet the World's Worst Children! Five beastly boys and five gruesome girls! Like 
Sofia Sofa—a TV super-fan so stuck to the sofa that she is turning into one! Or 
Dribbling Drew—a boy whose drool gets him into trouble on a school trip! And not 
forgetting Blubbering Bertha—a girl who bawls and tells terrible tales! And not to 
forget, Raj. 

Available in braille 95842 and etext 95844 

Why otters don't wear socks by Roger Stevens 

This new collection from Roger Stevens contains: rhymes; haikus; rude words; 
adjectives (assorted); made-up words (including Wham-wig); nonsense and a fat 
penguin called Pete. 0-10 years. 

Available in daisy audio 96346 

Young Adult Collection 
When dogs cry by Markus Zusak 

Wolfe Brothers; book 03 

Sequel to: Fighting Ruben Wolfe: 119318 

Cameron Wolfe is sick of being the filthy, torn, half-smiling, half-scowling underdog. 
He has finally met a girl, he has words in his spirit, and now he is out to prove there 
is nothing more beautiful than an underdog who is willing to stand up. 

Available in daisy audio 63654 

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon. 

Natasha believes in science and facts. Not fate or dreams that will never come true. 
She is definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York 
City street and falls in love with him. Daniel has always been the good son, living up 
to his parents' high expectations. Never the poet or the dreamer but something about 
Natasha makes him think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store-
for both of them. Years 11-17 

Available in Playaway 98912 

Wildboy: to the edge and back; more adventures through rugged, remote New 
Zealand by Brando Yelavich. 

An account of Brando's solo exploration of the Deep South. An adventure tale of grit 
and determination, practical survival guide and inspirational story about chasing your 
dreams. 

Available in daisy audio 98819 



Keeper by Mal Peet 

In an interview with a sportswriter just two days after winning the World Cup, South 
American soccer star El Gato (the Cat) describes his youth in the rain forest, where a 
mysterious mentor, the Keeper, taught him all of his game-playing strategies. 

Available in daisy audio 88875 

Catch me when you fall by Eileen Merriman 

Seventeen-year-old Alex Byrd is about to have the worst day of her life, and the best. 
A routine blood test that will reveal her leukaemia has returned, but she also meets 
Jamie Orange. 

Available in daisy audio 98422 

Guitar highway Rose by Brigid Lowry 

Rosie is restless. She wants a nose-ring, and more. She wants to do something, be 
someone, and be someone else. Asher is the new boy in her class. He has 
dreadlocks, a guitar and a bad case of the gypsy blues. Moreover, he just wants to 
get away. Sometimes we know we should not and that is exactly why we do. 11-17 
years. 

Available in daisy audio 96385 

Flush by Carl Hiaasen 

With their father jailed for sinking a riverboat, Noah and his younger sister, Abbey, 
must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge 
tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home. 

Available in Playaway 65588 

New braille and ebraille books 
This issue contains braille and ebraille books added to the collection since the last 
issue of Sound and Touch in September 2018. Adult braille books have a CD 
number as they are embossed upon request. Please contact us to enquire as to 
whether a particular title is available for embossing. 

Abbreviations: 

UEB: Unified English Braille code 

Ebraille: Electronic braille books held at Parnell Library 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

CNIB: (Formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 



SE: Seeing Ear 

f.: Computer file available for embossing 

v.: volume(s) 

The following braille books are contracted, single-spaced and double sided. 

Adult non-fiction 

Autobiography (General) 
The reason you walk: a memoir by Wab Kinew. When his father was given a 
diagnosis of terminal cancer, the Winnipeg broadcaster, academic and musician 
decided to spend a year reconnecting with the accomplished but distant Native 
American man who had raised him. This memoir chronicles painful moments in the 
past and celebrating renewed hopes and dreams for the future. As the author revisits 
his own childhood in Winnipeg and on a reserve in Northern Ontario, he learns more 
about his father's traumatic childhood at residential school. 1 f. UEB. CNIB. 
Ebraille119930 

Medical (biography) 
The man who learned to walk three times: a memoir by Peter Kavanagh. The 
author was diagnosed with paralytic polio as an infant, and suffered permanent 
paralysis in part of his left leg. As a child, he endured painful medical procedures, 
and experimental exercise techniques, spending his youth in a leg brace and special 
footwear. His first lesson in walking was how to move while wearing such equipment. 
He developed a very successful career in public broadcasting, built a family, and 
indulged his love of music and travel. 1 f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille119938 

Self-help 
Overcoming traumatic stress by Claudia Herbert. Traumatic stress responses are 
psychological conditions that result from a person's coping mechanisms having been 
completely overwhelmed by a terrible experience. Sufferers may feel that they are 
losing their sanity, and become even more isolated. To overcome the effects of 
trauma it is necessary to change those reactions and begin to see events in a 
different light. The author demonstrates how to find new, effective ways of coping 
with, and finally overcoming traumatic stress. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille119937 



Adult fiction 

General fiction 
Back to Moscow by Guillermo Erades. Late 1990s. Doctoral student Martin has 
not written a word of his thesis on Russian literature—he and his friends cannot 
resist the attractions of the city. Martin finds himself torn between opposing 
sensibilities: on the one hand, the beautiful Lena, and her insistence on the 
Mysterious Russian Soul; on the other, his research supervisor Lyudmila, trapped in 
the long shadow of a Soviet past. Martin's restless explorations take him to darker 
and unexpected places, places tinged with a sense of impending tragedy. 1 f. UEB. 
SE. Ebraille119931 

Passing on by Penelope Lively. Helen and Edward Glover, middle-aged brother 
and sister, both unmarried, navigate the difficult weeks and months following the 
death of their domineering and manipulative mother. They have lost touch with the 
England of the 1980s, and their upbringing has made it hard for them to survive. 
Helen is confronted with a crisis of emotion she cannot resolve; Edward is 
deliberately blind to an important part of his nature. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille119932 

Transit by Rachel Cusk. In the wake of family collapse, a writer and her two young 
sons move to London. The process of upheaval is the catalyst for a number of 
transitions—personal, moral, artistic, practical—as she endeavours to construct a 
new reality for herself and her children. In the city, she is made to confront aspects of 
living she has, avoided until now, and to consider questions of vulnerability and 
power, death and renewal, in what becomes her struggle to reattach herself to life. 1 
f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille119933 

Historical fiction 
The revenant by Michael Punke. 1823: Hugh Glass is among the Rocky Mountain 
Fur Company's finest men, an experienced frontiersman and expert tracker. When 
he is viciously mauled by a grizzly bear, and not expected to survive, the company's 
captain dispatches two of his men to stay behind and tend to Glass before he dies, 
and give him a decent burial. Instead, the men abandon him, taking his only means 
of protecting himself, including his precious gun and hatchet. 1 f. UEB. SE. 
Ebraille119929 

Mystery and detective 
A thousand bones by P. J. Parrish. The bones found in the woods were the first 
clue in a string of brutal murders of young women. Caught between the dictates of a 
reluctant local sheriff and the state police, detective Joe Frye soon discovers the 
chilling truth. In the dead of winter in the Michigan woods, she must face down a 



predator who has chosen her as a worthy opponent, or become his next victim. 
Police procedural. Series: Louis Kincaid, book 8. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille119935 

Romance 
House of hopes and dreams by Trisha Ashley. Carey Revell unexpectedly 
becomes the heir to Mossby, his family's ancestral home. The large, rundown house 
comes with a pair of resentful relatives. Still, newly dumped by his girlfriend, and 
from his job as a TV interior designer, Carey needs somewhere to lick his wounds. In 
addition, Mossby would be perfect for a renovation show. Meanwhile the suddenly 
bereaved Angel Arrowsmith is without a home or a livelihood and old friend Carey 
Revell comes to the rescue. They move in to Mossby with high hopes. However, the 
house has a secret at its heart. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille119928 

Thrillers 
The chemist by Stephenie Meyer. She used to work for the U.S. government, in a 
nameless department. In addition, when they decided she was a liability, they came 
without warning, and they killed the only other person she trusted. When her former 
handler offers her a way out, it is her only chance to erase the giant target on her 
back. However, the information she acquires only makes her situation more 
dangerous. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille119936 

Contact details 
Blind Foundation Library 
Postal Address: 

Library 
Blind Foundation 
Private Bag 99941 
Newmarket, Auckland 1149 

Street Address: 

Awhina House 
4 Maunsell Road 
Parnell, Auckland 1052 

Phone during working hours: 0800-24-33-33 (Toll free) 

Email: library@blindfoundation.org.nz 

Fax: 0800-24-33-34 (Toll free) 

mailto:library@blindfoundation.org.nz


Blind Foundation Library—Youth 
Homai Campus 
Blind & Low Vision Education Network NZ 
Private Bag 801 
Manurewa, Auckland 2243 

Email: youthlibrary@blindfoundation.org.nz 

Phone during working hours: 0800-24-33-33 (Toll free) or 268-3215 (Auckland 
callers) 

Fax: 09-268-3216 

Library Newsline on the Telephone Information 
Service (TIS) 
Free calling areas: 

Whangarei: 929-9099 

Auckland: 302-3344 

Hamilton: 834-2288 

Tauranga: 929-6199 

Napier-Hastings: 835-9136 

Gisborne: 929-1033 

Palmerston North: 354-8316 

Wanganui: 348-4403 

New Plymouth: 929-3088 

Wellington: 389-3858 

Nelson: 929-5033 

Christchurch: 355-8381 

Timaru: 688-6921 

Oamaru: 433-1026 

Dunedin: 455-8833 

Balclutha: 418-3332 

Gore: 203-3001 

mailto:youthlibrary@blindfoundation.org.nz


Invercargill: 218-6470 

All other areas: 0800-36-33-44 (Toll free) 

Sound and Touch is available in print, DAISY audio CD, email, braille or on TIS176. 
To change your format or cancel, please contact the Library. To receive Sound and 
Touch by email, send an email to library@blindfoundation.org.nz 

End of Sound and Touch December 2018 
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