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What is next with Alexa and our "library 

skill"? 

We are now ready to welcome more library clients onto smart speakers as our new 

preferred talking books device. Library clients can get access right now with their 

own device, and a number of devices are now available through our library. If you 

have: a wireless internet connection; a laptop or mobile device (or access to one for 

set-up); and technical understanding, or alternatively have some sort of family or 



community technical support for using Alexa please contact the library on 0800 24 

33 33 to discuss receiving our library skill. 

Why are smart speakers exciting? 

A few years ago, Amazon launched its range of voice activation smart speakers 

called the Echo, and their assistant Alexa. Alexa uses what Amazon calls "skills", 

which are a bit like apps. These skills enable Alexa to carry out a number of tasks for 

the user. 

Most of our clients involved in the study the Blind Foundation commissioned on the 

use of Amazon Alexa agreed it was easy to learn how to use the library skill and 

listen to audio books, and most also reported incorporating Alexa into their everyday 

routine.  

What's more, smart speakers are mainstream technology. They have wide appeal for 

people of all abilities and are sold alongside other speakers by technology retailers 

with a price point of less than $100. In theory the skills developed for Amazon Alexa 

should be accessible for all—so as more are developed its use and appeal should 

only increase over time. 

Staff training and support 

The library team has been visiting regional offices for in-person training sessions 

with front-line staff. As part of this training, we have been providing Alexa devices 

and Wi-Fi hotspots to the regional offices to support ongoing work with volunteers 

and members, and for general demonstration purposes. 

Call-out for Library volunteers 

Diana Morse, our Library Volunteer Coordinator is currently recruiting and training 

volunteers around the country to enable them to set-up and train Library clients with 

Alexa and/or DAISY Direct in their homes. If you are interested or know someone 

who might be interested in volunteering, please contact Diana on 

dmorse@blindfoundation.org.nz or phone her on 09 930 1576. 

Online support 

The Blind Foundation Library skill includes an interactive tutorial, which starts the 

first time the skill is launched. This teaches new users the basics of interacting with 

Alexa, and how to navigate through the voice menus to find audio books and 

magazines. 

There are also a number of video tutorials and FAQs on our website: 

https://blindfoundation.org.nz/alexa-skill/ 

mailto:dmorse@blindfoundation.org.nz
https://blindfoundation.org.nz/alexa-skill/


Blind Foundation clients and New Zealand citizens/residents with a print disability 

are eligible to use the Blind Foundation skill. For more information call the library on 

0800 24 33 33. 

To register an Amazon account, you need to be aged 18 or over, and have access to 

your own e-mail account. Within New Zealand, it is preferable to create your Amazon 

account on www.amazon.com.au. This will ensure better localization when you set 

up your Alexa, so that you can use it more effectively with other skills besides the 

Blind Foundation. 

Proposed online book club 

The library and communications teams are currently discussing with Susan 

Grimsdell and Trevor Plumbly their proposal to broaden their Book Club membership 

to include an online book group, using Foundation communication links. We feel that 

this would add an interesting feature to those who already use the Library Service. 

The idea is that one book will be nominated each month; and selected comments 

and/or criticisms would be published. For clients that are unable to attend a book 

club in person this would provide them with an opportunity to take part and be 

involved. 

This proposal is currently being discussed so if you have any ideas regarding it 

please email Geraldine Lewis on glewis@blindfoundation.org.nz. 

Newly available Christian Magazines 

The following Christian magazines: Daily Bread, Every day with Jesus and Sabbath 

School Lessons are now available through our library. These can be downloaded 

through BookLink or if you want to subscribe to these please contact the library on 

library@blindfoundation.org.nz or phone us on 0800 24 33 33. 

Magazine sampler available 

Each month Joe Gilfillan in our studios puts together a CD of magazines, which is 

sent to new library borrowers. He thought there might be other members who would 

also want to receive this. Currently this sampler holds the latest copies of the 

following magazines: 

National Business Review; Consumer; Cuisine; Listener; National Geographic; NZ 

Gardener; NZ Geographic; North and South; NZ Woman's Weekly; Readers Digest; 

Sound and Touch; Time and Wilderness. 

If you would like to receive this sampler please email library@blindfoundation.org.nz 

asking for the CD, or telephone the library on 0800 24 33 33. 

http://www.amazon.com.au/
mailto:glewis@blindfoundation.org.nz
mailto:library@blindfoundation.org.nz
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Tidying up our Telephone Information 

Service (TIS) 

The Blind Foundation Library are currently undergoing a tidy-up of TIS. The first part 

of the process was to take a close look, at not only the content, but the structure of 

the content too. From this analysis, we have created a map of the TIS menus, which 

highlight the popular areas and the areas that have become cluttered. The next step 

is to create guidelines on how that information should be structured so that it is 

consistent across the entire TIS menu. It is a large job—there are over 1,200 menu 

items and in some cases, there are ten "levels" of content. That means some people 

are having to press up to ten numbers to get to what they want. 

We will also be creating a TIS "advisory panel", made up of Blind Foundation staff, 

volunteers and clients, to be advocates and be the "go to" people for any questions 

and queries for TIS. 

The aim is not to over simplify or radically change TIS, but to better understand the 

information so that it is not only easier to use, but easier for people to support. 

New Library email group 

At the Blind Foundation Library, we have moved from only one service to six different 

methods of accessing our content. Not so long ago, people could only access 

content through CDs sent through the mail. Now, people can access newspapers, 

magazines and audiobooks via Apple devices, Android devices, stream them on a 

laptop and even listen to books and magazines with an Amazon Echo. 

As a result, we have had to rethink how we support people accessing our content. 

While there are six methods of services, countless numbers of phones, tablets and 

devices can be used. Add to that the constant upgrades and new devices that are 

being released on the market. 

One new channel of support we wanted to build was a method of peer-to-peer 

support that was simple and effective. Building on the success of existing email 

groups, we felt that having a dedicated Library email group, moderated by Blind 

Foundation Library staff, would boost the existing support for Library services. 

The BFLibrary email group is a place where we can share information and support 

people that use the Library service. The group is open to members and clients of the 

Blind Foundation and anyone who wishes to learn more and support the library 

service (For example, Volunteers, Resource Teachers Vision, friends and family of 

clients.) 



If you would like to join the Blind Foundation Library email group send an email to 

BFLibrary+subscribe@groups.io 

Many thanks to our generous sponsors 

We would like to express our appreciation to the following sponsors who gave 

generously towards the production of talking books for the Library since the previous 

issue of Sound and Touch. These funds have helped to make print material 

accessible to people who are blind or have low vision. Without their support, it would 

not be possible to add more new titles to our Library.  

Robert & Barbara Stewart Charitable Trust for Hippo ears and the stargazer by Bill 

Nagelkerke. 

Many thanks to the following sponsor for her support converting analogue 

titles to DAISY audio: 

Sally Campbell for Désirée by Annemarie Selinko. 

Sally Campbell for The past is myself: the experiences of an English woman in 

wartime Germany by Christabel Bielenberg. 

The Library would also like to acknowledge the following Trusts for their 

support that provides Alexa and DAISY Direct in their communities: 

Milford Asset Management for 169 Alexa devices across New Zealand. 

Gordon Roberts Community Trust for 20 DAISY Direct in Tauranga. 

West Coast Community Trust for three DAISY Direct in the West Coast. 

Book review written by Owen Scott who is 

the author and narrator 

Deep beyond the reef: a true story of madness and murder in the South Pacific. 

I was grateful and privileged to be able to narrate my book for the Foundation. It was 

published in 2006, so I had forgotten some of the material—a bit like coming to it 

afresh. There were times even I was surprised. I had read a 15-part condensed 

version for RNZ but never the full book. 

Part of the reason I wrote the book was to quarantine/neutralise the worst of the 

past. I could put it in a drawer and "forget" about it, knowing it was there if I ever 

needed to refer to it. (My nephew recently told me he still picks it up and reads 

sections at random!) 

mailto:BFLibrary+subscribe@groups.io


Narrating it for the Foundation gave me the opportunity to update the story and tell 

the reader about the film based on the book. Several things have happened 

subsequently. I might now write a new version of the book—incorporating the new 

material I have narrated and bringing back the 40,000 words of the original that did 

not make the Penguin edit. 

Thank you for this opportunity of sharing my story. I hope you enjoy it. Just make 

sure you are wearing a seat belt! It's just a story. Everyone has one and no story is 

more important than any other! 

Deep beyond the reef: a true story of madness and murder in the South Pacific 

By Owen Scott 

Book number 102518 

Non-fiction: Crime and the Law. The brutal murders of Fiji Red Cross director John 

Scott and his partner Greg Scrivener in 2001 were clouded in media rumour and 

political mystery. Drawn back to Fiji by the tragedy of his brother's death, Owen Scott 

embarks on a quest for the truth. In this book, he attempts to unravel the crime and 

understand the unique society in which he grew up as the son of a prominent and 

domineering father. 

Produced by RNZFB. Read by Owen Scott in 14 hours, 10 minutes. Book number 

102518. 

New DAISY audio 

This issue contains DAISY audio books added to the collection since the last issue of 

Sound and Touch in December 2018. 

Abbreviations: 

BA: Blackstone Audio Inc. 

CD: DAISY audio CD ordering number 

CNIB: (formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

RNIB: Royal National Institute of Blind People 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

Ulv: Ulverscroft 

VAILS: Vision Australia Information and Library Service 



Adult non-fiction 

Adventure 

100 days in the jungle by Shawn Ohler and Vicki Hall. On September 11, 1999, 

eight oil workers from Canada and the U.S. were taken hostage by 15 armed 

guerrillas in Ecuador. They walked in the jungle for 100 days, facing possible death 

at any moment, but all miraculously survived. Some strong language. Read by Jane 

Burns in 7 hours, 34 minutes. CNIB CD106223 

Autobiography (General) 

Stars come out within by Jean Little. Renowned author Jean Little describes her 

childhood with a visual impairment, the early death of her father, the shock of losing 

her remaining sight to glaucoma, and her battle with depression. A talking computer 

and her guide dog, Zephyr, brought her independence and freedom. Sequel to "Little 

by Little". Read by Sandra Scott in 6 hours, 20 minutes. CNIB CD104162 

Blindness and Vision Impairment  

Cooking with feeling and other useful senses: adaptive culinary techniques for 

the visually impaired by Deborah DeBord. Deborah DeBord, an experienced blind 

cook, shares and describes 180 adaptive culinary techniques for the visually 

impaired. Her book also contains recipes from cookbooks such as "The New Basics 

Cookbook," "Moosewood Cookbook," and "Country Gourmet Cookbook". Read by 

Margaret Maltby in 10 hours, 53 minutes. CNIB. CD105842 

Crime and the law 

90 minutes at Entebbe by William Stevenson; with material by Uri Dan. A 

gripping account of the successful and daring raid made by Israeli commandos on 

Uganda to rescue the passengers of a jetliner hijacked by Arab terrorists. Read by 

Bill Anderson in 9 hours, 7 minutes. CNIB. CD102981 

Erotic Literature 

Enabling romance: a guide to love, sex, and relationships for the disabled (and 

the people who care about them) by Ken Kroll and Erica Levy Klein. Written by 

a disabled husband and his nondisabled wife, this book explores romantic and 

sexual relationships for the disabled. Chapters concern specific disabilities, including 

blindness and visual impairment, deafness and hearing impairment, spinal cord 

injuries, and multiple sclerosis. Explicit descriptions of sex. c1992. Read by Harriet 

Lampert in 4 hours, 59 minutes. CNIB. CD104714 



Food and beverages 

Cooking for two by James Barber. James Barber also known as The Urban 

Peasant—demonstrates how sensual preparing dinner can be when couples share 

the experience. This cookbook features 140 recipes, most of which take fewer than 

30 minutes to prepare, and require ingredients that are found in the average kitchen. 

Read by Arlene Wilson in 5 hours, 13 minutes. CNIB. CD105911 

General biography 

A singular view: the art of seeing with one eye by Frank B. Brady; U.K. edition 

edited by Ron Hearnden. Based on his own experiences, the author writes about 

adjusting to the problems of monocular vision and the challenges of day-to-day life. 

Read by Mike Morrison in 2 hours, 58 minutes. CNIB CD104503 

General non-fiction 

After the first death: a journey through Chile, time, mind by Lake Sagaris. 

Journalist and poet Lake Sagaris chronicles Chile's descent from cultured 

democracy into the military brutality of Augusto Pinochet's regime in the 1970s. She 

explores the origins and consequences of Pinochet's coup, and shows how the 

Chilean people finally salvaged their society. Graphic descriptions of violence and 

torture. Read by Sondra Bolton in 17 hours, 10 minutes. CNIB. CD105246 

Health and Wellbeing 

Food—your miracle medicine: how food can prevent and cure over 100 

symptoms and problems by Jean Carper. Drawing from thousands of scientific 

studies, Carper discusses the role food may play with respect to heart trouble, 

digestive problems, cancer, diabetes, and other ailments. For those who wish to 

avoid health problems, Carper points out which foods may have preventive 

properties. Also discussed are foods that may be detrimental to certain health 

conditions. Read by Marldene Schwartz in 19 hours, 51 minutes. CNIB. CD105706 

New Zealand (Biography) 

How bizarre: Pauly Fuemana and the song that stormed the world by Simon 

Grigg. In this book his music publisher, Simon Grigg, who was part of the story from 

the beginning and who accompanied Fuemana through the subsequent events, 

including on many of his overseas trips, tells the blow-by-blow story of the song's 

creation, its huge success and its effect on the artist and his family. In the process 

the book becomes much more: a fascinating, sometimes shocking, insight into how 

the music industry works. Read by Simon Lynch in 8 hours, 50 minutes. RNZFB. 

CD119657 



Drawn out by Tom Scott. This book is the author's memoir and covers his 

childhood—a tragi-comedy of a poor Irish Catholic family, his university days when 

he was editor of the student newspaper and sued for blasphemous libel, his 

parliamentary career, his work with Ed Hillary and more. He has been drawing 

political cartoons for Wellington's Dominion Post since 1988, was in the Press 

Gallery and was famously banned by PM Muldoon. He has observed David Lange, 

Mike Moore and Helen Clark. Read by Kevin Keys in 13 hours, 16 minutes. RNZFB. 

CD99140 

New Zealand and Pacific 

The unfortunate experiment by Sandra Coney. Auckland, N.Z. A journalist's 

account of the inquiry into the treatment of patients with carcinoma in situ at 

Auckland's National Women's Hospital. The author asks penetrating questions about 

the treatment of women by the medical profession. Read by Anna Cahill in 6 hours, 5 

minutes. RNZFB. CD102819 

New Zealand History 

Doug Joy History: in conversation with Jackie Foley by Doug Joy and Jackie 

Foley. This is the story of Doug Joy's work as an engineer on some of New 

Zealand's most significant projects, including the Lyttelton Tunnel. Mr Joy spoke with 

Jackie Foley over 2 days in June 2017, and the result is this 5-hour conversation in 

which he talks in great detail about his work on engineering feats that have helped 

shape New Zealand. Live interview, 5 hours, 10 minutes. RNZFB. CD99747 

New Zealand Travel 

Good-bye Maoriland: the songs & sounds of New Zealand's Great War by Chris 

Bourke. Be it "Tipperary" or "Pokarekare", the morning reveille or the bugle's last 

post, concert parties at the front or patriotic songs at home, music was central to 

New Zealand's experience of the First World War. In his book, the author introduces 

the songs and sounds of World War I in order to take us deep inside the human 

experience of war. Read by Kevin Keys in 20 hours, 39 minutes. RNZFB. CD99555 

Politics 

State of war: the secret history of the CIA and the Bush administration by 

James Risen. New York Times reporter recounts anecdotes, often from anonymous 

sources, concerning CIA efforts to thwart terrorists since September 11, 2001. 

Discusses the National Security Agency's domestic wiretapping program, the search 

for weapons of mass destruction, and the return of Afghanistan's opium trade. Posits 

that the CIA mission failed. Read by Robert Runtz in 8 hours, 46 minutes. CNIB. 

CD109218 



Politics (Biography) 

The life of William Morris by J.W. Mackail. William Morris was a poet, an artist, a 

manufacturer and a socialist whose works and ideas had a great effect on Victorian 

art, design and industry. This biography was first published within a few years of his 

death and remains the primary biographical source on his life and work. Read by 

Mac Samples in 24 hours, 6 minutes. CNIB. CD105807 

Religion (Biography) 

The bloody red hand: a journey through truth, myth and terror in Northern 

Ireland by Derek Lundy. Author Derek Lundy, bearing in mind that the name 

"Lundy" is synonymous with traitor in Ulster, delves into the lives of ancestors Robert 

Lundy, Protestant governor of Derry in 1688, William Steel Dickson, a Protestant 

preacher of the early 19th century who advocated resisting the English, and Billy 

Lundy, born in 1890 and the embodiment of what the Ulster Protestants became—a 

tribe united in their hostility to Catholics and to the prospect of an independent 

Ireland. Read by John Shaw in 18 hours, 24 minutes. CNIB. CD108851 

Science and technology 

2 minutes a day for a greener planet by Marjorie Lamb. Use a rag instead of 

paper towels; turn off the tap while brushing your teeth; take your own shopping 

bags to the supermarket. These are just some of the suggestions listed in this book 

that provides easy, practical ways to help the environment. Read by Judy Cohen in 7 

hours, 8 minutes. CNIB. CD104343 

Sport 

Psyching in sport: the psychological preparation for serious competition in 

sport by Brent S. Rushall. This manual is one of the first to concentrate on the 

general psychological principles, which apply to all competitive sport and lead to 

success. Professor Rushall believes that there is an ideal form of preparation, and 

sets out to define a procedure which takes into account scientific knowledge recently 

gained about performance at the highest level of competition. Read by John Guthrie 

in 6 hours, 4 minutes. CNIB. CD103740 

Social sciences 

At the border called hope: where refugees are neighbours by Mary Jo Leddy. 

Mary Jo Leddy talks about the work done in Romero House, a house for refugees in 

Toronto. In describing daily life in Romero House, she tells the stories of some of the 

refugees who have passed through its hallways. Some descriptions of violence and 

torture. Contains violence. Read by Nicki Scrimger in 10 hours, 52 minutes. CNIB. 

CD105251 



Supernatural 

Feathers brush my heart: true stories of mothers touching their daughters' 

lives after death compiled by Sinclair Browning. A mother comes to her daughter 

in a dream, telling her to put on her seat belt—minutes before a serious car accident. 

A daughter, visited by a mysterious young woman, discovers a photograph of her 

mother as a teenager and realizes who her visitor is. Seventy women, from all walks 

of life and religious beliefs, tell of how they brought peace into their lives through 

links with their deceased mothers. Read by Mike Taylor in 9 hours, 3 minutes. CNIB. 

CD108221 

The Environment 

Dancing at the Dead Sea: tracking the world's environmental hotspots by 

Alanna Mitchell. Award-winning environmental reporter examines human-induced 

ecologic destruction as possible early indication of a sixth mass extinction. Records 

her three-year tour of Earth's most beleaguered areas in South America, the Middle 

East, the Arctic, Iceland, Madagascar, and the Galapagos Islands, where climate 

change, species loss, and deforestation threaten biodiversity. Read by Naomi Joel in 

6 hours, 54 minutes. CNIB CD107407 

Women (Biography) 

Changing eyes, changing lives Mildred H. Marshall. The author documents her 

personal struggle with retinitis pigmentosa and provides medical information on this 

disease and other retinal malfunctions. Read by Adair Hope in 10 hours, 50 minutes. 

CNIB. CD104321 

Women in Society 

An unexpected journey: women's voices of hope after breast cancer by Aniko 

Galambos. Women who have been diagnosed with breast cancer share their 

experiences with beating the disease. Read by Ruth Newton in 8 hours, 28 minutes. 

CNIB. CD105745 

World history and travel 

A war against truth: an intimate account of the invasion of Iraq by Paul William 

Roberts. Journalist Roberts, who was in Baghdad when the U.S. first attacked, but 

escaped to Jordan and returned to Iraq two weeks later, details the ancient and 

recent history of the region, and provides on-the-ground reporting of the war. 

Contains strong language and violence. Read by Don Brownell in 19 hours, 31 

minutes. CNIB. CD107456 



Caves in the desert: travels in China by George Woodcock. In 1987, the author 

toured through northern China visiting traditional Buddhist centres rarely visited by 

the non-Chinese. As he recounts his journey, Woodcock also details Chinese 

geography, history, art, religion and society. Read by Vincent Tovell in 9 hours, 2 

minutes. CNIB. CD104010 

World religions 

A history of God: the 4000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam by 

Karen Armstrong. After serving for seven years as a Roman Catholic nun, Karen 

Armstrong left the order to become a freelance writer and broadcaster. In this book 

she sympathetically and succinctly follows the human quest for God over 4000 years 

in the three interrelated monotheistic religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

from Abraham until now. Read by Jacque Mandeno in 21 hours, 22 minutes. 

RNZFB.CD102192 

Start where you are: a guide to compassionate living by Pema Chödrön. A 

handbook for cultivating fearlessness and awakening a compassionate heart, and 

how to make friends with ourselves and develop genuine compassion toward others. 

The author shows how to "start where we are"—embracing rather than denying the 

painful aspects of our lives and frames her teachings around 59 traditional Tibetan 

Buddhist maxims. Read by Taina Makinen in 6 hours, 4 minutes. CNIB. CD108452 

Adult fiction 

Australian Stories 

The hope fault: a novel in three parts by Tracy Farr. This is a novel about 

extended family—about parents and partners who are missing, and the people who 

replace them. Iris and her extended family gather for one last visit and to pack up 

their holiday house. Read by Donna Brookbanks in 8 hours, 28 minutes. RNZFB. 

CD101970 

Christian fiction 

Beneath a southern sky by Deborah Raney. Missionary Daria Camfield returns 

home, grieving her husband's death. She overcomes her loss and falls in love 

again—but is shocked to learn that her husband is still alive. Now Daria discovers 

that her faith in God will help her resolve her dilemma. Some descriptions of sex. 

Read by Margaret Johnson in 10 hours, 52 minutes. CNIB. CD107512 

Classic 

Glengarry school days: a story of early days in Glengarry by Ralph Connor; 

introduced by S. Ross Beharriell. Hughie Murray, the son of a minister and his 



angelic wife, describes the school lives of a group of girls and boys and their teacher 

during the late 19th century. Read by Kirk Hansen in 5 hours, 40 minutes. CNIB. 

CD103133 

Crime fiction 

Deadly by nature by Meredith Andrew. Patrick Irving, an ecology activist, and Gina 

Ferrara, a sports columnist, go camping near Lake Nipissing on the spring-swollen 

Speller River with simple intentions. Patrick has an interest in the mushrooms that 

grow there, and Gina wants to white water canoe so that she can write about her 

experiences in her column. However, tragedy strikes quickly. Read by Angela 

Willson in 7 hours, 34 minutes. CNIB. CD105623  

Disabilities 

Deafening by Frances Itani. Grania is deaf, a victim of scarlet fever at age five in 

early 1900s Canada. After learning sign language and speech she meets and 

marries Jim, with whom she develops a special vocabulary. World War I erupts, and 

they attempt to sustain their love in a world as brutal as it is beautiful. Some 

violence. Read by Deborah Kipp in 14 hours, 28 minutes. CNIB. CD108276 

Fantasy 

Avalon: the return of King Arthur by Stephen R. Lawhead. In a near-future 

Britain, the death of King Edward IX throws the succession into disarray until a 

young man named James Arthur Stewart discovers his identity as the reborn King 

Arthur and claims his rightful throne. Accompanied by his enigmatic adviser Embries, 

his drinking friend Calum McKay and the lissom Jenny, James struggles to come into 

his own, proving his mettle against modern monsters: skinheads armed with pit bulls, 

the fickle hydra of the press, and the redheaded Moira, Arthur's old witchy nemesis 

who destroyed Camelot. Some descriptions of violence. Read by Lucy Brennan in 18 

hours, 35 minutes. CNIB. CD108194 

General Fiction 

A rhinestone button by Gail Anderson-Dargatz. Job Sunstrom is a religious man 

who loves the church. When his brother's family moves back into the family 

farmhouse where Job lives, they bring along an evangelist. Job's brother urges him 

to become one of the evangelist's religious foot soldiers. However, this leaves him 

wondering if he will ever find love of a more earthly kind. Read by June Gurvich in 9 

hours, 36 minutes. CNIB. CD106731 

A death in the family by James Agee. A modern classic about the impact of 

tragedy on a close-knit family living in Knoxville, Tennessee in the early years of this 

century. The story begins a few hours before the death of Jay Follet and ends on the 



day of his funeral. Pulitzer Prize. Contains strong language. Read by Geoffrey 

Pierpoint in 10 hours, 47 minutes. CNIB. CD105572 

Historical novels 

Rules of engagement by Bruce Alexander. Blind magistrate Sir John Fielding and 

his clerk, Jeremy, investigate the fatal leap of ant colonist politician Lord 

Lammermoor from Westminster Bridge. Clues suggest foul play as Sir John 

uncovers a web of family intrigue and possible connections to animal magnetism. 

Contains violence. Series: Sir John Fielding mystery, book 11. Read by Gerry Glinski 

in 10 hours, 11 minutes. CNIB. CD107612 

Historical Romance 

Where the heart leads by Stephanie Laurens. Penelope Ashford runs an 

orphanage. When four of her charges are kidnapped, Penelope asks for PI Barnaby 

Adair's assistance. Adair enlists the help of Inspector Basil Stokes of Scotland Yard 

in the investigation and begins a passionate romance with Penelope. Explicit 

descriptions of sex. Series: Casebook of Barnaby Adair, book 1. Read by John Polk 

in 17 hours, 11 minutes. NLS. CD102823 

Horror and supernatural  

The serpent on the crown by Elizabeth Peters. Archaeologist Amelia Peabody 

Emerson and her family are at their house on the Nile when author Magda Petherick 

arrives with an ancient statue she believes is cursed. When Magda is murdered, 

Amelia and her husband and son investigate the crime as well as the relic's history. 

Bestseller 2005. Series: Amelia Peabody mystery, book 17. Read by Lianne 

Attersley in 12 hours, 58 minutes. CNIB. CD107611 

Humour 

Rocket science by Julia Gaunce. The Wickers are an ordinary family, living an 

ordinary life in an ordinary neighbourhood, doing ordinary summer activities. But 

then a new family moves into the apartment building where Mr. Wicker is the 

custodian, and this ordinary event throws the entire family into some kind of mental 

chaos. This chaos is explored through the thoughts and minds of this family, often in 

a humorous way, showing that a person's inner life can be rich yet troublesome. 

Read by Mary Thomson in 3 hours, 28 minutes. CNIB. CD106379 

Mystery and detective 

Absolute friends by John le Carré. Unassuming Bavarian tour guide Ted Mundy is 

actually a retired British double agent. After September 11, 2001, old friend and 

former colleague Sasha contacts him with a new mission: to stop an impending war 



in Iraq and become very rich in the process. Strong language and some descriptions 

of sex and violence. Bestseller. 2003. Read by Margaret Williams in 15 hours, 8 

minutes. CNIB. CD107705 

Blind alley by Iris Johansen. Forensic sculptor Eve Duncan reconstructs a victim's 

face one who eerily resembles Eve's adopted daughter Jane. While a serial killer 

targets Jane look alikes, Jane's recurrent nightmares track the path of the murderer 

to her door. Contains strong language and violence. Bestseller 2004. Series: Eve 

Duncan, book 5. Has sequel, Countdown 108374. Read by Deborah Kipp in 9 hours, 

59 minutes. CNIB. CD107662 

Double tap by Steve Martini. San Diego attorney Paul Madriani defends soldier-

turned-security guard Emiliano Ruiz in the murder case of software tycoon Madelyn 

Chapman. Madriani learns that Chapman's company spies on American citizens for 

the government and fears a cover up. Contains strong language and violence. 

Bestseller 2005. Series: Paul Madriani, book 8. Read by Cathy Smith in 13 hours, 53 

minutes. CNIB. CD108285 

Nature and Animal Stories 

Elephant winter by Kim Echlin. Sophie Walker is home, back from Africa to nurse 

her dying mother. Home is her mother's farm in Southern Ontario, which borders on 

"Safari"—a tacky tourist spot now deserted in the grey months of winter. From her 

mother's kitchen window Sophie sees not cows, or horses, or sheep, but a group of 

immense Indian elephants playing gracefully in the snow. There is a man to—the 

keeper of the elephants—and with a faraway gesture, barely discernible in the last 

light of dusk, he beckons to her, and thus begins her Elephant Winter. Length: Read 

by Ann Saunders in 5 hours, 13 minutes. CNIB. CD105143 

NZ and Pacific novels 

Mazarine by Charlotte Grimshaw. Writer Frances Sinclair embarks on a hunt when 

her daughter vanishes. The journey takes her across continents and into her own 

past. What clues can Frances find in her own history, and who is the mysterious 

Mazarine? Following the narrative thread left by her daughter, she travels through 

cities touched by terrorism and surveillance, where ways of relating are subtly 

changed, and a startling new fiction seems to be constructing itself. Read by Janice 

Finn in 9 hours, 15 minutes. RNZFB. CD99780 

A sister in my house by Linda Olsson. Maria has found a sanctuary in a rented 

house, overlooking a small Spanish village by the sea. She is coming to terms with 

losing the love of her life. But her solitude and the places that have become special 

to her are about to be encroached upon by the arrival of her younger sister, Emma. 

Will the intrusion only serve to evoke the bad memories of childhood or will the 



impending visit help them restart their lives? Read by Janice Finn in 5 hours, 35 

minutes. RNZFB. CD99779 

A skylark flies by Robyn Cotton. Rose, a young Kiwi, is on a working holiday in the 

United Kingdom, to discover her roots. When in Scotland, she is subjected to a brutal 

assault by a local man, Tommy. Their lives will never be the same again. While Rose 

fights to recover from her emotional trauma, Tommy, a victim of a lifetime of abuse, 

struggles with guilt. The choices they make will ultimately determine whether they 

live life as victims or rise above it. Read by Leslie Warner-Bird in 7 hours, 28 

minutes. RNZFB. CD99599 

The man who would not see by Rajorshi Chakraborti. Ashim and Abhay made a 

small mistake that split their family forever. Thirty years later, Ashim has re-entered 

his brother's life. A brother has travelled all the way from small-town India to New 

Zealand bearing ancient—and false—grudges, and with the implacable objective of 

blowing up every part of his younger brother's life. However, is Ashim really the 

villain he appears to be, or is there a method to his havoc? Read by Gary Denvir in 7 

hours, 38 minutes. RNZFB. CD99097 

Poetry 

Night horse by Elizabeth Smither. The poems in this collection take the 

everyday—mothers and daughters, cats and horses, books and bowls, slippers and 

shirts—and transform them into something fresh: sometimes surreal, sometimes 

funny, often enchanted. And throughout, the work is infected with the personality of 

the author: a quirky, whimsical observer of the mundane world around her, which 

she shows to be full of surprises. Read by Cheryl Lawton in 1 hours, 4 minutes. 

RNZFB. CD120146 

Romance 

Gabriel's angel by Nora Roberts. Pregnant, alone, and on the run to protect her 

unborn child, Laura Malone found herself stranded on a snowy Colorado road, at the 

mercy of a stranger. Fortunately, Gabriel Bradley's only intention that fateful night 

was to provide her shelter. By the time the roads had cleared, a promise had been 

made. For Gabe understood Laura needed protection if she hoped to keep custody 

of her child through the coming court battle. Explicit descriptions of sex. Read by Pat 

Dorey in 7 hours, 21 minutes. CNIB. CD108670 

Green Dolphin Street: a novel by Elizabeth Goudge. After William emigrates to 

New Zealand, he writes to the father of the woman he loves for her hand in marriage, 

but he mistakenly puts her sister's name in the letter, and the sister comes to New 

Zealand. Read by Elise Goldsmith in 26 hours, 17 minutes. CNIB. CD103470 



The family 

Canterbury Beach by Anne Simpson. Tells the story of a family on their annual 

summer vacation to the cottage in Maine. Over the years, they have become 

geographically scattered and emotionally estranged from each other, but every year 

they come together for this journey. This year, however, the gathering holds a new 

and different promise. Some strong language. Read by Barbara Byers in 7 hours, 39 

minutes. CNIB. CD106313 

Family blessings by Fern Michaels. Matriarch Loretta Cisco from "No Place like 

Home" loses her house in a tornado. While the towns people help her rebuild, she 

learns her triplet grandchildren—all newlyweds—have run into marital difficulties. 

The family members rally around one another to try to restore togetherness in time 

for Christmas. Read by Harriet Lampert in 5 hours, 17 minutes. CNIB. CD107699 

Thrillers 

Sandstorm by Laurence Gough. The CIA Cairo bureau chief thinks that Jack 

Downey and his team are training in the desert to protect a defecting Libyan colonel. 

The squad thinks that they're out to assassinate a controversial Arab leader. But 

Downey alone knows the full scope of the deadly international game they're all 

playing. Strong language and violence. Read by Sandra Scott in 11 hours, 19 

minutes. CNIB. CD104967 

The dark shore by Susan Howatch. A young woman gradually discovers the truth 

about her husband and his family at his estate on the Cornish moors. Read by 

Marcia Wachna in 5 hours, 45 minutes. CNIB. CD103638 

War stories 

MacArthur must die: a novel by Ian Slater. Set in Australia during World War II. 

An Aussie teenager, Elizabeth Lawson, has a Japanese boyfriend, Tomokazu 

Somura. He is a sympathetic character until he becomes involved in a secret mission 

to kill MacArthur at his military headquarters in Brisbane. Read by Simon Curwen in 

8 hours, 36 minutes. CNIB. CD104699 

Junior collection 

Two giants by Michael Foreman 

Two Giants live in a part of the world where everything is perfect and they are the 

best of friends ... until they quarrel. Then their beautiful world becomes dark and 

miserable. What will it take for them to become friends again? 

Available in braille 95332 and etext 95331 

I totally funniest by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein 



I Funny: Book 3—A Middle School Story 

Jamie Grimm is back and better than ever in the third episode of James Patterson's 

bestselling I Funny series. Finding himself one step closer to his dream of being the 

best kid comic in the world, Jamie faces his biggest challenge yet. 

Available in daisy audio 119948 

Project Huia by Des Hunt (NZ) 

Logan's grandfather grew up near Palmerston North in the 1940s. Along with his 

sister, they spotted a Huia bird believed to be extinct. Trying to photograph it, they 

tracked it into the Manawatu Gorge. It was a dangerous journey through two train 

tunnels and made worse by the Carson boys who were trying to shoot it for the 

valuable feathers. More than 60 years later, 11-year-old Logan returned with his 

Grandpop and a scientist to solve the mystery of what happened to the huia. The 

Carson boys are still living in the area, and still up to their nasty tricks. 

Available in braille 119617 and etext 119616 

Kit-napped by Donovan Bixley (NZ) 

Flying Furballs: Book 05 

In Kit-napped, Claude and Syd are off to Egypt to rescue C-For, who has been kit-

napped by the dastardly DOGZ. 

Available in braille 119670 and etext 119669 

Percy Jackson and the battle of the labyrinth by Rick Riordan 

Percy Jackson and the Olympians; book 04 

Originally published: as The sea of monsters 

Honestly, blowing up another school was the last thing I wanted. As the son of a 

Greek God, I've had my share of near death disaster. This summer, I didn't choose 

to battle the cheerleading squad but when two hissing she-devils with fangs are 

heading straight for you, what's a half-blood meant to do? 

Available in braille 120362, ebraille 120363 and large print 60080 

The railway children by E. Nesbit 

When their father is sent away to prison, three London children move to the country. 

They keep busy by preventing accidents on the nearby railway, making many new 

friends, and generally learning a good deal about themselves. 

Available in ebraille 120378, large print 36722 and daisy audio 67186 



Non-fiction Collection 

Tsunamis by Louise and Richard Spilsbury 

Natural disasters devastate communities. They reshape the landscape and can alter 

people's ways of life in an area for years after the event. Learn all about the 10 worst 

tsunamis in this book from the Tokaido tsunami in Japan in 1923 to the Indian Ocean 

tsunami in 2004. This series explores the world's top ten worst recorded disasters, 

explaining how and why they happen and where in the world they have taken place. 

The series also invites the reader to examine what they have learnt about natural 

disasters and to apply that knowledge by answering critical thinking questions. 

Primary and Intermediate. 

Available in braille 120028 

Horrible histories: Edinburgh by Terry Deary 

Horrible histories series 

Readers can discover the historical horrors, kidnapped kings, mysterious murders 

and other nasty bits of the horrible history of Edinburgh. 

Available in braille 102106 and ebraille on request 

Young Adult Collection 

We all fall down by Robert Cormier 

As The Avenger searches for the teenage boys who trashed a house in his 

neighborhood, Buddy, one of the trashers, increases his drinking in order to cope 

with his parents' separation and his obsession with the daughter of the owner of the 

vandalized house. 

Available in braille 119587 and daisy audio 71765 

Hit and run by Joan Phipson 

Sixteen-year-old Roland's hit-and-run accident in a borrowed car sends him fleeing 

into the wild Australian countryside, where he struggles for both survival and self-

respect. 

Available in daisy audio 119915 

Turtles all the way down by John Green 

It all begins with a fugitive billionaire and the promise of a cash reward. But this is 

about lifelong friendship, the intimacy of an unexpected reunion, Star Wars fan 

fiction, and tuatara. But at its heart is Aza Holmes, a high school student with 



obsessive-compulsive disorder, navigating daily existence within the ever-tightening 

spiral of her own thoughts. 

Available in braille 119606 

Lips Touch: Three Times by Laini Taylor; with illustrations by Jim Di Bartolo. 

Three short stories about kissing, featuring elements of the supernatural. 

Available in daisy 119819 

Are these my basoomas I see before me? Fab final confessions of Georgia 

Nicolson by Louise Rennison 

This is the final instalment of Georgia's hilarious diary! Does Georgia escape the 

cakeshop of luuurve? Will she finally choose her only one and only? For ages 14 and 

above.  

Available in daisy audio 120353 

New braille and ebraille books 

This issue contains braille and ebraille books added to the collection since the last 

issue of Sound and Touch in December 2018. Adult braille books have a CD 

number as they are embossed upon request. Please contact us to enquire as to 

whether a particular title is available for embossing. 

Abbreviations: 

UEB: Unified English Braille code 

Ebraille: Electronic braille books held at Parnell Library 

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind 

CNIB: (Formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind 

SE: Seeing Ear 

f.: Computer file available for embossing 

v.: volume(s) 

The following braille books are contracted, single-spaced and double sided. 

Adult non-fiction 

Food & Beverages 

How to be a domestic goddess: baking and the art of comfort cooking by 

Nigella Lawson. A mouth-watering cookbook reassuring readers that it's not actually 



hard to bake a tray of muffins, or a sponge layer cake, but the appreciation and 

satisfaction they bring are extremely high. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille120533 

North America  

Between the world and me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. This book offers a framework for 

understanding American history and current crisis. The idea of black "race", 

exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and 

murdered out of all proportion. This book is the author's attempt to answer these 

questions in a letter to his adolescent son. 1 f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille120534 

Poetry 

A sackful of limericks by Michael Palin. A collection of fun, witty limericks. 1 f. 

UEB. SE. Ebraille120532 

Adult fiction 

General fiction 

The Red House by Mark Haddon. Richard, a wealthy doctor, invites his estranged 

sister Angela and her family to join him for a week at a vacation home in the English 

countryside. Richard has just re-married and inherited a wilful stepdaughter in the 

process. Angela has a feckless husband and three children who sometimes seem 

alien to her. All eight arrive with low expectations for a pleasant holiday. The stories 

of these eight people told through the alternating viewpoints of each character, 

create a portrait of contemporary family life. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille120504 

Avenue of mysteries by John Irving. As an older man, Juan Diego will take a trip 

to the Philippines, but he is most alive in his childhood and early adolescence in 

Mexico. This is the story of what happens to Juan Diego in the Philippines, where 

what happened to him in the past—in Mexico—collides with his future. 1 f. UEB. SE. 

Ebraille120508 

Romance 

The A to Z of you and me by James Hannah. I'm lying here in a bed, my head full 

of regret. Friends want to visit, but I refuse them. So my carer Sheila has given me a 

task to keep me occupied. An A-Z list. I am to think of a part of my body for each 

letter and tell a little tale about it. When I reach H for Heart, what will I say? 1 f. UEB. 

SE. Ebraille120506 



Mystery and detective 

City On Fire by Garth Risk Hallberg. Story of a widely diverse group of individuals 

and the detective trying to figure out what they all have to do with a shooting in 

Central Park. When a blackout plunges the city into darkness, each of these 

entangled lives will be changed, irrevocably. Cosy mystery 1 f. UEB. SE. 

Ebraille120505 

Voices: (A Reykjavik Murder Mystery) by Arnaldur Indridason; translated from 

the Icelandic by Bernard Scudder. In one of the grand hotels of Reykjavik, the 

doorman is murdered only a few days before Christmas and he was to appear as 

Santa Claus at a children's party. The manager tries to keep the murder under wraps 

to avoid an intrusive murder investigation. But Detective Erlendur's survey reveals 

that everyone has something to hide. Police Procedural. Series: Reykjavik murder 

mysteries, book 3. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille120507 

Thriller 

The Bone Garden by Tess Gerritsen. Julia Hamill has made a horrifying discovery 

on the grounds of her new home in rural Massachusetts. A skull buried in the rocky 

soil—human, female, and, scarred with the unmistakable marks of murder. Boston, 

1830: In order to pay for his education, medical student Norris Marshall has become 

a "resurrectionist" plundering graveyards and harvesting the dead for sale on the 

black market. But when a distinguished doctor is found murdered and mutilated on 

university grounds, Norris finds that trafficking in the illicit cadaver trade has made 

him a prime suspect. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille120503 

Revival by Stephen King. In a small New England town over half a century ago, the 

town falls in love with the new minister and his beautiful wife. They transform the 

church and the town. Then tragedy strikes, and this charismatic preacher curses 

God, and is banished from the shocked town. A dark story about music, addiction, 

religious fanaticism, and every nightmare we ever had about death. 1 f. UEB. SE. 

Ebraille120509 

Humour 

Bridget Jones's baby: The Diaries by Helen Fielding. Bridget with biological clock 

ticking very, very loudly, finds herself unexpectedly pregnant at the eleventh hour. 

The joyful pregnancy is dominated, however, by a crucial but terribly awkward 

question. Who is the father? Mark Darcy or Daniel Cleaver. 1 f. UEB. SE. 

Ebraille120494 



Fantasy 

Pawn of prophecy by David Eddings. A fantasy telling the tale of struggles 

between ancient Gods and mighty Kings and of men in strange lands facing fated 

events, all bound by a prophecy that must be fulfilled. Garion the farm boy did not 

believe in magic dooms, but then he did not know that soon he would be on a quest 

of unparalleled magic and danger when the dread evil God Torak was reawakened. 

1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille120436 

Dark prince by David A. Gemmell. The Dark Prince—the child who will become 

Alexander, creator of the greatest empire the world has ever known. A lone hero in 

search of salvation and finding instead destiny. He will conquer all except the Chaos 

Spirit, the immortal evil that dwells in his soul. Together they will be forced into 

worlds full of wonder and sorcery. 1 f. UEB. SE. Ebraille120495 
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