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Building our volunteer network for Alexa and our "library skill"

Diana Morse, our Library Volunteer Coordinator is currently recruiting volunteers to help set up and support clients who require it, and provide ongoing support. We now have some volunteers trained and providing support in Auckland, Palmerston North, Dunedin and Whanganui with training in Tauranga, Nelson, Christchurch, Gisborne, Wellington, Ashburton, Blenheim, New Plymouth and Invercargill underway. In the regions where we do not have a base of volunteers already, we are working with other Blind Foundation volunteer coordinators to recruit volunteers. If you are interested in being an Alexa and/or a DAISY Direct volunteer in any area, please contact Diana on dmorse@blindfoundation.org.nz or phone her on 09 930 1576.
Alexa devices available from the Blind Foundation Library

If you have: a wireless internet connection; a laptop or mobile device (or access to one for set-up); and are based in one of these areas with trained volunteers above, or alternatively have technical understanding, or have some sort of family or community technical support for using Alexa please contact the library on 0800 24 33 33 to discuss receiving our library skill.

The Blind Foundation Library skill includes an interactive tutorial, which starts the first time the skill is launched. This teaches new users the basics of interacting with Alexa, and how to navigate through the voice menus to find audio books and magazines.

There are also a number of video tutorials and FAQs on our website: https://blindfoundation.org.nz/alexa-skill/
Blind Foundation clients and New Zealand citizens/residents with a print disability are eligible to use the Blind Foundation skill. For more information, call the library on 0800 24 33 33.

To register an Amazon account, you need to be aged 18 or over, and have access to your own e-mail account. Within New Zealand, it is preferable to create your Amazon account on www.amazon.com.au. This will ensure better localization when you set up your Alexa, so that you can use it more effectively with other skills besides the Blind Foundation.

Downloadable electronic braille being developed in BookLink website

The library is currently developing the ability to download electronic braille through our BookLink website. This process is currently being user-tested by our Library team. This service will be available within the next couple of months.

5,000 electronic braille books now added to our library collection

The library has now added 5,000 electronic braille titles received from CNIB to our eBraille collection. Prior to this, we only had approximately 500 titles available so this has significantly increased our collection. We are currently working on adding a further 200 titles from Accessible Books Consortium which are titles from a wide range of countries.

Telephone Information Service (TIS) tidy-up

We have undertaken an assessment of TIS and will be making the following changes to TIS over the next six months:
· Setting up an advisory panel with representation of staff, volunteers and clients,
· Cleaning up link duplication,
· Creating an accessible table of contents for users to show what is available.
Guidelines for Public Library apps

We are currently creating guidelines for the accessibility and usability of public library apps such as Overdrive and Borrowbox. The purpose of these is to inform you which of this content is accessible, and if it is then to show you how to use this content with accessibility features. We will also offer these resources to public libraries for them to make available to their patrons.

Many thanks to our generous sponsors

We would like to express our appreciation to the following sponsors who gave generously towards the production of talking books for the Library since the previous issue of Sound and Touch. These funds have helped to make print material accessible to people who are blind or have low vision. Without their support, it would not be possible to add more new titles to our Library.
· Gisborne Host Lions Club for The expatriates by Martin Edmond

· The James Stewart Memorial Fund for Daylight second by Kelly Ana Morey

· PA Blackmore for contributing towards Pandemic: Spanish flu, 1918 by Sally Stone.

The Library would also like to acknowledge the following Trusts and Foundation for their support:

· Room-Simmonds Charitable Trust for DAISY Direct and Alexa devices
· Wellington Methodist Charitable and Educational Endowments Trust for Mixed format content for our Youth Library

· Mt Wellington Foundation for talking books for our adult Library.

Book review written by Gary Denvir

Partisan by James Caffin

Partisan is the story of my grandfather, John Denvir, who was one of New Zealand's unsung heroes in WWII. After twice escaping from prisoner of war camps in occupied Yugoslavia, he decided to join a local group of resistance fighters called the Partisans. For two years, he fought side by side with local Slovenians, rising to become one of their leaders due to his courage and determination. A serious arm wound eventually saw him invalided home by the Brits, who were surprised he was even alive after he was earlier declared killed in action.

The story is one of immense pride for my family, and I am thrilled the Blind Foundation has asked me to narrate it.

I hope you enjoy it.

Partisan

By James Caffin

Book number 126335

Non-fiction: Wars. The story of Second Lieutenant John Denvir, D.C.M., New Zealand corporal who fought in the ranks of the Yugoslav Partisan forces for two years.

Produced by RNZFB. Read by Gary Denvir in 4 hours, 38 minutes. Book number 126335.
New DAISY audio

This issue contains DAISY audio books added to the collection since the last issue of Sound and Touch in March 2019.

Abbreviations:

BA Blackstone Audio Inc.

CD DAISY audio CD ordering number

CNIB (formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind

RNIB Royal National Institute of Blind People

RNZFB Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

Ulv Ulverscroft

VAILS Vision Australia Information and Library Service

Adult non-fiction

Adventure

Once is enough by Miles Smeeton, foreword by Nevil Shute. Having twice sailed the yacht Tzuhang round South America from the Pacific to the Atlantic and twice been dismasted and overwhelmed by giant seas, Miles Smeeton survives to say—Once is enough! Read by Terry Dale in 4 hours, 13 minutes. RNZFB. CD126471

At large: the fugitive odyssey of Murray Hill and his elephants by Gary Ross. When Murray Hill retired from the circus, he sold his elephants to Dick Drake, but "repossessed" them when he discovered that Drake was abusing the animals. Over the next 5 years, Murray put all his energy and ingenuity into hiding the elephants from Drake and the FBI. Contains strong language. Read by Keith Melville in 14 hours, 47 minutes. CNIB. CD1044238
Actors and Entertainers (Biography)

In pieces by Sally Field. Sally Field brings listeners behind the scenes of her star-studded career in Hollywood and deep into the truth of her lifelong relationships, including her complicated love for her own mother. Read by Sally Field in 10 hours, 41 minutes. Blackstone. CD126153

Australia and the Pacific

Outback heroes: 75 years of the Royal Flying Doctor Service by Kay Batsone. Marking the 75th anniversary of the royal Flying Doctor Service in Australia, outback heroes commemorates the rise of the RFDS from the vision of its founder John Flynn. Read by James Condon in 8 hours, 30 minutes. VAILS. CD119800
Business and Economics

The essentials of being a director by Institute of Directors in New Zealand and Financial Markets Authority New Zealand. A guide for company directors and prospective directors, intended to provide them with a quick reference and overview of some of the key things they should think about. It outlines some of the legal requirements, ethical considerations and best practice areas for directors to consider, to be effective in their role. It is not intended to be comprehensive and includes links to more detailed resources. Read by Joe Gilfillan in 31 minutes. RNZFB. CD120649

Disasters

Fatal words: communication clashes and aircraft crashes by Steven Cushing. On a crowded and foggy runway, in the Canary Islands, Tenerife on March 27, 1977, 583 people died when KLM and Pan Am 747s collided. A miscommunication between the pilot and the air traffic controller was found to be the cause. "We are now at take-off," the pilot radioed meaning that the plane was lifting off the run way, but the tower controller interrupted that to mean the plane was waiting on the runway. Read by multiple volunteer narrators in 8 hours, 12 minutes. VAILS. CD119984
Disabilities (Biography)

Finding a way by Graeme Innes. Blind from birth, Graeme Innes was blessed. Blessed because he had a family who refused to view his blindness as a handicap and who instilled in him a belief in his own abilities. Blessed because he had the determination to persevere when obstacles were put in his way. And now, after a long and successful career from lawyer to company director to human rights commissioner he has written his story. Read by Graeme Innes in 9 hours, 4 minutes. VAILS. CD119964

General (Biography)

Whitefella dreaming: the authorised biography of William Ricketts. William Ricketts dreamed of a more sensitive and respectful Australian population. He worked toward that goal in a wonderfully unique way. He expressed himself through ceramic sculptures depicting aspects of indigenous Australia. Peter Brady has written a remarkable story of Ricketts' determined endeavour from the horse and buggy days of Melbourne and the adolescence of studio pottery, through the Central Australian outback with Aboriginal people, across the USA at war with Vietnam and through India's ashrams. Read by James Wright in 15 hours, 45 minutes. VAILS. CD119956

Health and Wellbeing

The happiness trap: how to stop struggling and start living by Russ Harris; foreword by Steven Hayes. This book describes the human quest for happiness as the "happiness trap". The author explains that the way most of us go about trying to find happiness ends up making us miserable, driving the epidemics of stress, anxiety, and depression. The book is based on the insights and techniques of ACT (Acceptance and Commitment Therapy), a psychotherapy based on research in behavioural psychology. By clarifying a person's values and developing mindfulness (a technique for living fully in the present moment), ACT helps that person escape the happiness trap and find true satisfaction in life. Read by Bruce Hopkins in 8 hours, 37 minutes. RNZFB. CD101986

Nature and Animals

King Solomon's ring: new light on animal ways by Konrad Lorenz, translated from the German by Marjorie Kerr Wilson. Humane, humorous, but non-technical, about animals and their natures, and what we may learn from them. Read by Patricia Gartly in 3 hours, 22 minutes. RNZFB. CD126403
New Zealand (Biography)

Ettie Rout: New Zealand's safer sex pioneer by Jane Tolerton. In the First World War Ettie Rout fought a battle for safer sex—and won. The New Zealand army adopted her prophylactic kit, she made every soldier going on leave take a kit giving them the best sexual health system. She was banned from the pages of New Zealand newspapers so people wouldn't find out. In Paris, having transformed Madame Yvonne's into a safer sex brothel, she met soldiers at the railway station and convinced them to go there if they chose to have sex. Read by Donna Brookbanks in 7 hours, 21 minutes. RNZFB. CD120021

Te Whiti o Rongomai and the resistance of Parihaka by Danny Keenan. This is an account of the life and times of Te Whiti o Rongomai set against the politics and Crown policies of the nineteenth century. It traces the forces that shaped his life's journey from Ngāmotu, where he was born, to his settling at Parihaka and his evolving sense of the injustices and disempowerment Māori experienced and his response to these. Read by Romy Hooper in 13 hours, 12 minutes. RNZFB. CD95385

New Zealand and Pacific

Mataatua wharenui: te whare i hoki mai by Hirini Mead, Layne Harvey, Pouroto Ngaropo and Te Onehou Phillis. Mataatua wharenui is the most travelled Māori meeting house in the country. Built in 1875, it was taken to Australia, London and Otago before being returned to Whakatane after more than a century. The story of Mataatua is part of the story of the desecration of Ngāti Awa by the Crown and the fight of the people to regain their sovereignty. Read by Romy Hooper in 11 hours, 52 minutes. RNZFB. CD102627

New Zealand History

The big questions: what is New Zealand's future? by multiple authors. New Zealand as a nation is at a crossroads and people are increasingly concerned about where we are headed as a nation and a society. In this book, experts and thinkers from many fields write about various aspects of the challenges that face us and the opportunities to make changes for the better as well. Read by Bruce Hopkins in 8 hours, 51 minutes. RNZFB. CD102211
Philosophy

Calypso by David Sedaris. David Sedaris buys a beach house on the Carolina coast, envisioning long, relaxing vacations with those he loves most. Life there is exactly as idyllic as he imagined, except for one tiny realization: it's impossible to take a vacation from yourself. With Calypso, Sedaris sets his powers of observation toward middle age and mortality. It's a book that can make you laugh 'til you snort. Much of the comedy here is born out of that vertiginous moment when your own body betrays you and you realize that the story of your life is made up of more past than future. Read by David Sedaris in 6 hours, 38 minutes. VAILS. CD119983

Religion (Biography)

Father Bob: the larrikin priest by Sue Williams. This is the life story of Father Bob Maguire—a rare behind-the-scenes look at the much-loved "people's priest". The enigmatic champion of the down-and-out was shaped by a lonely childhood in poor circumstances, an early priesthood that collided with the upheaval of Vatican 11 and working with the army during the Vietnam War. This is a lively portrait of the man behind the resilient social activist and popular media performer who refuses to be defeated by enforced retirement from the parish over which he presided for nearly forty years. Read by Richard Bligh in 10 hours, 16 minutes. VAILS. CD119980

Supernatural

Great Australian mysteries 2: unsolved, unexplained, unknown by John Pinkney. A new selection of true cases: unexplained disappearances, from the enigma of Victoria's vanishing heiress to the saga of the "jinxed" ship which disappeared with 102 Australians aboard. Outback riddles: the desert Aboriginals whose astonishing "song" saved the life of a dying woman 4,000 kilometres away, the eerie invasion of Lake Eyre, the monster that guarded an abandoned NSW potato farm. Mysterious deaths, including John Friedrich, "the man who never was"—and the horror in the Sydney's dunes. Mystifying events: the baffling case of the burning man, the uncanny images floating outside Melbourne suburban windows, and much more. Read by Diane de Zylva in 7 hours, 30 minutes. VAILS. CD119960
War Memories (Auto Biography)

The past is myself: the experiences of an English woman in wartime Germany by Christabel Bielenberg. Life in Germany during the Second World War as seen by a young Englishwoman married to a German. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd in 8 hours, 22 minutes. RNZFB. CD89124

Women (Biography)

Love in the outback by Deb Hunt. The true story of an unlikely romance set in the Australian outback. The year before Deb Hunt turned fifty, she stopped dating. When her most recent flame announced he was marrying someone else, Deb knew it was time to change. She landed a job with the Royal Flying Doctor Service and left London for Sydney to find happiness without a mate. On a trip to Broken Hill, she encountered a man unlike any other. A legend of the RFDS, he was practical, steady, financially responsible and conservative—everything Deb was not. He wanted a relationship, she wanted to flee. Read by Sharon Sloshberg in 11 hours, 9 minutes. VAILS. CD119795

Women in Society

March, women, march: how women won the vote by Lucinda Hawksley. The author looks at the courageous campaigners who refused to accept that men knew what was best for them. Moving from the publication of Mary Wollstencraft's "A Vindication of the Rights of Women" in 1792 to the battle cries and slogans of the suffragette movement of the early 20th century and the General Election of 1929 (generally known as the Flapper Election), we follow the path trodden by many brave women in the quest for equal rights. Read by Romy Hooper in 7 hours. RNZFB. CD99768

World history and travel

Border: a journey to the edge of Europe by Kapka Kassabova. In Border, Kapka Kassabova sets out on a journey and meets the people of Bulgaria, Turkey and Greece, and the latest wave of refugees fleeing conflict further afield. She discovers a region that has been shaped by the successive forces of history: by its own past migration crises, by communism, by Nazi occupation, by the Ottoman Empire, and older still by the ancient legacy of myths and legends. Read by Christine Hewton in 12 hours, 12 minutes. RNZFB. CD119995
Adult fiction

Australian Stories

The following by Roger McDonald. Marcus meets a stranger with a gift of uncanny understanding, this shapes him as he rises to become Australia's sixteenth Prime Minister. The night he dies, a shadow, is there to collect him when he falls. Ross, witnesses the event then finds himself on an outback station working for Kyle, son of famous poet, "The Bounder". Kyle needs help, and a union organiser, Max, steps in to right injustice. Max, waits to hear from the PM for the ministry he craves, while around him a crisis among his friends and family is unfolding, forced to confront and inherited legacy. Read by Richard Bligh in 8 hours, 32 minutes. VAILS. CD119963

The passage of love by Alex Miller. In a New York park, an old man holds a book and tries to accept that his contribution to the future is over. He remembers a youthful yearning for Australia, that inspired his life as a writer. He picks up his pen and starts at the beginning ... At twenty-one years, Robert Crofts leaves his broken dreams in Far North Queensland, stopping in Melbourne. It's there he understands books and writing might be the saving of him. When Robert is introduced to Lena Soren, life takes a different path, however they long for something that neither can provide for the other. Read by Stephen Smithyman in 13 hours, 17 minutes. VAILS. CD119792

Adventure

No middle name by Lee Child. Jack "No Middle Name" Reacher, lone wolf, knight errant, ex-military cop, lover of women, scourge of the wicked and righter of wrongs, is the most iconic hero for our age. This is the first time all Lee Child's shorter fiction featuring Jack Reacher has been collected into one volume. Read together, these twelve stories shed new light on Reacher's past, illuminating how he grew up and developed into the wandering avenger who has captured the imagination of millions around the world. Read by Dennis Challinger in 13 hours, 43 minutes. VAILS. CD119966
Country Life

The red coast by Di Morrissey. After the upheaval which separated Jacqui Bouchard from her beloved son, she has finally settled in Broome, a magical remote town on the northwest coast of Australia. But when a proposed mining development is unveiled, the town begins to tear itself apart. Rifts run deep, as friends, families and lovers are faced with a battle that could change their lives irrevocably. As everyone takes sides, Jacqui confronts her own dilemma: to stay or leave? Who to trust? Who to love? Read by Clare Boek in 9 hours, 52 minutes. VAILS. CD119906

Crime fiction

Death in Oslo by Anne Holt. When Helen Barclay becomes the first female US president, the whole world takes notice. But unfortunately for President Barclay, someone knows her dark secret, buried for over twenty years. They also have the ultimate motive to destroy her—revenge. When Helen Barclay chooses to visit Norway for her first state visit and goes missing from a locked, heavily secured bedroom, the FBI and the Norwegian police are forced—unwillingly—to work together to find her. Can the US president just disappear into thin air? Read by synthetic speech in 12 hours, 40 minutes. Seeing Ear. CD120357

Disabilities

Invisible man at the window by Monique Proulx, translated by Matt Cohen. Max is a paraplegic painter, fascinated by beauty and form, disharmony, and the surface of appearances. A careful observer of humanity, he constructs a meticulous reality for himself, until the re-appearance of his former girlfriend begins to break down his world. Contains strong language. Read by Desmond Scott in 6 hours, 11 minutes. CNIB. CD105027

Fantasy

Circe by Madeline Miller. In the house of Helios, mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child not powerful like her father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of mortals for companionship, she discovers the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals into monsters and menace the gods themselves. But to protect what she loves most, Circe must choose, once and for all, whether she belongs with the gods she is born from or the mortals she has come to love. Read by Perdita Weeks in 12 hours, 8 minutes. Blackstone. CD126150

General

A big storm knocked it over: a novel by Laurie Colwin. Although Jane Louise appears to have it all (a book designing career and a wonderful new husband), she is anxious. Should Teddy have married someone younger than herself, a "withered crone" in her late thirties? Will they both lose their jobs and their apartment? Is she attracted to the office flirt? Luckily, Jane Louise has her good friend Edie to ponder these and other perplexities with while they experience parallel pregnancies. Contains strong language. Read by Pamela Coon in 6 hours, 23 minutes. CNIB. CD105494

A dream like mine: a novel by M.T. Kelly. A journalist is kidnapped by Arthur, a Metis, but the real focus of Arthur's attack is Bud, a polluting industrialist. A study of the evils of white history that supports native claims, but not violence. Winner of the 1987 Governor General's Award. Bestseller 1987. Contains strong language. Read by Vincent Tovell in 5 hours, 22 minutes. CNIB. CD103915

A fairly conventional woman by Carol Shields. The subtle irony of "growing up" in middle age is experienced by a content suburban housewife, when she discovers unsettling perceptions and insecurities through her new found artistic sensibility. Explicit descriptions of sex. Read by Sandra Scott in 6 hours, 48 minutes. CNIB. CD103205

Historical novels

A column of fire by Ken Follett. Christmas 1558. Young Ned Willard returns home to Kingsbridge to find his world has changed. The city is torn by religious hatred. Europe is in turmoil as high principles clash bloodily with friendship, loyalty and love. Read by Christina Cie in 34 hours, 38 minutes. Kingsbridge series book 3, Sequel to World without end, 53414. RNZFB. CD119437

Tiger men by Judy Nunn. Van Diemen's Land was a harsh penal colony and an English idyll for its landed gentry, also rich in natural resources it was a profiteer's paradise. Hobart Town had its contrasts too; the wealthy elite, the exploited poor and the criminals. Tiger Men is the story of Silas Stanford, a wealthy Englishman; Mick O'Callaghan an Irishman on the run; and Jefferson Powell, an idealistic American political prisoner. It is also the story of the strong, proud women who loved them, and of the children they bore who rose to power in the cut-throat world of international trade. Read by Victoria Howell in 19 hours, 6 minutes. VAILS. CD119912

Historical Romance

4321 by Paul Auster. Four identical Fergusons made of the same DNA, four boys who are the same boy, go on to lead four parallel and entirely different lives. Family fortunes diverge. Athletic skills and sex lives and friendships and intellectual passions contrast. Each Ferguson falls under the spell of the magnificent Amy Schneiderman, yet each Amy and each Ferguson have a relationship like no other. Read by Bronwyn Bradley in 40 hours, 56 minutes. RNZFB. CD101931

Humour
The last pulse by Anson Cameron. In the drought-stricken Riverland town of Bartel in South Australia, after the suicide of his wife, Merv Rossiter steals a boat. He trucks north with his eight-year-old-daughter Em into Queensland. There he blows up the dam at Waroo Station, releasing a flood through outback New South Wales into South Australia. Authorities search for them, Merv and Em ride the flood south in their stolen boat, rescuing a Queensland Minister from the water, and then a blackfella who fancies he sang the river to life. Meanwhile, in Canberra, Merv's renegade ocean brings the Federal Government to its knees. Read by Tony Thomas in 6 hours, 38 minutes. VAILS. CD119959

The accidental further adventures of the hundred-year-old man a novel by Jonas Jonasson, translated by Rachel Willson-Broyles. It all begins with a hot air balloon trip and three bottles of champagne. Allan and Julius are ready for some spectacular views, but they're not expecting to land in the sea and be rescued by a North Korean ship carrying contraband uranium. Soon Allan and Julius are at the centre of a complex diplomatic crisis. Read by Peter Kenny in 10 hours, 18 minutes. Blackstone. CD126149

Modern Women's fiction

A week in the life of Cassandra Aberline by Glenda Guest. On holiday at an isolated old house perched high on the cliffs of Young Nick's Head, friends Joe and Eddie are plunged into a deathly ghost story. Terrified but determined, the boys set out to crack a mystery that has remained unsolved for over 100 years. Read by Marilyn Barclay in 5 hours, 49 minutes. VAILS. CD119718
Mystery and detective
The witches' tree by M. C. Beaton. When an elderly spinster is murdered, Agatha Raisin rises to the occasion. But Sumpton Harcourt is a small and private village, she finds—a place that poses more questions than answers. Cosy mystery. Read by Alison Larkin 6 hours, 37 minutes. Blackstone. CD126152

Police by Jo Nesbo. The police urgently need Harry Hole. A killer is stalking Oslo's streets. Police officers are being slain at the scenes of crimes they once investigated, but failed to solve. The murders are brutal, the media reaction hysterical. But this time, Harry can't help anyone. For years, detective Harry Hole has been at the centre of every major criminal investigation in Oslo. His dedication to his job and his brilliant insights have saved the lives of countless people. But now, with those he loves most facing terrible danger, Harry can't protect anyone. Least of all himself. Read by Sean Barrett in 17 hours, 14 minutes. Ulverscroft. CD 119706

Turn on a light by Dave Goddard. Nine Aboriginal children under the age of five have died in four years in Plantagenet, a small Aboriginal community on the site of a former large gold-mining town. This is a horrendous infant mortality rate that doesn't seem to bother anyone except the Catholic missionaries who support the community. Is the lack of concern because the deaths are Aboriginal children or is something more sinister happening? Robbie, a teacher, walks into a political storm on his first posting in 1974. He seeks reasons for these deaths, working with the missionaries, community members and an attractive young high school science teacher. Read by Ross Bryant in 11 hours, 37 minutes. VAILS. CD119950

Nature and Animal Stories

Life of Pi: a novel by Yann Martel. Toronto Alfred A. Piscine Molitor Patel, nicknamed Pi, lives in India, where his family runs a zoo. They decide to emigrate to Canada, but their boat, carrying some of their animals, sinks on the way. Left in a lifeboat are Pi, a hyena, a zebra, an orang-utan and a 450 pound Royal Bengal tiger named Robert Parker. With intelligence, daring and inexpressible fear, Pi, with his devout belief in three religions at once, manages to keep his wits about him as the animals begin to assert their places in the food chain. 2002 Man Booker Prize. Contains strong language. Read by Desmond Scott in 11 hours, 57 minutes. CNIB. CD106551
NZ and Pacific novels

Living in the Maniototo by Janet Frame. Seen through the eyes of a woman of myriad personalities, this novel explores the process of writing fiction; the avoidances, interruptions and irrelevancies. Violet Pansy Proudlock is a writer who has borne children and buried husbands. She grapples with a deceptive and elusive reality as she navigates the creative process. Read by Owen Scott in 7 hours, 26 minutes. RNZFB. CD120536

What goes around by Wayne Andrewartha. Ex policeman Jake Shaw, now private eye, isn't too fussy about the kind of cases he handles. His cash flow won't permit him that luxury. Hung over and lucky to be alive after an unsuccessful drive-by shooting, Jake receives a call from an old client asking for help. Kidnappers have taken his wife and will kill her if he doesn't do what they ask. The kidnappers haven't revealed what they want, but Jake presumes it's the usual ransom demand for money. He undertakes to negotiate based on his assumption—pay the money and get the wife back alive. Read by Christina Cie in 7 hours. RNZFB. CD120017

Never what it seems by Wayne Andrewartha. The exciting next episode of the Jake Shaw Detective series has finally arrived. Jake Shaw, private Detective, has just arrived back from a well-deserved holiday, and is immediately embroiled in a search for a client's missing daughter. It's something to occupy his time until the next investigation. Or so he thought. Read by Christina Cie in 6 hours, 21 minutes. RNZFB. CD120016

Poetry

The tent by Margaret Atwood. A collection of short stories including parodies of fairy tales and fables, a tale which encapsulates the divide between men and women, and an account of their remarkably thuggish population of a small, out of the way island. Atwood dissects our habit of seeing the world in terms of "we" and "them," and our refusal to face the facts of environmental degradation. Read by Barbara Byers in 2 hours, 40 minutes. CNIB. CD108685

Romance

The red notebook by Antoine Laurain, translated from the French by Emily Boyce and Jane Aitken. Bookseller Laurent Letellier comes across an abandoned handbag on a Parisian street, and feels impelled to return it to its owner. The bag contains no money, phone or contact information. But a small red notebook with handwritten thoughts and jottings reveals a person that Laurent would very much like to meet. Without even a name to go on, and only a few of her possessions to help him, how is he to find one woman in a city of millions? Read by Anne Speir in 4 hours, 12 minutes. RNZFB. CD119863

Bridie's choice by Karly Lane. Bridie and Shaun come from opposite sides of the tracks. Bridie's family, are perennial strugglers, the Brodericks are wealthy land owners. Bridie's father is in prison and her younger brother hangs with the wrong crowd. Shaun's father rules the family and never lets Shaun make his own decisions. The Brodericks are dismayed when Shaun falls in love with Bridie and breaks up with "a suitable young woman". They make their feelings clear to Shaun and Bridie as well. This is just one of many troubles Bridie faces, and eventually she has to make a choice about what's important in life. Read by Clare Boek in 7 hours, 49 minutes. VAILS. CD119949

Spy Stories

Edge of eternity by Ken Follett. As in the prequels, the story follows the fortunes of five intertwined families, American, German, Russian, English, and Welsh, as they make their way through the twentieth century. In this novel, they come to one of the most tumultuous eras of all, the enormous social, political, and economic turmoil of the 1960s through the 1980s, from civil rights, assassinations, mass political movements and Vietnam to the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis, presidential impeachment, revolution—and rock and roll. Read by Marguerite Vanderkolk in 41 hours, 20 minutes. Century trilogy series book 3. Sequel to Winter of the world 82624. RNZFB. CD119343

The Family

A certain state of mind by Norma Harrs. This vivid description of the social turmoil in modern Belfast acts as the backdrop for Sarah's personal conflict arising from her role as wife and mother, and the rediscovery of herself as a woman and lover. Read by Norma Harrs in 8 hours, 2 minutes. CNIB CD103480

Thrillers

Give me your hand by Megan Abbott. Kit Owens and Diane Fleming are two former high school friends who, years later, find themselves locked in a dangerous game of cat-and-mouse that threatens to destroy them both. Read by Chloe Cannon in 11 hours, 2 minutes. Blackstone. CD126151

Sanctuary by Judy Nunn. On an Island off the coast of Western Australia, a dinghy runs aground. Aboard are nine people whose instinct to survive has seen them bond during their days adrift, they have been cast ashore with only one thing in common ... fear. Rassen the doctor, Massoud the student, the child Hamid and the others all fear for their lives. But in their midst is Jalila, who appears to fear nothing. They remain undiscovered on the island, but dream of a new life. On the mainland is the fishing port of Shoalhaven where everyone has their place and nothing changes. Until now. Read by Anne McDonald in 14 hours, 19 minutes. VAILS. CD119913

Sapphire falls by Di Morrissey. Fiona Forrest is devastated when her husband Charlie commits suicide after the accidental shooting of his mate, Eddie. Though Fiona decides to keep farming their successful property, rumours that she intends to sell keep circulating. When Detective Dave Burrows arrives to sign off on the investigation into Eddie's death his suspicions are aroused by some strange anomalies at the scene. As Dave becomes increasingly convinced that something sinister is going on, Fiona finds herself dealing with a series of disasters on the farm. Read by Penny Forrest in 8 hours, 6 minutes. VAILS. CD119907

Westerns

So came the searcher by Emerson Dodge. Strummer's cigarette died. He snapped a vesta into life on his thumbnail but just stared at the flame. The touch of a gun to the back of his neck set off alarm bells in his brain which sobered him instantly. Half-dazed, he blinked into the mirror, wondering if there was time ... Three ugly faces stared back at him. "Dead man!" hissed the tall one holding the gun. Strummer knew the man would pull that trigger, he'd been a fool to think he could relax. Yet with certainty he also knew that a fight was never over until someone was dead. Read by Rod Hulme and Stephen Smithyman in 8 hours, 37 minutes. VAILS. CD119985

Junior Collection

Bad dad by David Walliams

Frank's dad was a champion hot-rod racer, Gilbert the Great. But when a terrible accident sees him go from hero to zero, Frank and Gilbert are left with nothing, and in the grips of a wicked crime boss and his henchmen. After Gilbert is thrown in prison, only Frank can come to his rescue.

Available in braille 99130, daisy audio 126059 and etext 99025

What are you supposed to be? by Paul Beavis (NZ)

Wolves are supposed to howl at the moon and go Grrrrr. So what is this violin-playing, salad-munching fellow supposed to be?

Available in daisy audio 102081

Unmasked by Donovan Bixley (NZ)

Flying Furballs: book 03

In this book, a young pilot Claude D'Bonair must recover some secret plans. Together with Manx, CAT's head engineer, they go on an undercover mission to the enchanting city of Venice.

2018 Storylines Notable Book

Available in etext 101904

The Wahine disaster: Wellington, 1968 by Shirley Corlett (NZ)

It is 1968. When Debbie's grandmother gives her a copy of her forefather's old sea journal, she finds it fascinating and very different from her own diary of school life and troubles with friends. One day, sick in bed, she thinks her long-dead relative is trying to tell her something. She feels she is on the ferry Wahine for a voyage to Wellington.

Available in braille 89390 and etext 89389

Speed of light by Joy Cowley (NZ)

With a father more interested in money than family, a brother in prison, a sister with a secret, and a mother in denial, it's no wonder Jeff buries himself in the safe world of mathematics. When a storm hits Wellington, a strange old woman is blown into Jeff's life, challenging everything he thinks is true.

Available in braille 119621 and etext 119620.

Non-fiction Collection

Elon Musk and the quest for a fantastic future by Ashlee Vance

Adapted for middle grade readers, this edition of New York Times bestseller Elon Musk provides an in-depth look at the engineer, inventor, explorer, and entrepreneur who seeks to revolutionize the space, automotive, and energy industries all at once.

Available in daisy audio 126053

Code girls: the true story of the American women who secretly broke codes in World War II by Liza Mundy

Thousands of women served as codebreakers in World War II, but a vow of secrecy nearly erased them from history. Through interviews with the surviving Code Girls, Liza Mundy brings their courageous stories to life.

Available in daisy audio 126055

Forward: my story by Abby Wambach

In this young readers' edition of Abby Wambach's inspiring life story, adapted from her memoir, the World Cup champion, two-time Olympic gold medallist, and former forward for the US women's national soccer team gives readers behind-the-scenes details of her life on and off the field. She recounts her own decisions, wins and losses, and the pivotal moments that helped her become a world-class athlete and leader.

Available in daisy audio 126050

Hidden figures by Margot Lee Shetterly

Now in a new edition for young readers, this is the true story of four African American female mathematicians known as "human computers" who helped John Glenn orbit the earth and Neil Armstrong walk on the moon.

Available in daisy audio 126052

Collins field guide to the New Zealand seashore by Sally Carson (NZ)

New Zealand has over 14,000 kilometres of coastline, the 10th longest length of coast in the world. From sheltered sandy beaches, rugged cliff-lined fiords, the geography of New Zealand's coastline is as diverse as it is spectacular. This book is packed with information on endemic and introduced species, including anemones, sea stars, crabs, barnacles, paua, mussels, clams, oysters.

Storylines Notable Book 2018

Available in braille 101895 and etext 101896

Young Adult Collection

Black Panther by Jim McCann

After the events of the Avengers' Civil War, King T'Challa returns home to the reclusive and incredibly technologically advanced African nation of Wakanda to serve as his country's new leader, the warrior-king known as Black Panther. However, T'Challa soon finds that he is challenged for the throne from factions within his own country, and is hard-pressed to fill his role as leader. When two foes conspire to destroy Wakanda, Black Panther must team up with CIA agent Everett K. Ross and members of the Dora Milaje—the elite Wakandan Special Forces—to prevent Wakanda from being dragged into a world war.

Available in daisy audio 126057

The plot to kill Hitler: Dietrich Bonhoeffer: pastor, spy, unlikely hero by Patricia McCormick

It was April 5, 1943, and the Gestapo would arrive any minute. Dietrich Bonhoeffer put his papers in order and left a few notes specially for Hitler's men to see. Two Gestapo agents climbed the stairs and told the blond, boyish-looking Bonhoeffer to come with them. Left behind was proof, in his own handwriting, that this quiet young minister was part of a conspiracy to kill Adolf Hitler.

Available in braille 95891, eBraille 95892, daisy audio 126051 and etext 95893

Release by Patrick Ness

Adam Thorn doesn't know it yet, but today will change his life. Between his religious family, a deeply unpleasant ultimatum from his boss, and his own unrequited love for his sort-of ex, it seems as though Adam's life is falling apart. The bindings of his world are coming untied one by one, throwing Adam's life into chaos; yet in spite of everything, he may also find freedom in the release.

Available in daisy audio 126065

Crazy messy beautiful by Carrie Arcos

Neruda Diaz thinks that finding "the one" who loved him back should be easy and only a matter of time, since Pablo Neruda, the greatest love poet of all time, as his namesake. When he begins to fall faster and harder for Callie, he must confront the reality that love is crazier, messier, and more beautiful than he ever realized and riskier, too, than simply saying the words.

Available in braille 96700 and etext 96703

The iron trial by Holly Black and Cassandra Clare.

Magisterium: book 01

Has sequel: The copper gauntlet: 96140

Most people would do anything to get into the Magisterium and pass the Iron Trial. Not Callum Hunt. Callum tries his best to fail the trials that would admit him to the Magisterium but is drawn into its ranks against his will and forced to confront dark elements from his past.

Available in daisy audio 96012

New braille and eBraille books

This issue contains braille and ebraille books added to the collection since the last issue of Sound and Touch in March 2019. Adult braille books have a CD number as they are being embossed upon request. Please contact us to enquire as to whether a particular title is available for embossing.

Abbreviations:

UEB: Unified English Braille code

Ebraille: Electronic braille books held at Parnell Library

RNZFB: Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind

CNIB: (Formerly known as) Canadian National Institute for the Blind

SE: Seeing Ear

f.: Computer file available for embossing

v.: volume(s)

The following braille books are contracted, single spaced and double sided.

Adult non-fiction

Authors (biography)

The shepherd's life: a tale of the Lake District by James Rebanks. This is the story of a family who have worked in and around the Lake District for generations. Their way of life is ordered by the seasons and the work they demand, and has been for hundreds of years. These modern dispatches from an ancient landscape tell the story of a deep-rooted attachment to place, describing a way of life that is little noticed and yet has profoundly shaped history. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 99058

Christianity

Don't just stand there ... pray something! by Ronald Dunn. A guide to praying with greater purpose and power for oneself and for other people. 4f. UEB. RNZFB. Ebraille 120335

New Zealand and Pacific

Here we are read us: women, disability and writing edited by Robyn Hunt and Trish Harris. A collection of writing by eight New Zealand women writers sharing their lived experiences of disability and their take on the intersection between writing and disability. 1f. UEB. RNZFB. Ebraille 120646
Social Science

Social investment: a New Zealand policy experiment edited by Jonathan Boston and Derek Gill. This book brings together leading academics, commentators and policy analysts from the public and private sectors to discuss, analyse and critique social policy and investment in the twenty-first century. 1f. UEB. RNZFB. Ebraille 99556

Sports People (Biography)

KP: the autobiography by Kevin Pietersen. An autobiography of England's professional cricketer Kevin Pietersen, MBE, from his childhood in South Africa to his recent experiences as one of the leading lights in the world of international cricket. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 9884430

Adult fiction

Adventure Stories

The fire dragon by Katharine Kerr. As the holy city rises from the ashes of Deverry's long wars, prince Maryn prepares to claim the high kingship. On the one hand, the rebel Boar clan is standing fast against him and on the other hand, his illicit passion for Lilli, threatens to revive a curse that only she, at her own peril, can lift. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 102007

Fantasy

Wrath of a mad god by Raymond Feist. This is a time of heroes, trials and destruction. The Darkwar has fallen upon the worlds of Kelewan and Midkemia. Following their dangerous mission to the realm of the Dasati, the members of the Conclave must find a way to use what they discovered to help save their own people from the wrath of a mad god. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 102029

General fiction

To be the best by Barbara Taylor Bradford. Continues the story of the Harte family. Emma's message to her gran daughter Paula "hold the dream" becomes vital as Paula strives to be more relentless and courageous in order to preserve the Harte empire. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 102004

Mystery and detective

Every breath you take, introducing Laura Principal by Michelle Spring. When the upkeep of a country house is more than Laura Principal, a London P.I., and her college friend Helen Cochrane, can handle, they take in painter and academic Monica Harcourt to share expenses. Before the move takes place, Laura visits her new housemate, only to find that Monica has been murdered. Searching Monica's past, Laura unearths possible motives for her death, including university politics and political scandal. While Laura investigates and eliminates suspects, the killer is intent on stalking Laura and Helen at their country home. 3f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille 121074

Death of an avid reader by Frances Brody. Lady Coulton gets Kate Shackleton's to find her daughter, born out of wedlock and given up to a different family. As Kate delves deeper into Lady Coulton's past, she finds herself thrust into a scandal in the quiet Leeds Library. When the body of the respected Horatio Potter is found in the Leeds Library basement, the quiet literary community is suddenly turned upside down with suspicions, accusations—the appearance of a particularly intelligent Capuchin monkey! Cosy mystery. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 98823

Science Fiction

The Dalek generation by Nicholas Briggs. Sunlight 349 is one of countless Dalek Foundation worlds, planets created to house billions of humanoids suffering from economic hardship. The Doctor arrives at Sunlight 349, suspicious of any world where the Daleks are apparently a force for good, and determined to find out the truth. He soon finds himself in court, facing the Dalek Litigator. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 99063

The Family

The green library by Janice Kulyk Keefer. Eva has carefully constructed her world in a bid to make herself invisible. The structure falls to pieces when a stranger gives her a photograph of a boy identical to her own son, but who lived in the 1930s in another place. The photograph sets Eva on a journey to trace her family's unknown history. 3f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille 121084

Thriller

House of cards by Michael Dobbs. Francis Urquhart has his hands on every secret in politics—and is willing to betray them all to become Prime Minister. Mattie Storin is a tenacious young political correspondent who faces the biggest challenge of her life when she stumbles upon a scandalous web of intrigue and financial corruption at the very top. She is determined to reveal the truth, but she must risk everything to do so. 1f. UEB. SE. Ebraille 98831

War Stories

Fugitive pieces by Anne Michaels. Jakob Beer, rescued during the Second World War and taken to refuge in Greece by Athos Roussos, follows Athos to Toronto, where he begins his career as a translator and poet. When he is sixty, Jakob meets Ben, a young professor, whose life is changed because of Jakob's writing and Ben's own legacies of the war. 3f. UEB. CNIB. Ebraille 121078
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